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PREFACE. 



Dear Reader: 

What first led me to publish my life, was being 
on a visit at Brighton. Mr. T., of that place, said 
he was going to bring out a book called, u The 
Ambassador," and I could very much assist him, if 
I would write my life. Thinking if I could be of 
any help to him as a man of family, and one I 
hoped feared God, I consented ; and it was brought 
out in parts monthly, under the title of " The 
Goodness of God to W. A.," &c. This being 
made very useful, and many calling for it to be 
brought out in one book, I consented for Mr. T. 
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and relationship; thus see and feel the holy obedi- 
ence that the law of God requires in heart, lip and 
life, and that that obedience is and is only to be 
found in Christ, the head and surety of his church ; 
while the trembling saint is crying out, "What 
will ye see in the Shulamite, but as the company 
of two armies, beauty and deformity, faith and 
unbelief, hope and diffidence, peace and trouble, 
joy and sorrow, life and deadness felt and groaned 
under, light and darkness, as one is active, the 
other is languid." Thus the believer, with his 
mind serves the law of God, but with the flesh, 
the law of sin. These two laws branch out, and 
the law of the mind is known and felt by the living 
in Zion, by desires, hope, faith, love, forgiveness, 
patience, resignation, satisfaction, and obedience ; 
the law of sin also dwells in the same heart, and 
is known by the soul truly born from above, by 
pride, hatred, malice, revenge, rebellion and re- 
pining ; these are not only opposite parties, but 
contending parties; these two will keep up a 
warfare in thee, poor tried soul, (if thou art brought 
forth through the conception of the He 1 " ^ 
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In entering upon this work, it appears a task 
almost too great for me to undertake, for several 
reasons : one is, because many things in my life 
appear not to be prudent to say before youth ; but 
as God has, in mercy, given us some account of 
the vile acts of some of his people, in nature, in 
his blessed Book, not to encourage others to sin, 
but to shew the power and riches of his grace, in 
bringing them to his footstool in humble and 
earnest prayer, he may make use of a faithful 
statement of one of the vilest of the vile, that 
has obtained mercy and pardon of all his sins, 
although a sinner still. Another reason is, because 
I feel my inability to write or speak of the good- 
ness, mercy, and grace of God in bringing forth, 
as a brand from the burning, one that has acted so 
ungrateful and unmindful of his love and faith- 
fulness. But having proved that m^ vqS&s^k&s^ 
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is not of myself, but of God, I shall now proceed 
to give some account of the depths of iniquity 
wrought by me-, and the sovereign and mysterious 
grace of God to me, and in me. 

My father was strictly an honest, sober, indus- 
trious mechanic, and one that feared God ; but 
my mother, for some time after marriage, was a 
professor, but not in possession of the grace of 
God. They had two-and-twenty children, of 
which I was the third. They lived in Birming- 
ham ; and in the year 1788, 1 was brought forth 
into this ungodly world. About this time, as I 
learned from them, my mother felt the power of 
grace in her heart, and from affliction of body and 
mind, she was unable to attend to my comforts. 
I was therefore placed under the care of my grand- 
mother, a woman highly favoured of God, and 
lived in the sweet enjoyment of communion with 
God. 

When I came to the age of two years, my 
grandmother was taken for death ; but many times 
(being aware that her end was near) she would 
say, " When I am gone, take this child, and nurse 
it for God, for he will be a minister of God's 
truth." And I believe my parents did all they 
could, by care, attention, watchfulness, and chas- 
tisement, to keep me from sin ; and, from an infant, 
I was carried under the sound of a preached gos- 
pel, and as I came to understanding, had a good 
example set before me; so that I was taught to 
reverence the Sabbath. And many times when I 
had been doing things contrary to my father's 
direction, fear came over me — so much so, that 
in the night frequently I have covered myself up 
in the bedclothes, fearing the devil would have me 
before morning. But as soon as the light ap- 
peared, my fears wore off. 
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Once, in my childhood, I fell through a cellar 
window, and so cut my head, that my life appeared 
in danger. At another time, I fell down a large 
flight of stairs, on to an earthen vessel, and broke 
the vessel, leaving a piece thereof in my head. 
The marks of both these I carry to the present 
day. At another time, I was taken out of the 
water nearly dead. At another time I received a 
violent kick from an ass, which caused me for 
some time to spit blood, and produced an affection 
in my chest for years ; and I cannot say but I 
sometimes suffer from it to the present time. 
These afflictions would at times produce a natural 
fear of death ; but as I got better, so my fears 
wore off again. When I came to the age of eight 
years, my father's care for me was so great, mat 
he brought me up to his own trade, under his own 
eye, and compelled me to attend with him a place 
of worship three times on the Sabbath. And 
when he has been engaged in prayer with the 
family, I hare often heard him pour out his heart 
with tears, that the Lord would convince me of 
sin, and make me savingly acquainted with the 
necessity of salvation by Christ. He would often 
tell me, " God saw me in all places ;" and also 
the painful consequence that must follow my acts 
of sin and folly, " unless God in his rich mercy 
and grace appeared for and to me ;" and would 
entreat me with all the tenderness of a parent to 
think on these things; but it was all without 
effect at the time.* x et I remember many times 
that his conversation has been brought to my re- 
collection when I have been going into acts of 
sin, one of which I will name. 

* Let not God-fearing parents be discouraged in praying 
for their unruly children, nor cease to impress upon their 
minds, God seeth them in all their ^roj^m^aa^as&LvsA^s^.. 
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An old gentleman had offended me, and one 
or two of my companions agreed with me to 
go one evening and break his plantation, or some 
trees therein. I was generally foremost ; and just 
as I came upon the ground, the words came to my 
mind — " Thou God seeth me." This made me to 
.Htand and look about ; and, to my great astonish- 
ment, I saw the old gentleman waiting in ambush. 
Here was another escape ; for had I been allowed 
to put my intention into practice, I had no doubt 
been sent to prison. From a child I had a spirit 
far beyond my strength and judgment ; and 
whether it was in play, work, or mischief, I could 
not endure the idea of being outdone. At an 
early age, I went, as I have said before, under the 
care of my father, to learn a trade as mechanic. 
He having an apprentice that was considered 
famous in dancing, whenever I could escape my 
father's sight, I would be seeking instruction in 
the above exercise. This led me into company, 
and frequently into vice of other kinds, as I soon 
acquired that which gratified my natural dispo- 
sition, so that few could excel me. I at one time 
became acquainted with some young men that ap- 
peared respectable, and always seemed to have a 
good supply of money. My father was deter- 
mined to break off the acquaintance. I felt much 
anger rise in my mind against him ; but, through 
rich mercy, he followed me up till he accomplished 
his purpose ; and in a short time after my father 
delivered mc from them, they proved to be deal- 
ers in base coin. Some were transported, and 
others were compelled to go for soldiers. So I 
escaped that snare also. 

Ah it was in the evening, after the day's labour, 

• I pursued my sinful course, my father thought 

ething that appeared for my good, and a 
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means likely to lead my mind another way. He 
wished me to go to a drawing school in the even- 
ing ; this met with my approbation, and all seemed 
to be going on well for a time, and I soon became 
admired by my superiors in that art. This brought 
about fresh acquaintances, one of which was a 
scene painter v at one of the minor theatres ; this for 
the first time led me into that trap of the devil for 
youth of both sexes — I say trap of the devil, be- 
cause it is a ready path to destruction. As several 
of these young men came to the above named 
evening school, I was soon solicited to join them ; 
this I did with some difficulty, as I knew it was 
opposed to my father's wishes ; but with the as- 
sistance of my mother, who was not so resolute, 
and being dotingly fond of me, she kept my father 
in the dark for some time ; and some of my asso- 
ciates being superior in education and property, I 
was so completely caught in this snare, that my 
mind seemed quite wrapped up in it. I obtained 
applause from them that were as foolish to spend 
their time in seeing me as I was in shewing my- 
self. But my name being known, it soon came to 
my father's ears, who with all the feelings of a 
parent for a lost son, hunted me in every place, 
so that I could have no pleasure, nor he any 
peace ; yet I found my heart so fixed on this new 
sinful delight, that come what would, I was de- 
termined to pursue it, and my father felt equally 
determined to break off the connexion, so he be- 
came violent, and threatened to burn all and every- 
thing that came into the house of a theatrical 
nature, whether they were books or dress. I took 
all the care I could to conceal everything of that 
kind, and my name too, so that he might not 
know, if possible, when I was engaged ; but, with 
all my care, he often detected me, so that I was 
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touched the handle of the door, instead of meet- 
ing with a mother's whispers, I met my father's 
blows. I being active in my trade and full of 
spirits, though not of a good kind, made up my 
mind in a few days to leave home. Accordingly 
I got my clothes out one night, and wrote a letter 
to say I should not return home, and that I was 
making my way to London. My father set off 
for London, and my mother being informed I was 
seen at Walsal, set ofF there ; but by the time my 
father arrived in London, I was at Sheffield in the 
name of John Thomas* 

At Sheffield I enquired for employ in my 
trade, and got work the first day; and now I was 
at liberty to sin without control. Letters and 
messengers went in all directions where it was 
likely, and even to Sheffield, but without effect. 

I thus write to shew, in some measure, to what 
length a vessel of mercy may go, and shall say a 
little more before I come to my call by grace. If 
this should fall into the hands of any youth that 
has godly parents, let me tell him that I have 
painfully learnt the truth of God's word, " As ye 
measure out unto others, so it shall be measured 
unto you again ;" and the same sorrow I have 

* I would here observe one mark of youthful iniquity. 
Before I got to Chesterfield, my money was all gone, ana I in 
want of food. 1 met a fine greyhound running in the road, I 
took my handkerchief, put it round his neck, and took him 
into Chesterfield to the bell-man, told him I had kept and fed 
the dog for eight or nine days, and if he would give me five 
shillings 1 would deliver the doff to him, and lie could make 
what ho could of the dog. Little did he think that I had not 
kept the dog one hour. He gave me five shillings, I got 
something to eat, and left the poor bell-man to settle how he 
could, ana then made my way to Sheffield in my new name. I 
have often thought since God called me by his grace, what a 
mercy he did not strike me dead with a he in my right hand. 
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given my parents, I have had in full measure to 
the letter of it. 

As I said before, messengers went in all direc- 
tions, and my father was the means of my return- 
ing home ; but I have been since led to see the 
hand of God in it. There was a man lived in 
Sheffield that knew my mother and father, but had 
no knowledge of me ; my father giving a descrip- 
tion of my person to him in a letter, he came one 
day into tne shop where I was at work, and recog- 
nized something of my mother's features in me,, 
and said, " Allen, I have had a letter from your 
mother." I took no notice, as I had not before 
then been called by that name in Sheffield, but by 
the name of John Thomas. He looked at me, 
and said again, " I have had a letter from your 
mother, young man." I replied, " that must be 
strange indeed, as my mother has been dead some 
years." I have often thought since God has 
called me by his grace, what a mercy it was I was 
not cut down with a lie in my mouth. 

The man seeing something in my countenance 
that bespoke guilt, wished me to take a walk with 
him ; I did so, and he read me a letter he had 
received from my distressed mother — its contents 
were too much for my feelings, so that I at once 
confessed my name was Allen ; he entreated me 
to consent to go home, and he would write by the 
first post to inform my friends I was at Sheffield. 
I consented for him to write, but to inform them I 
was doing well, and had no desire to return home; 
but I received a letter by return of post saying if 
I wished to save her (my mother) from a broken 
heart, to come home at once ; and their friend re- 
ceived another letter by the same post, insisting 
on my coining home. Finding there was no possi- 
bility of remaining in Sheffield, I consented for 
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their friend to say, if father would send me money 
to come by coach, I would come home — not that 
I needed any money, but I did it to delay time. 
My father sent me a letter to say I had walked 
there for my own pleasure, and should walk back 
for his. I took no notice, but was determined he 
should fetch me before I would go on those terms; 
but their friend came in a few days to inform me 
he had orders to let me have what money I wanted ; 
so I finished the work I had in hand and reluc- 
tantly returned to my native town. 

I was received kindly, but as soon as Sunday 
came, I was as before to go to chapel, and this was 
then worse to me than a prison ; it so roused up 
the enmity of my wicked heart, that I often prayed 
that the minister might be struck dead in the 
pulpit, that I might have a day's liberty, and have 
frequently feigned to be asleep, and made a noise 
to disturb the service. What makes me go on 
with this painful account of myself is, because I 
know we cannot hide any thing from our God, 
and as we are commanded to confess our faults 
one to another, I shall proceed faithfully. 

My father still compelled me to go with him to 
the house of God, and my hatred became so great 
that I prayed for his death, and finding that God 
did not grant my request, I was determined to 
take the work into my own hands — and satan, 
who is always ready to help in forming plans of 
a diabolical nature, tempted me to murder my 
father, that I might extricate myself from being 
compelled to go to chapel. This temptation con- 
tinued for about three weeks ; but God, in rich 
mercy, prevented me, and led my mind another 
way, and that was to take a wife, though I was 
but just eighteen years of age. 

leaving my father's house, I had my full 
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scope of pleasure and sin ; my trade afforded me 
plenty of money, which seemed a snare to me, as 
it gave me the means of, keeping a deal of com- 
pany, so that my evenings, (to my shame I state 
it) whole nights were spent either at the theatre, 
card table, or some singing or drinking party ; 
and such was my thirst for these fleshly and carnal 
delights, that I have gone frequently six or seven 
miles to a bull baiting, and stayed till midnight 
and even till morning at a dance ; in short my 
heart was so in it, that I was generally the last to 
come away, and the first and foremost in wicked- 
ness and mischief; yet I was wonderfully pre- 
served. I will relate a few of many seasons that 
God has made himself appear as my preserver, 
while I was in open hostility against him. 

One time I went a journey of pleasure to Bristol 
to see a brother-in-law, who was a soldier, and on 
my way I stayed all night at Worcester, hearing 
that a barge was going off the next morning for 
Bristol ; I lay in bed too late, and before I could 
get down to the river the barge was gone ; so I 
went on my journey another way. As soon as I 
arrived there, I heard the barge was lost, and every 
passenger perished. So he preserved me that 
time ; but it had no good effect upon my mind 
then, for I continued there about sixteen days with 
some of the vilest of company, till all my money 
was gone, and hearing of a man that wanted a sub- 
titute, who offered sixteen pounds, I went to 
him and engaged to serve for him. I went under 
their usual examination, and all was agreed ; but 
seeing the major, we waited on him, and found 
him intoxicated ; he told us to come again in the 
morning, and he would then say whether I was as 
good a man as the other. The next day I saw 
two men flogged; this set my mind as much 
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against a soldier's life as I was for it the day 
before ; so I left Bristol the next morning, and 
made my way home. .Here was mercy upon 
mercy. 

Another time I was bathing in a river with 
some other young men; we had been playing 
our tricks in the water ; I struck off some distance 
from the rest, and was seized with the cramp in 
both my legs : I went down twice ; providence 
directed the eye of a young man to the spot where 
I was sinking, he caught me by the hair of my 
head, and brought me to the side of the river ; 
after some time I came to myself. So my life was 
preserved that time. 

Another time I fell in company with some Irish- 
men, and after staying till a late hour they, finding 
I had some money about me, raised a quarrel, and 
followed me out of the house some distance ; just 
as they were surrounding me I stepped back, and 
in a moment found myself sunk into a drain (that 
was open in the street) up to my shoulders ; the 
night being dark they lost me, and I continued in 
that situation till I found they had left the ground; 
then I crept out of my hole, and made my way 
home. Here was another instance of deliverance 
and salvation. 

I could relate many such circumstances, but I 
will only name one more at this time, and then 
come to show how the change took place. One 
night I got very much intoxicated, and being some 
distance from home, I sat down on a bank and fell 
asleep ; a great dog belonging to a mill some dis- 
tance from the place where I was asleep, broke 
loose, and came up the lane making a dreadful 
noise, and awoke me ; as soon as I found the situ- 
ation I was in, I attempted to arise, but found my 
clothes frozen to the bank, and had not God, in his 
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mercy, sent that dog to awake me, in all probability 
I should have been frozen to death, as the night 
was very severe ; after some struggling I arose on 
my feet, and with great difficulty got safe home. 
Once more, you see, how I was surrounded with 
judgments and mercies, and yet all without effect, 
till the day of God's power. For as I spent the 
six days in sin, so the Sabbath was spent in like 
practice, either in hunting in the fields, or at some 
place where sinners like myself met to profane the 
Lord's day. I went out one Sabbath morning 
with another young man and my dog (that had 
often pleased my carnal wishes) to hunt rabbits, 
and on my return, about two 'miles from home, 
the firmament gathered blackness that appeared to 
me like midnight. A thought entered my soul— 
if this were the day of judgment, how should I 
meet the Judge ? The words followed like thunder 
in my poor soul — " Prepare to meet thy God." 
This was the first time I felt any powerful arrest 
for sin, and a powerful arrest indeed it was, for 
my cheeks shewed paleness — my *eyes bespoke 
horror — my limbs trembled under me — my tongue 
failed in motion — -and I stood like a condemned 
criminal at the bar of God and my own conscience. 
The young man that was with me was struck with 
my looks, and said, " Allen, what is the matter 
with you?" I could make no reply, for my 
tongue, that was before always ready to blaspheme 
the name of God, and pour contempt upon his 
dear followers, seemed now to cleave to the burden 
that lay upon my conscience. So I walked home, 
about two miles, in silent horror of mind. When 
I came home, my countenance bespoke (to my 
dear wife) the horror of my mind — my eyes burst 
forth into tears of sorrow. I went into a private 
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place to pray, but it was to me as though the very 
pit of hell was laid open before me. 

For the first time, I took hold of a Testament, 
which my father gave me before I left home : I 
was directed to those words, Matt. xxv. 18, 
" Watch, therefore, for ye know neither the day 
nor the hour wherein the Son of Man cometh." 
This sunk deep into my poor distressed mind, and 
seemed to deepen my sorrow and wound my soul 
exceedingly ; for to watch I knew not how, and 
it was brought to my mind it was too late to ask 
for or expect mercy. 

Nothing appeared before me but the judgment 
and fiery indignation of God to devour the adver- 
sary, for I knew I had been an enemy to God 
ana his people: so I dared not pray for some 
time, fearing my prayers were an abomination to 
the Lord, and he should say to me as he did to 
the five foolish virgins, "I never knew you;" 
but recollecting I had heard the preacher say, 
" Jesus Christ came to save the chief of sinners, 
and whosoever will, let him come," I was a little 
encouraged, and having retired into a secret place, 
I fell down on my knees before God, but could 
only groan out the feelings of my mind before 
him, and arose with my burden as heavy as 
before. I went to the house of God (where I 
had prayed for the minister to be struck dead, as 
I before named), trembling between hope and 
fear ; as I entered the door my former wishes and 
awful prayers came into my mind, and I feared 
the judgment of God would fall upon me if I 
entered the chapel, and I stood in great horror : 
at last I entered into a dark lobby in one corner, 
where I knew no one could see me or know me. 
The minister began to preach ; and I am sure no 
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limner in the world could have drawn a more 
correct likeness than he did of my character : in 
short, the whole sermon seemed to me, and about 
me, for he even mentioned the dog that I had 
with me when the Lord met with me in the open 
field. This led me to consider my awful state as 
a sinner. I was condemned and brought in guilty 
before God by all the preacher said. He spoke 
of the freeness, fulness and sufficiency of the grace 
of God to poor sensible sinners ; but it appeared 
too free for so vile a wretch as me. I thought 
punishment must be my doom, and the Lord had 
suffered me to hear that sermon that I might see, 
before he cut me down, he would be just in 
sending me to hell. In this state I went on for 
some length of time : I had no hope, yet I cried 
for mercy. My prayer frequently was made up 
of the following words — 



Mercy, good Lord, is all I ask ; 
Lord, let thy mercy come." 



I took every opportunity to hear the preacher, 
and would hang upon his lips and the words he 
spoke as a man waiting to hear his sentence pro- 
nounced by a judge when he stood at the bar 
guilty ; and when the preacher gave out any of 
the threatenings of God against sin and sinners, I 
always took them to myself; when I attempted to 
pray it would come into my mind, " The prayers 
of the wicked are an abomination to the Lord ;" 
and " Without holiness no man can see the 
Lord." 

I left off all my old company and course of life, 
and attended the public and private means ; and 
I now began to think I was getting stronger 
to resist my inward and outward sins, for I had 
no idea (as some have in this state) of &\tl\£$& ^x- 
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fection in the flesh, as I had from a child sat 
under a sound and clear ministry ; yet I thought 
if I went on praying, and refrained from sinful 
practice, and was constant in my attendance to 
means, the Lord would in his own time receive 
me, and have mercy on me. So I worked harder 
than any galley slave, hoping I should obtain 
comfort for my labour; but one day, as I was 
rejoicing in my own mind I had been able to 
mortify such a sinful desire, the following words 
came with great power : — " Cursed is every one 
that continueth not in all things written in the 
Book of the Law to do them." These words 
seemed to sink me into the deep where there was 
no standing, and made me to envy my dog, for, 
as he sat before the fire, I would sit and look at 
him, and say, " ! that I had been a beast, that I 
had no soul to lose ;" and although I have sat 
under truth so long, I was ignorant of the plan of 
salvation, and thought my obedience had some- 
thing to do with the salvation of my soul. 

I knew I had not, nor could live clear of sin, 
and finding a curse against one failing, I felt sure 
I must be damned ; and as my life would be a 
life of misery I had better bring it to a close. So 
I began to think what would be the most easy 
death to die, as I thought the longer I lived here 
the more sin I should commit, and the hotter 
would be the helT when I got there, as there 
seemed no hope of mercy. Yet through rich 
mercy and preserving grace, I am still here : and 
when the Lord gave me a hope in his mercy I 
signed at the end of my name when I wrote to a 
friend, M. G. : as I truly felt myself to be, a monu- 
ment of grace. 

But to return. When I was tempted to put an 
end to my existence, " No murderer hath eternal 
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life abiding in him " would come into my mind 
with power. This I turned over in my mind two 
ways, first, I thought if I murdered myself I shall 
escape living for ever, as it is said, " No murderer 
hath eternal life abiding in him ;" then I thought 
agspn, if I do not murder myself, I may escape 
eternal death, as it i£ clear no murderer hath 
eternal life ; then I thought if I do not murder 
myself it may be I may have eternal life. So I 
still attended all means, though I in general 
found my wounds made deeper and my burden 
heavier, so that I thought I would go no more ; 
yet, when the time came, something compelled me 
to go. 

I have many times remarked that when I have 
gone to the house of God, fearing that my distress 
would be made greater, I have, to my surprise, found 
a hope raised up in my soul ; but I soon lost it 
again, for satan would say, " The hope of the 
hypocrite shall perish;" then I was as low as 
ever. I remember the minister preaching from 
1 Tim. i. 15, and when he came to speak upon 
the words, " Of whom I am chief," he spoke how 
Paul had persecuted the saints, and how he had 
consented to their death, and how he was against 
them when Jesus met him ; and then concluded 
by saying, as the chief of sinners had found 
mercy, there was no reason for the vilest to 
despair, if that vileness was felt and mourned 
over, for there could be no mourning without life, 
and that life was eternal life, and they that had it 
could never perish and go to hell. I felt this, 
and lived upon it for some time, hoping now I 
had eternal life ; but one day, in a moment, it 
came to my mind, " You are not one of God's 
elect ; all tnat God has elected shall be saved, but 
no more." Men in our day say to their hearers, 
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" You have no cause to trouble yourselves about 
election ;" but I found it a trouble, and could not 
help myself. I did not at that time know that 
satan could preach truth, so I believed it as 
coming from God, and my hope all failed me 
again, and I concluded to give all up for lost, and 
not attend any more ; yet when the time ' for 
worship came, I was compelled to go again. Mr. 
Thomas Bennett, the man I then sat under, said 
the devil can preach truth to answer his own 
purposes, and he will say to the child of God that 
is seeking for pardon. " You are not one of God's 
elect, and none shall be saved but them." This 
just met my case. He went on to say, if this 
chapel were on fire, and there was only one person 
to escape according to appointment, should we 
not all strive to be that one, if we were alive ? 
and then confirmed it by the word of God, " Strive 
to enter in at the strait gate," Luke xiii. 24. I 
then felt determined to strive if I perished at last, 
so I went on praying in secret, and attending to 
the public means for some time. At last it came 
very powerfully to my mind, " Many will strive 
to enter in, and shall not be able." This sunk 
me in fear again. 

About this time my father invited the minister 
to his house, and gave me an invitation also. The 
minister being a kind and affectionate man, in the 
course of conversation, I was led freely to open 
my mind and state the distress of my soul ; the 
minister smiled, put his hands tegether, and said, 
" Thank God for that," as he believed it to be a 
work of God ,• but that was no comfort to me, for 
the following words fell with great power into my 
mind : " I also will laugh at your calamity ; I 
will mock when your fear cometh." So we parted 
that time with my distress made greater, and my 
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wound deeper. In this distress I wished God to 
send me to hell, that I might know the worst of 
my wretched state. Now I began to think I had 
brought that wish into words ; therefore, as God 
had said, " Whatsoever ye ask in my name, that 
will I do unto you," I thought it was no use 
praying for mercy any more, for I had prayed for 
hell, and to hell I must go. Sometimes I thought 
I would be resigned to my fate, as I could not alter 
it, and then again, I felt rebellion work in my 
mind against God for not giving me a chance to 
be saved ; so that my mind was filled with horror, 
distress, and guilt. 

In this awful state of mindlwent to hearastranger 
preach, and God knows he was a stranger ; he 
he said we should, in the day of judgment have to 
give an account for every sermon we had heard, 
and how we had improved it. This fully settled my 
mind never to hear another sermon, for I knew I 
had got enough already to give account of; I 
therefore, felt determined I would have no more 
sermons to give account of. I then made, in the 
course of the week, a solemn vow I would 
never enter a place of worship any more ; yet, 
when Sunday morning came, I could not keep 
away ; so I thought I would go that once, but 
would never go again. In this awful state of 
mind I went to the house of God, not expecting 
any thing but condemnation. I entered the chapel 
with a heavy heart, and my head hanging down with 
guilt, and my heart appeared as hard as a stone. 
Mr. Bennett took his text from Jer. xxxi. 3, " I 
have loved thee with an everlasting love, therefore 
with loving-kindness have I drawn thee." As 
soon as he had taken his text, (oh, I shall never 
forget it : although the devil has a thousand times 
since then told me it was a delusion), the word thee 
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had such an effect upon my mind, and came with 
such power to my soul, it broke my rebellious 
heart ; my eyes flowed with tears, not of sorrow, 
but of sweet joy and peace ; my poor afflicted con- 
science lost its burden ; I saw by faith my dear 
Lord bleeding on the tree — and I could say it was 
for crimes that I had done he groaned and bled.. 
My sin, which just before was lie a mountain, all 
now vanished away — my guilt all removed — my 
poor heavy and trembling heart danced for joy. 

After God had delivered my soul, I thought I 
could have left the world, and all that was in it, 
and fled to that precious Friend that saved from 
hell. I saw that all the precious promises which 
before I could not take to myself, now were mine ; 
I could say, " My beloved is mine, and I am his. 
Yes, like Thomas, "My Lord and my God. 
Yes, heaven, for I felt it ; happiness, for I enjoyed 
it ; and glory, for I felt sure of it ; and wanted to 
die, that I might enjoy its fulness and blessedness. 
I cannot say what I felt, for it was joy unspeak- 
able. Such was the joy I felt, I could not help talk- 
ing about it ; such was my love to my dear Lord 
Jesus, and the souls of others, and I wanted to 
bring them to taste of the sweetness, and receive 
that pardoning love which I enjoyed, for it was 
to me heaven begun below ; and, as I believed I 
should enjoy a heaven above, my desire was to 
take all tne world with me too. But I found 
afterwards, through the mercy of God, he was a 
Sovereign, and distributed his blessings at his 
own will and pleasure. Yet all things seemed new 
to me ; I was like a man in a new world. My 
troubles appeared to have no weight ; persecution I 
rejoiced in, thinking it an honour to suffer for 
Jesus' sake ; and when at the house of God, the 
word came so sweet and powerful, I in general 
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returned home rejoicing ; my soul seemed all on 
fire for the. cause of God. But such was my 
weakness at that time, when I heard the minister 
warn the sinner of his danger, and point the dis- 
tressed soul to the Lamb of God, I felt confident 
sinners must be converted, and some that I knew 
in distress of soul comforted, because the minister 
had so clearly and faithfully laid down their case ; 
and when I met with any that had been brought 
into liberty, and did not walk and rejoice as I did, 
I wondered how it could be with them. 

One day I entered into conversation with an old 
man in Christ; "Ah," said he, "we shall find the 
way to heaven a rough and thorny way." I thought 
on what he said, but at that time did not believe 
it ; for the Lord had so blessed my soul with joy 
and peace, I thought it would never more be 
night with me. The change God had wrought 
became so plain to my father and mother, who 
had not forgotten what my grandmother had said 
to them on her dying bed, when I was no more 
than two years of age, that I should be a minister 
of God's truth ; and they being members with Mr. 
Thomas Bennett (one of Lady Huntingdon's 
ministers, and I believe one of God's too), wished 
me to join the church, which, after some time, I 
did, and was received with great pleasure by many 
of the old members who were acquainted with my 
father, and knew me in my wild state — took me 
by the hand and put me forward. So I began to 
think a little of myself, and my joys began to abate. 

About this time the Lord was graciously pleased 
to bring my wife into a knowledge of the truth, so* 
that we both became members, and walked together 
to the house of God with some degree of pleasure 
for some time ; but, as I said before, I beg* 5 
to think something of myself, and my joy ab 
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hear the reproofs for myself and not for others. 
Wh^rn the meeting was over, instead of waiting to 
hold, as before, sweet converse with my beloved 
friends, F went home with shame and eon fusion of 
faee; and the shame still increased to such a 
degree, that F kept from the prayer meetings alto 
gether. N'ow such was the guilt and weakness of my 
mind, that I again listened to satan, who told me 
the people of God with whom F stood connected 
were acquainted with all my sin and folly; there- 
fore, through fear and shame, F could not take 
courage to go up to my seat, but crept into some 
comer of the chapel, hoping to get some comfort 
for my distressed mind, but could get no peace 
nor rest ; and when reflecting on my past joys, it 
seemed to depeen the wound sin had made. 80 
F then wandered about from place to place, and 
went nowhere regularly ; but in this I found no 
eomfoTt, for sometimes F heard them that were 
preaching set np free-will, and said it wa* our 
own fault if we did not have peace and comfort. 
F thought, if this be trnr f I ought to be lost if I 
do not obtain it. Ho F set about the work with all 
my might, with a determination, if possible, to 
obtain peace; but F found all my strivings vain 
and fleshly. At last God himself decided the 
point in sending his own word with power and 
the FFoly (/host, " Not by might nor by power, 
but by my Spirit, saith the Lord of fFosts," Zecn. 
iv. 6. F thought the word spoken of in the text 
could not mean the power of ()od, for that wa* 
almighty, therefore it must mean the power of 
man, and as God himself said it is not of might 
nor power of man, f was constrained to say, " Let 
God be true, and all such men liars/' Rom. 
iii. 4. Others I heard say, in one part of their 
sermon, it was all of grace without anything in 
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the creature ; then again, they would say, we must 
come to Christ and humble ourselves, and make 
our peace with God, for he was waiting now to be 
gracious — if wc did not come now, it would be 
too late — the door of mercy would be shut ; so, in 
their way, attempted to make it plain, in the latter 
part of their sermon, not to be of grace, but by 
the will and work of the creature. I thought, 
" Which of these two ways must I take V 9 The 
first is unconditional; tnis suited my case as a 
poor, helpless, needy, self-condemned sinner. The 
second was conditional, and depended on my 
coming and walking ; and I was willing to work, 
for I would haye given the world had I been in 
possession of power to have obtained peace in my 
conscience; but my experience taught me, the 
more I strove to obtain peace by tne deeds of 
the law, the more my mind became distressed, 
for I made some blunder every day in thought, 
word, and deed. So I clearly saw, if salvation 
depended upon my working, I must be damned 
for ever ; but I was led to try it by the word of 
God, and finding these words sweet, Eph. ii. 8, 
" By grace are ye saved through faith, and that 
not of yourselves ; it is the gift of God," I con- 
cluded these men were like the young prophets ; 
they left death in the pot, 2 Kings iv. 40 ; knowing 
by experience that such preaching brought death 
into my soul. 

So I gave up going to any place of worship, as 
I heard one of these men-made minuter* say I 
should have to give an account for every sermon 
I heard. I thought I had enough already to give 
an account for, therefore I remained at home and 
read my Bible. But I found barrenness in my 
soulr— no life in prayer— and now the manifesta* 
tive influence of the Spirit was withdrawn, far 
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when I attempted to read the word of God, satan 
would whisper in my mind, t€ How do you know 
it is the word of God ?" and I being weak, and 
having, as a traitor, laid down my weapon of 
prayer, satan soon gained advantage, and carnal 
reason took the seat in my heart : so I began to 
reason upon the authenticity of the Scriptures, 
the mystery of the Trinity, the nature of God, and 
how he existed, and who made the devil, and why 
Jehovah did so create man for part to be lost and 
the other to be saved, what sort of a place heaven 
was, and if in reality there was such a place as 
hell. 

These are some of the painful effects that arose 
from wandering about — giving up of public means 
— and neglecting prayer before God, who let me 
alone for a time, as he did Ephraim of old ; so I 
went and hired lovers, and made altars to sin, 
Hosea viii. 11; I met with worldly men, and 
walked with them in their earthly, sensual, and 
devilish practices. I was so left to myself, that 
at times, when I became intoxicated, and was put 
out of temper, I would curse and swear with 
violence, so that I have made my dear wife 
tremble ; yet, when I have been in company, there 
was a secret something within me that, although 
I have put on a smiling face to appear like them, 
horror was in my soul, and there seemed such a 
death cast over all, that I could not enjoy it with- 
out interruption. I have sometimes wished I 
had never felt any thing of God's grace, so that I 
might sin, live, and enjoy in ignorance, as others 
did ; but this I could not do, for I have been com- 
pelled many times to come out into the street 
from the company to give vent to my feelings, and 
have stood and wept like a child ; yet, though my 
mind loathed it, my nature was such that I could 
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not forsake it so far as to come out and be separate. 
As to my reflections after I have left their com- 
pany, I cannot tell : I have gone home groaning, 
wishing I had been a beast that had no soul ; but 
I was sure I had a soul that must dwell with God 
in heaven, or satan in hell. Therefore I have 
stood for hours at a time in the open air, praying 
that God would give me strength to resist the 
temptation, and flee from such company. 

Iwould then form resolutions never to meet 
again f but when the temptation was presented 
before me, I found my strength fail ; and although 
that secret something within was still shewing its 
dreadful consequences, yet my carnal nature felt 
inclined towards the firing I was struggling 
against, so that I went against the light and 
knowledge I had of the evil, till I found death in 
me, about me, and around me ; so that I became 
to my own feeling like a walking hell — a misery 
to myself and a bad example to others. And yet 
I have at midnight walked in the church-yard 
and rolled upon the tomb-stones, crying to God to 
deliver me from this sinful practice. In short, 
the horror of mind, the load of guilt, and distress 
of soul I then felt, is out of my power to describe; 
and even to this day, at times, I feel it aa a broken 
bone or a sprained joint — it often gives me pain. I 
know the Lord has forgiven me, but I cannot 
forgive myself; and if this part of my experience 
should fall into the hands of any old member that 
can make it a practice to frequent a public-house, 
my prayer is, may he be led to see the awful force 
of bad example. 

That secret something I before spoke of that I 
felt within, sometimes led me to hope the Lord 
would, in his own good time, loose me from my 
fetters that held me in bondage and sin ; therefore 

* c 2 
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I often in secret poured out the groaning of my 
soul before God. Yet I have frequently thought 
it was like mocking the Almighty: for while I 
have prayed God to keep me from such and such 
evils, there was, at the same time, a carnal desire 
towards the things prayed against. I well knew 
that the Lord looked at the heart ; and as I felt 
inclined to the things I knew God hated, it 
appeared to me nothing but hypocrisy ; so I came 
away from a throne of grace with more guilt and 
distress, and have again and again concluded to 
give up, and pray and think no more. But, 
blessed be his dear and precious name ! he would 
not let me go. 

I have been led to bring to remembrance since 
then, many seasons, while I was in that state, that 
as the good Shepherd, he followed me as one of 
his sheep, and prevented me from doing many 
things my heart was set upon, and has done so 
by depriving me of the opportunity when my will 
was bent upon it ; and often, when the opportu- 
nity presented itself, he took away the will, «o 
that I could not do the things that I would in 
that respect. Oh, what a mercy ! I think you 
will not wonder at my putting M. G. at the end 
of my name, for it must appear plain, that I'aaooi a 
Monument of Grace indeed. Blessed be his dear 
and precious name ! he, in his own time, delivered 
me, and it was by his own power and almighty 
grace; for when I was in that state, I often felt 
an earnest desire to arise from my awful situation 
in which my sin had placed me, yet I had no 
power. 

I have many times looked at some of the Lord's 
people that have lived and walked in the ways of 
God, and a sight of them has caused a heavy sigh 
and groan to pass in my mind, at the great 



ence between myself and them ; and although I 
could not speak to them for shame, I felt that ktve 
to them, that I think I could hovs felt a pleasure 
in lying down as a stepping stone feu any that 
were walking consistently wfth their profession, 
although it still pleased God for me to walk in 
darkness— and suck was my darkness, distraction, 
death, and horror of mind, I was almost driven to 
desperation. But in that state of mind, as the 
Lord would have it* one day I caUjed at my 
father's house, and he feeling satisfied I was a 
vessel of mercy, began to hold out some consola- 
tion to me, and spoke of the efficacy of the blood 
of Jesus, and freeuess of his grace to returning 
prodigals. But, it all seemed too free for such a 
vile wretch as I then felt myself to be. I stood 
at the table reasoning against myself, and refusing 
to be comforted—even in anger against him for 
holding out any hope to me ; but he still said, 
God is as sure to restore you, as sure as be is God 
—and blessed be his dear and precious name, he 
did so, for while I was talking with my father at 
the table, I found I had taken a book in my hand 
from the table not knowing what book it was, 
and while turning over its leaves, almost in a 
state of madness, my qyes were directed to loek 
at it, and I found it to be a small Bible, and with- 
out any expectation; of receiving any consolation, 
my eyes beheld these precious words in Isa. xli. 10* 
" Fear thou w>t, for I am with thee ; be not dis^ 
mayed, for I am. tjhy God." When I came to " thy 
God," it came with such power to my poor dis- 
tressed soul, I laid down the book, and made my 
way into the fields once more to bless and praise 
" my God/' and hold again sweet communion with 
h i m as such. So I found the same power that first 
called me, was needful to restore, me, which was 
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through rich mercy, all-powerful and restoring 
grace, at that moment accomplished, and that 
alone by the power of God the Holy Ghost — and 
powerful it was, for it broke my heart under a 
sense of his mercy, and gave me joy unspeakable. 
Every word seemed as so many gems and shining 
glories of sovereign, distinguishing grace. I was 
not only led to see the riches of free, unmerited 
grace to me, but to submit to the fulfilment of the 
decrees of heaven to the wicked. 

This led me to admire, adore, and wonder. 
Yea, to say, why me, Lord — why was I not formed 
for the day of evil, and left in darkness, blind- 
ness, and hardness of heart ? I was sure it could 
not be because I was any better than others that 
were left, and finally lost. I was so humbled, I 
thought no soul was ever so deep in debt to grace 
as myself. I stood a monument of everlasting 
love. I saw he had loved because he would love 
me, and nothing could stay his love. It was in- 
vincible, all-conquering love. Yet it sweetly drew 
me, and overcame me. It was love unthought of 
— love unsought — and love unexpected. I felt a 
desire for ten thousand tongues to praise my 
God — my Jesus — my King — but ten thousand 
thousand would have failed to pay the debt 
of love I felt I owed to my incarnate God, who 
had loved me, and given himself for me. Nay, I 
thought if it were possible for angels to be silent, 
or saints to cease to praise before the throne, my 
soul could well employ them all in singing eternal 
praise, honour, and glory, that was due to my 
dear and precious Lord, for his mercy to me. 
Yea, I thought, however loud they might hymn 
his praise, my note must be the loudest to him 
that sitteth upon the throne, and to the Lamb for 
ever. Thus my love became warm, and my faith 
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strong. But faith must be tried. My trade now fell 
off, and I had no employment for seventeen months, 
haying a wife and one child, and my money nearly 
all gone. I was in much trouble of mind, and 
(as I then thought, providentially,) I met with a 
man who appeared to feel much for my situation, 
and he offered to learn me to make clock cases for 
£8 in money and two months' work. This took 
all the money I had. I went to work, and at the 
expiration of the two months, found myself com- 
petent to make two common cases in the week, 
for which I should have had one pound ten shil- 
lings, and expected to receive at the end of the 
week. My master had no money, but promised 
I should receive the whole next week ; but when 
the time came, he was taken to prison for debt : 
so I lost my three pounds, and was again out of 
employ, and without one shilling to call my own. 
At this time there was a combination with the 
cabinet makers to employ no person in the trade 
unless he had served seven years as an apprentice 
to the trade. So here was fresh trial for faith. 
Satan said, What will you do now? — God has 
forsaken you ; and tempted me to put an end to 
my existence. But, blessed be God, his promise 
did not fail; for as I was walking through the town, 
almost in a distracted state of mind, I saw in a 
window an advertisement for an active young man. 
I inquired, and found it was to take newspapers 
into the country, for which I must walk eighty- 
four miles in two days, and twelve shillings was 
the pay. I would then have been engaged, but they 
informed me I must bring a character from my 
last employer. My last employer was in prison, 
so his recommendation could do but little good. 
I went to a man I had worked with in my own 
trade for sixteen years, and also to the minister I 
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sat under, and they both gave me die character 
that was sufficient; so I went out on Monday 
morning before daylight^ and inquired my way 
till I found all the places I was directed to go to ; 
and I must say, the Lord upheld me, and gave 
me favour in the sight of the people, for, having 
to call at the post-office in Tamworth, they gave 
me letters from thence to deliver at different vil- 
lages I went through ; and I returned home on 
Tuesday evening, after walking eighty-four miles, 
and found I nad, after paying my expense*, seven- 
teen shillings for my two days' work. I attended 
to it every week most of that winter. About that 
time, the man who gave me the character, sent 
for me, and said he could find me three days' work 
a week, and the latter part of the week would 
suit him best. So I kept on my two days' walking 
in the beginning of the week, rested on the third 
day, and worked at my trade the three last days, 
for which I obtained from one pound two to one 
pound five for my three days' labour, and I found 
it labour indeed ; yet found pleasure in it, for two 
reasons — first, because I knew the Lord directed 
me; and, secondly, because it enabled me to 
support my dear wife and child, and clear off some 
little I had gone behind. About the middle of 
the summer my master informed me he could find 
me constant employ ; so I gave up my walking, 
and attended to my trade— still holding the testi- 
mony of the blessed spirit in those words before 
named : "lam thy God." This led me to desire 
to tell poor sinners what the Lord had done for 
my soul ; but being in some measure acquainted 
with Satan's devices — my own foolishness and 
ignorance — I thought it might arise from Satan, or 
the pride of my own wicked heart. Yet for more 
than two years it was like a fire in my bones ; but 
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I never dared make known my thoughts to my 
nearest and dearest friends, although 1 could get 
but little rest night or day ; for in the day-time, 
conscience smote me; I was led to look at the 
man with the one talent, and not at that time un- 
derstanding its spiritual meaning, it gave me great 
pain of mind ; and in the night, I was often, in 
visions, preaching to poor sinners like myself. 
But I could not then allow any Confidence in 
dreams. I continued to suppress those convictions 
that so frequently passed through my mind ; yet 
still beging of God to make it known from what 
quarter it came, and make the matter plain. 

Some time after, the following scripture came 
to my mind : — " In a dream, in a vision of the 
night, when deep sleep falleth upon men, in slum- 
berings upon the bed, then he openeth the ears of 
men and sealeth their instruction." Job xxariii. 
15, 16. At this time, I was acquainted with 
several village preachers. One of them came to 
me in the middle of the week to ask me to ac- 
company him to Ward End, on the next Lord's 
Day, as it was not safe for one to go alone, as a 
great man in the village encouraged his men and 
boys to abuse the preachers that attended by sling- 
ing turf and sometimes stones at them, and would 
surround the place with dogs and bells to make a 
noise and interrupt them in the service. On the 
Saturday evening before the Lord's Day appointed 
for me to accompany the preacher before named 
(who left word, if ne was not at my house by 
such a time, for me to go forward, and he would 
overtake me — this I afterwards found to be of the 
Lord, that he should thus direct), I dreamed the 
following dream: — That I was preaching to an 
old woman, and she was all the audience I then 
had. She appeared to be in great distress of &quL> 
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and expressed herself as such. I began in my 
dream to preach Christ in his sufferings, death, re- 
surrection and intercession, for poor sinners like her, 
that felt their need of him ; and I said unto her— 
Woman, all the promises of God in Christ Jesus 
are as much your's as they were for Abraham, 
Isaac, or Jacob. She seemed wonderfully affected, 
and taking hold of my right hand with both her 
hands, began to bless and praise God, and her 
soul was set at liberty. I then awoke, mortified 
to find it but a dream. 

I arose early on the Lord's Day morning, and 
went as I usually did, to a prayer-meeting, and 
frequently took a walk after with two of the 
deacons for a little spiritual conversation, which 
J had often enjoyed, but that morning I felt no 
wish or desire to speak to any one ; and I believe 
a Divine Providence directed me to take a soli- 
tary walk where I had not been for some years- 
it was a churchyard, where I had often pleased 
the devil and his children with running races, 
while in my natural state, therefore I had taken a 
dislike to the spot ;* but there seemed a needs-be 
that morning, for there I met the very woman I 
had been preaching to in my dream the night 
before. I entered into conversation with her, and 
found 6he was on the point of despair, through 
heavy burden and distress of soul. She had been 
up all night, and dared not go to bed, lest she 
should go to sleep and awake in hell — and in the 
day she feared the earth would open and sink her 
into everlasting misery. So she could get no rest 
night nor day. I asked if she had not been to 

* This was a place were the men in the shop I worked in 
encouraged me to run for wagers, and I was then as pleased 
to do so, as they to wish me. But now I not only hated the 
practise but the very ground I run upon. 
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hear the Word of God preached. Yes, said she, 
I have been with these holy people, the Metho- 
dists, and they tell me I must believe — repent — 
and pray— and not get off my knees, till God give 
me the blessing ; and it is my own fault if I do 
not have peace, pardon, and salvation. She, with 
eyes flowing with tears, said, I cannot believe — 
and I have prayed, till I dare not pray any more, 
for I find €S That the prayers of the wicked are 
an abomination to the Lord; 99 and I am the 
wicked, for I feel it — and as it is my own fault 
that I do not believe, God is just, therefore I 
must be lost for ever and ever. Wringing her 
hands in agony of soul, said, Oh, what must I do 
— what can I do ? 

I considered the Holy Spirit had taken the law, 
and by it condemned her — the commandment was 
come, sin revived, and she died. And as no flesh 
living can be justified by the deeds of the law, I 
directed her to the finished work of Christ, and 
the perfect atonement he had made for the sins of 
his elect family; and, as I believed God had 
called her out of darkness to a discovery of sin, 
and enlightened the eyes of her understanding to 
see the justness of God's punishment for sin, I 
told her this was a proof she was one of God's 
elect, and had her sins been ten thousand times 
ten thousand more, they could not be beyond the 
uttermost, and Christ being able to save to the 
uttermost, there was no reason for despair. I took 
upon me to say, her warfare was accomplished — 
that her iniquity was pardoned — and as I said in 
my dream, so I then said, all the promises of God 
in Christ Jesus as much belong to thee as to Abra- 
ham, Isaac, and Jacob, or any of the saints of God 
now in glory. And the Lord was pleased to bless 
my testimony to the setting of her soul at liberty ; 
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for, as I saw in my dream, she took hold of my 
right hand with both her hands, and began to bless 
and praise God for his goodness and mercy. So 
we parted ; and feeling my mind led forth to praise 
God for this token of his love, I had not presence 
of mind to ask her who she was, or where she 
lived ; therefore I never saw her before nor since, 
but I believe I shall meet her in glory. 

My not having any previous knowledge of her, 
and being confident it was the same person I saw 
in my dream, I was compelled to believe it to be 
of God, and I have often thought since, how 
wonderfully the Lord works. 

On the very spot of ground where I had many 
times been a tool for the devil, must be the first 
spot of ground God chose to make me, for the 
first time, useful in his blessed cause; and the 
dear Lord knew what he had appointed for me 
that day : for, after taking an early dinner, the 
time came for me to go to Ward End, according to 
my engagement with the preacher before named. 
I went forward, and walked eight miles, but no 
preacher overtook me. I arrived at the place, and 
found, as I had heard, men and boys with dogs 
and bells, to interrupt. I went up to the leading 
man, and said — Why do you persecute us ? He 
said- — I am a true Churchman ; although I found 
he had been to church only twice in two years — 
once to a marriage, and once to a sprinkling. I in- 
treated him as a man, to come in and see what we 
said and did, and hear and see for himself; and if 
we attended to anything worthy of such treatment, 
he would be able to give a reason why they thus 
persecuted us. But now it was evident he could 
not give a sound reason for what they did ; and 
the Lord so ordered it, that he was intreated, and 
came in at my request. 
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But God, in providence, who worketh all things 
according to the counsel of his own will, thought 
well to withold my Mend through sickness, as I 
was afterwards informed, being taken ill just as 
he was getting ready to start, and was able to 
go to his employ next day, so it appeared evident 
that the hand of the Lord was in it ; but this I 
did not know till next morning. I gave out a 
hymn in hope he would come. I then read a 
chapter, and engaged in prayer, fully expecting 
him to come in time to preach, but he did not. I 
thought I would read another chapter, and con- 
clude in prayer ; but the people pressed me to 
speak as God might give me utterance. I felt 
encouraged by what I had witnessed in the morn- 
ing, with the old woman before named, and that 
moment the Lord impressed upon my mind the 
following words : " Aid the Lord said unto Cain, 
why art thou wrath ?" Gen. iv. 6. I was in a 
moment led to see that every man by nature was 
angry at God and his ways, and, secondly, their 
anger did not change or alter his purpose, so my 
text was divided for me. 

I commenced speaking, though, with much 
trembling and fear — how man displayed his anger 
at and against God and his people — and that what 
was done to his people, Jehovah considered as 
done to himself — and the blessed Spirit applied it 
with almighty power to the heart of the leading 
man before spoken of, so that his eyes flowed with 
tears ; and, not being able any longer to refrain, 
cried out like a child beaten with a rod, and when 
I had done speaking he fell down at my feet to 
beg pardon for what he had done to me and others 
— in short, he was so humbled, that he wanted me 
to put my foot upon him as a wretch unworthy to 
be received. On parting with him, he begged me 
to pray to God that he would lasres tusk?] wOkss^ 
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and forgive him ; and from that time the persecu- 
tion ceased in that village openly, and the man 
became a warm and zealous lover of that gospel he 
before lifted up his heart and hands against. 

Having stated how God opened a way and 
called me forth to preach his blessed word, you 
may suppose I was now fully satisfied God had 
called me, as he had so powerfully wrought with 
his word on the man before named ; but, on my 
return home, I had such a violent struggle witn 
satan as I never knew before. He told me it was 
my own seeking, and nothing but the pride of my 
own heart, that had led me to preach, and my 
motive was only for worldly gain. I was aware 
that came from satan, and I said, " How can this 
be, satan ? for this day's work was not my own 
seeking, but planned by God, and he brought me 
into it. Neither could I do it for worldly gain, 
for the people had nothing to give." And I had 
fully made up my mind long before, if God ever 
called me to preach his word, I would never take 
any money for so doing ; but, if he made me use- 
ful to the comfort of one of his children, I should 
be satisfied of my call, and receive sufficient 
reward. 

So here satan lost ground : nevertheless, he 
soon found another way to attack me. " See 
now," he said, " you are such an ignorant crea- 
ture, how can you think of going to teach them 
that are able to teach you ?" Here he soon gained 
his point, for I was compelled to acknowledge it 
to be true; and I well remember the spot of 
ground where I stood and said, t€ This is true ;" 
for I could not at that time read the word of God 
correctly, therefore I said I would never open 
my mouth any more, and begged the Lord to for- 
give me for the steps I had taken; but God 
would not have it so, for the next Lord's day my 
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father was going to preach and asked me to 
accompany him, and on our way a Mr. Hadley 
met me and asked me if I would go and preach 
for him at Blackheath. I had never spoken to 
him before, and I refused because of my promise 
not to preach or open my mouth any more ; but 
God who is determined to make his servants do 
that work he has appointed for them, brought me 
again into company with Mr. H. ; he reasoned 
with me, and asked if I never had spoken publicly ; 
I could not deny it, therefore I told him what had 
taken place, and what had followed my preaching, 
how I had been exercised, and what determination 
I had come to not to speak again. 

He solicited me very strongly to go and preach 
at Blackheath, and at length I consented to go the 
following Lord's day. I did so, and on my way I 
overtook a man and asked him my way to the 
place. He replied, " I am going there ; are you 
going to preach?" I said f< Iam going to try." 
He asked me if ever I heard Mr. H. preach, and 
said, " he is a man of wonderful abilities, and if 
you were to advance anything contrary to God's 
truth, he would withstand you to your face before 
the people." I replied, " 1 hope it will never be 
my lot to stand up before him;" but when I 
arrived at the place I found Mr. H. was there, 
and come for the purpose of hearing me : I cannot 
explain to you my feelings on that occasion. 
When I saw him, I asked him to preach, but he 
refused. I took hold of his coat before the people, 
and begged as for my life he would preach at 
that time ; but he still refused, and I was forced 
into the pulpit, with fear and great trembling. 

After I had been there some little time, I began 
to think of my text, and God had blessedly applied 
those words of Isaiah xli. 10. " Fear, not, for I am 
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preaching in the afternoon, and had to walk back 
as I had done in the morning, eight miles, summer 
and winter, the old women would sit down by my 
side after the service, and take my sermons to 
pieces, and put them together again in such a 
spiritual manner, that I have walked home weep- 
ing most part of the way, thinking I must give up, 
and sometimes I have told them I must do so ; 
but they always said, "God is blessing your 
testimony to the comfort of our souk, and if you 
object to come, we have nothing to do but go and 
tefl our Father, and your Father, and we know 
he will hear us when we cry ; and I may with 
safety say I learned more under these old women 
than most of the students learn at college. 

I secondly had a proof in them also of their 
spirituality, affection, and attention ; some of them 
had to pass through seas of persecution to come 
to, the house of God; some without shoes, and 
some without bonnets, their husbands depriving 
them of them that they should not come : but 
come they did. On one occasion Mary Flakner, 
a dear saint of God, who had often been deprived 
of some garment or other, was one day dressing 
to come to chapel, and her husband said if she 
did he would shoot her when she returned, and 
charged his gun in her presence ; she came, and 
while at chapel her husband being fond of shoot- 
ing, seeing a bird at the front of the house, dis- 
charged its contents, and the gun bursting 
shot off his right hand. But I must say with 
Kent, 

" Judgments nor mercy e'er can away 
Our roving feet to Zion's way." 

It had no spiritual effect on him. I continued 
to go, and God blessed his own word. A& I ^^ 
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going oyer the field on my way there one Lord's- 
day, the following words came to my mind, " Not 
a dog shall move his tongue at you." In one 
field that I had to pass through there was a dog 
that always made a noise when I went over, but 
that morning he looked at me and was still ; but 
that was not the worst dog I had to hear make a 
noise that day, for when I arrived at the chapel I 
found the above-named man that had lost his 
hand, swearing that he would have his wife out of 
the place, or he would pull it down ; but he did 
not interrupt me, but stood at the window swear- 
ing, and his wife inside trembling. I read my 
text, Exod. xi. 7. "But against any of the 
children of Israel shall not a dog move his tongue, 
against man or beast, that ye may know how that 
the Lord doth put a difference between the 
Egyptians and Israel." The poor man went 
quktly away, and when his wife returned home, 
instead of finding, as she expected, the lion, she 
found the lamb, and I have had hope of him ; this 
circumstance, and many more I could name, 
brought such union of heart to them as a people, 
I thought nothing but death could part us. 

But I was not without trouble, although I 
worked with my own hands, and did obtain 
sufficient without taking anything from the people ; 
the good old man that nad preached to them four- 
teen years, and at first asked me to go, finding the 
affection so strong between me and the people, 
became very jealous, and said he would preach 
himself on the next Lord's-day ; this was a great 
trial, as the people loved him for his work's sake, 
but saw it was jealousy; the day came, but he 
was unable to leave his house, ana never lived to 
preach again, but it led to the opening of another 
place near, and I believe both maintain the truth ; 
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so we see the goodness of God is stronger than 
our weakness. 

I continued to preach to the old people ; but 
one day after preaching in the afternoon as usual, 
being winter, the evening dark and stormy, and 
the road dreary and dangerous, they pressed me 
to stay all night, and obtained a bed for me on 
the common, and I was placed in what is called 
the best bed, but it proved to me the worst, for it 
was very damp ; in a few days I was laid on a 
bed of affliction, and for nearly two years my pain 
was so excruciating, that I was compelled to have 
hot fomentations day and night. 

Now my trials commenced again in temporal 
matters, as my income to support my wife, two 
children, myself, pay rent, and nurse, both day 
and night, as every hour I wanted fomentations 
applied, and my income to meet this was nine 
shillings and five pence per week. How the 
Lord brought me through these two years, I shall 
never be able to tell, for I wonder at it sometimes 
to the present day. The nature of my disease 
was such as baffled the wisest natural physician, 
and I was after some time given up by all. One 
day I could not satisfy myself by lifting up my 
heart to God on the bed, but rolled out on to the 
floor, and fell on my knees and groaned out my 
soul to God in prayer, and the following words 
came into my mind with great power, "This 
affliction is not unto death,* but for the glory of 
God ;" but my pain continued with great violence, 
and brought me so low, that my wife, children, 
and friends took their leave of me, never expecting 
to see me alive in the morning. I heard the 
doctor say, "He cannot continue long." Yet 
although my pains had brought me so low that I 
could not speak, I could smile, aaA XJoio&L <okA 
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would raise me up again to preach his blessed 
word, and I was learning a lesson in that, affliction 
that I could not learn in any other way. 

About the end of two years the people with 
whom I stood a member in Birmingham, held a 
special prayer meeting on my account, and this 
was the set time God had fixed for the effectual 
means to be used for my recovery, for one of the 
deacons had it impressed on his mind lor me to 
try another doctor, who I believe was a good and 
gracious man ; he came, and sent me same pow- 
ders, and the Lord blessed them so that I found 
relief from pain. Mrs. A. went to him in two or 
three days, wishing him to come and see me 
again. He said, "What! is the man alive? 99 
She said, " Yes ; and the powders you sent him 
have done him much good." He seemed aston- 
ished, and said, "Then you must ascribe it to 
God, for I did not give him them with any ex- 
pectation of doing him any good, but to pacify 
you, as you seemed so distressed ; and I knew 
they were so simple they could do him no hurt." 
He sent me more, and in about three months, 
through the blessing of God, I was raised from 
my bed, and able to get about, so that I could do 
a little work, and on the Lord's-day go and speak 
to the people as before ; but I soon found that 
walking sixteen miles, and preaching twice caused 
my affliction to return ; so I begged of the Lord 
either to give me strength, or open a door that I 
might labour in his vineyard, without walking so 
far ; and, blessed be his dear name, he heard my 
cry, for, in a few weeks after a man came, wishing 
me to preach in a small chapel at Birmingham, 
the town in which I lived. I went; and the 
word having some outward effect in drawing a 
people to fill the place, I soon became settled; 
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and I waB juBt like Job, thought I was in my 
nest, and should live and die there. You see 
how foolish I was, I may say, almost foolish 
enough to think my trouble was over ; and so it 
was, for what I had suffered I could never suflfer 
again ; every one tells the number less ; but I 
soon found that others must follow, for in a short 
time my wife was deprived of her senses, and was 
in a raving state of madness for about nine months, 
so that at last I was under the necessity of sending 
her from home; but the Lord in his mercy 
restored her, so that she returned home again, 
yet continued to be a great trial to me, not being 
so far restored as to be left alone. 

One Lord's-day morning, just before I was 
going to chapel, she thought herself well enough 
to go with me, and I thought so too ; but, as she 
was dressing, and looking into the glass, she went 
off again into a raving state, so that I was compelled 
to secure her on the bed, and get some one to re- 
main with her while I went to preach, almost in 
a distracted state of mind myself. 

On my way to the chapel, I had to pass over a 
bridge, and mere the devil preached to me sound 
doctrine, and said, " The elect of God shall never 
perish ; those that God has loved, redeemed, and 
called, can never go to hell, die when they will, 
or how they will— -jump over the bridge." For a 
moment I stood thinking of my trials, and I 
thought, " I have been asking the Lord to lead 
me and guide me in the way he would have me to 
go," and the following words came with power, 
" This is the way, walk therein." " Well," I 
thought, " then I must walk on in my way of 
trouble, and not die in it." 

I went to chapel, and preached from Che above 
words, and I think I did ^somewhat -feaSoEM^ 
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week my wife took a garment to pledge for three 
shillings to make up the fire, and ourfears began to 
arise how we should obtain the next five shillings, 
as my affliction still continued. But blessed be 
God, he was better to us than all our fears, for, 
when she took up the third five shillings, he said, 
" Of course this is only your religious cant that 
prompts you to bring it ; I know you are not able 
to pay me, therefore," he said to her mother, 
"give her the fifteen shillings back again — we 
must give it them, I suppose." 

In this, I again saw the goodness of God, in 
shutting up the hearts of my friends from lendiue 
me the ten pounds, as the state of my health would 
not have allowed me to have paid them again to 
the time I should have promised, therefore the 
dear Lord sent me an enemy to Christ and his 
people, (as he lived and died so) to give it me : 
thus the Lord delivered me out of my trouble. 

About this time there were a few people met in 
& warehouse (belonging to one of them) to worship 
God, and out of that little number one of them 
died, and the good old man that preached to them 
was appointed to attend the funeral, and to preach 
a sermon the next Lord's Day. I have called him 
a good man, because I believe he had the grace 
of God in his heart, and is now in glory, notwith- 
standing what I am about to relate, which was a 
pain to him as long as he lived. At the funeral 
there were two infidels, and they began to 
pour contempt on the Bible; but the good old 
man, being a warm advocate for God's truth, with- 
stood them, and, being off his guard, and not ac- 
customed to take that, or very little of that which 
was presented before him, and from the heat of 
the conversation, when he got into the open air, 
fell ; and I would say, let this be a warning to us 
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and they stated I had been made useful the last 
time I had been there, and hoped I should not 
refuse. I was confident that was what my hands 
found to do. I named to the people the case, and 
they consented for me to go, with the exception of 
the person before named, who had communicated 
favours to so large an amount, and he wished me 
not to go. He called at my house two or three 
days before the appointment, and intreated me not 
to go. He pulled his purse out of his pocket, and 
said, " You know money is no object to me ; if 
you will not go, take what you will, it shall be 
yours. I acknowledged his former kindness, and 
asked him what I must do — whether I must act 
contrary to the word of God and my own con- 
science, and so oblige him ; or if I must go, 
according to the word of God, and my own con- 
science, and leave events to the Lord ? He said, 
certainly, I must go according to my own consci- 
ence. " Then," I said, " I must go." He left in 
anger. 

I went on the day appointed and took coach 
at Banbury, and my wife went to his town house 
there to dinner. After dinner, he said to Mrs. A., 
" Mr. Allen has this day made his friends his 
foes ;" and I soon after found it to be true. I 
arrived at Coalorton, and saw over the chapel 
door, on a stone, " Bethel Chapel," which I had 
cause to notice, as you will see shortly. 

After I had preached, a person from Sheeps- 
head, about two three miles from Coalorton, asked 
me to preach there on Monday evening. I did 
so ; and returning through Leicester, preached to 
Mr. Hardy's people, and then returned home to 
Boddicott. I soon found my friend was become 
my foe. For as I could not. sacrifice my consci- 
ence to comply with the wishes of this great man) 
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my disobedience became an unpardonable crime. 
But I must say, I never felt any guilt in my con- 
science. And I will speak to the praise of my 
covenant-keeping and covenant-performing God, 
he has ever preserved me from being shackled in 
preaching God's truth, by great and rich men, and 
I have had something to do with a few in my 
ministry. But to return. 

Finding that what he said must be law, and 
there was no appearance of reconciliation, I wrote 
to Coalorton, to say that my coming down there 
would be likely to cause my removal. I received 
a letter by return of post, saying I had no cause 
to alarm myself, for the Sheepshead people had 
been over, and had said they would join both 
causes together to find me a support, if anything 
took place that I should leave Boddicott. More- 
over, a Sir William Beaumont was coming into 
possession of the Coalorton estate, and he would 
support me at his own expense, if needed, and 
give me a house to live in free of rent. This was 
encouraging, yet contrary to my expectation, and 
I found afterwards, contrary to the will of God. 
But I will state why iff was contrary to my expec- 
tation, and shew it was not in accordance with the 
appointment of Jehovah. 

I had, about three months before, a dream. I 
dreamt I had left Boddicott, and was preaching 
at a chapel where there were many people come 
out of the country ; and when I came out of the 
chapel, found three men at the gate, finding fault 
with my preaching. I had left my great coat in 
the vestry. I went in to fetch it, as I thought, in 
my dream, and when I came out, I saw the three 
men riding on high horses, and they rode into a 
river, and I lost them. I then walked by some 
large buildings like colleges ; and as I was going 
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along, met a team of horses. These horses, I 
thought belonged to the great man before named 
at Boddicott. The fore horse took my coat off my 
arm, and tore it in pieces to all appearance. I 
attempted to extricate my coat out of the horse's 
mouth, and a man of large stature came from be- 
hind the waggon, and said if I took that out of the 
horse's mouth, he would pursue me to death. I 
said it was my own coat, and I would have it, if I 
obtained it bit by bit. I took it, and to my aston- 
ishment, it had received no hurt I then went on, 
and the man above named followed, much enraged, 
with a great stick in his hand. A person of a 
most beautiful countenance met him, and said, 
" What are you going to do ?" He replied, " To 
pursue that man unto death." He said, " You 
had better let him alone." But he followed me. 
I went down a narrow passage, that led into a 
place walled all around, and as I saw in my dream, 
the moon shone bright : it was dark on one side, 
and light on the other : I could see him, but he 
could not see me. Exodus xiv. 10. [I shall 
not stop to explain this dream here, but open it 
in its proper place.] Finding there was no way 
out but the way I went in, I came to the passage 
and stood, and lifted my hand and said, " Good 
bye ; the Lord has delivered me out of your hand." 
So I awoke, and found it a dream. 

This led me to think that if I left Boddicott, I 
should go to some place where there was very 
large buildings ; and as Coalorton was a very small 
village, as I said before, it was contrary to my 
expectations. 

I will now shew it was not in accordance with 
the appointment of God ; for as soon as I had 
read the letter, I went into my room, and my 
Bible lay open, and my eyes were fixed upon the 
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following words, Amos v. 5, " Seek not Bethel, 
nor enter Gilgal, and pass not to Beersheba, for 
Gilgal shall surely go into captivity, and Bethel 
shall come to nought." Now, " Bethel" was the 
chapel at Coalorton that I was not to seek, because 
it was to come to nought ; and it has since then. 
Beersheba took its name from a covenant made 
between Abraham and Abimelech, Gen. xxi. 32 ; 
and there was a covenant made between the Coal- 
orton people and the people at Sheepshead ; so 
there I was not to pass. Gilgal was where I was 
at. I was not to enter in there. I cried out, in 
bitterness of soul, " Lord, where must I go, or 
what must I do ?" I then sat down and began to 
think how long it was since the Lord told me at 
Coventry to go back to Gilgal, and tarry seven 
days, and he would come and shew me what I 
should do ; and I found it was seven times seven 
weeks, to the day, and on the day ; and all the 
answer I could get from the Lord was, " Enter 
not into Gilgal." I clearly saw I was not to stay ; 
so I sent in my resignation, not knowing where I 
should go, or what I should do. 

This found work for prayer and faith, so I took 
my case to God at a throne of grace, and begged 
if he had nothing more for me to do as a minister 
in his vineyard, he would open a door or way for 
me in my trade, so that I might find bread for 
myself and family ; and if he still designed me 
to labour in his vineyard, to open a door for me 
according to his own mind ; and the first door he 
opened, be the circumstances of the people what 
they may, so that they had some life, and loved 
the truth, I would go. I say some life, because 
the people I was with, as I said before, seemed to 
be dead and lifeless, so that I never heard a min- 
ister that preached amongst them say he found 
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'any liberty in delivering to them the word of truth. 
I then sent letters to a few ministers to inform 
them of my intention of leaving Boddicott ; and 
in a short time after I received an invitation from 
the people of Eden Chapel, Cambridge, to come 
for one month; another from Boston, another 
from Northampton, and another from Derby, and 
three or four other places ; but my heart seemed 
Hxed on Boston ; but as I promised the Lord I 
would go in at the first door he opened, I was 
bound to go to Cambridge, as they were the first 
that applied, and wished to engage me for one 
month. But, oh, what poor creatures we are ! 
My heart being still set on Boston, I thought I 
could soon settle the matter with the Cambridge 
people, and so have my own way and go to Bos- 
ton ; so I wrote to the following effect to the church 
at Cambridge : — " Brethren, I am weary of all en- 
gagemente lith men ; but if my coming for one 
Lord's-day would be of any service, I would come, 
as they might be tired of me the first Lord's-day, 
and not like to keep me, or I might not approve 
of them, and therefore not wish to stay with them; 
but if they wished me to come for one Lord's-day, 
I would come." 

I well remember my dear wife said, " Don't 
send that letter ; the people will think you are 
some hoggish fellow." I said, " That is what I 
want them to think, so that they may send me 
word not to come, and then I can with propriety 
go, as I want, to Boston." But the Lord knew 
how to confuse all my craft ; for the letter that I 
thought would be offensive, when read before the 
church, they all said, " This is the man we want. 
A straightforward man, that looks to God, and not 
man." So they sent me word to come, and go I 
did as soon as my time was expired at Boddicott. 
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You will remember my dream as I before stated 
I had some considerable time before I left Boddi- 
cott ; and if you refer to it and read this atten- 
tively, I think we shall see that God still seals in- 
struction by dreams and visions of the night. I 
think I shall never forget the feelings of my mind 
the first Lord's-day I entered Eden Chapel, 
Cambridge ; for as soon as I came up to the chapel 
door, I saw many country people gathering to* 
gether from the villages around, as I saw in my 
dream ; and when I entered the chapel, I was con- 
fident it was the same building I had seen in my 
vision, and, to my great astonishment, as soon as I 
stood up in the pulpit, I saw on my right hand the 
great man I saw in my dream come from behind 
the waggon and said he would pursue me to death 
if I took my coat out of the horse's mouth. I be- 
gan to preach. The text I preached from I for- 
get, but there was one there that will never forget 
it ; for while I was preaching, there came a young 
man and stood in the aisle. He appeared to be 
such a ruffian that no one seemed to offer him a- 
seat. I said " Put that poor young man into a 
seat," and they did so. After I came out of the 
chapel, as I saw in my dream, I saw at the gate, 

G , T , and Y , three men, finding 

fault with my preaching. I was informed that 
they had wanted a Mr. Hook, and because they 
could not have him they were determined to 
oppose all others the church might approve of. 
So here was part of my dream unfolded — the 
other part you shall see in its proper place. 

On my way to dinner, I saw the poor young 
man standing in the way. He looked very wishful 
at me as though he wanted to speak to me. I said 
to the deacon that was with me, *' There stands 
that poor ruffian that came into the chapel while I 



WILLIAM ALLEN. 87 

was preaching. I think he wants to speak with 
me." But the deacon said, "No; come on." 
However, I let go his arm, and went and spoke to 
the poor young fellow ; and it appeared evident 
the Lord had sent his own blessed word with Al- 
mighty power, for he is now a preacher of God's 
everlasting gospel, and has been acceptable to my 
people at the Cave, at Brighton, and other places. 
I preached the first, second, and third LordVday, 
and God evidently worked ; but still I wanted to 

go to Boston. Mr. H n, one of the deacons, 

came time after time wishing me not to write to 
any other place, as he was sure God had a work 
for me to do in Cambridge, and I thought so too ; 
yet my heart seemed still fixed on Boston. 

But God is never at a loss to settle his affairs, 
for he so afflicted me, that I found it impossible 
to take such a journey ; so one night as I re- 
tired to rest, I begged earnestly he would direct 
me in the way he would have me to go, and the 
following words fell upon my mind— " The Lord 
shall be seen over them, and his arrow shall go 
forth as the lightning ; and the Lord God shall 
blow the trumpet, and shall go with the whirlwinds 
of the south, and the Lord of hosts shall defend 
them, and they shall devour and subdue with 
sling stones," &c. Zechariah ix. 14, 15, 16. I 
was compelled to say, " Lord, if thou wilt blow 
the trumpet, I will remain, for it will be sure to 

have a certain sound." Mr. H , one of the 

deacons, called upon me next morning to know 
my mind. I informed him of what had been 
brought to my mind, and that I could not with- 
stand it, believing it to be of God ; and I must 
say I never doubted my going to Cambridge to 
be of the Lord from that time to this. I therefore 
consented to engage with them for six months. I 
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went down to Boddicott to fetch my family ; and 
one of the friends lent a large miller's waggon to 
take my goods, and another came and said he had 
been round to some of the friends, and had brought 
me a small token of respect if I would accept of it. 
I think it was about ten pounds. So we went to 
Cambridge, as rich as a Jew and a Jewess. The 
congregation increased, and the chapel became 
filled; but, after I had been there some little 
time, I found there was a party spirit between the 
two deacons, and this proved a but against real 
peace. 

After I had been there three months, one of the 
deacons came and informed me they had an article 
in the church book expressing that a minister 
should preach three months before he settled over 
them as a pastor ; and as I had preached to them 
three months, the people were very desirous I 
should be settled among them. The church had 
met to that effect, and wished me to consent, to 
which I said, " No ; you have engaged me for 
six months, and we will wait the six months to see 
how God works by his word, before any thing 
like settlement takes place." At the expiration 
of the six months, the deacons came to me again 
to know my mind. I wished them to wait a little 
longer, and not lay hands on me suddenly, as I 
ougnt to be well acquainted with them, and they 
with me, so as to see that we had love enough for 
each other to live together peaceably. We waited 
some time, and being solicited again, I consented 
to comply, if the church were perfectly satisfied. 
A time was then appointed for the church to 
meet, and my case was the subject of their meet- 
ing. 

In the morning before the meeting took place, 
the other deacon called at my house, as he usually 
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did, and said they were going to meet that after- 
noon to give me a call to become their stated 
pastor, and he was perfectly satisfied with the 
ministry, and felt us great a union to me as any 
one could do; but if I had any correspondence 
with the New Zealand people, as they called 
them,* he should be under the painful necessity 
of holding up his hand against me at the meeting, 
as he fully believed them to be enemies to the 
cause of God at Eden Chapel. 

I had my private opinion respecting that people, 
as they had gathered round me, and invited me 
to their houses, and I had as closely watched 
their movements and spirit, so that I was fully 
convinced what the deacon said about them was 
true ; but that I might see the hand of God more 
plain in my settlement, I kept my opinion to 
myself, and said to him, I would not have my 
conscience bound who I should hold correspond- 
ence with for all Cambridge; therefore he was 
at liberty to do as he thought best. I wished to 
do nothing, nor say anything, that might in the 
least lead or tend to influence any member to vote 
for me. 

He went to the meeting, and that afternoon 

Mr. C , Mr. H.- — -, and Mrs. P- , gave 

in their experience to the church. Mr. H , 

the deacon above named, came to my house after 
the meeting was over, and said, " Well, brother 

Allen, C ■ ■ , H" , and Mrs. P ■ ■ gave such 

a testimony of your ministerial usefulness, that I 
was compelled to hold up my hand for you, and 
I may say the call was unanimous, with the ex- 

* They were men that had crept round their late minister 
when he first came, and afterwards treated him with contempt. 
They opened a place in opposition in New Town, therefore 
were called the New Zealand people. 
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ception of G and T ; and we hope they 

will, in the Lord's time, be brought to submit." 
I then said, "Now I will tell you my private 
opinion of the New Zealand people, as you call 
them. I am satisfied they are no friends to our 
cause, and therefore I have broken off all corres- 
pondence with them for some time. But I would 
not give you that information before you went to 
the meeting, so that there might be nothing on 
my part to influence you to vote for me ; there- 
fore I hope you more clearly see the hand of God 
in my coming amongst you." He said, " I do, 
and nothing can be more plain." But I shall 
have to tell you, before I have done, that this 
man and the three others were the leading persons 
in my removal. 

But to return. The next day the other deacon 
called upon me, and said the church were all 

agreed, with the exception of Messrs. G and 

1 , and they had made up their minds to 

oppose because they could not have Mr. Hook, 
and had said my character ought to be enquired 
into ; therefore, would I give him a reference to 
one of my friends at Boddicott. I said, "No; I 
will give you a reference to one of my greatest 
enemies there. He was once a kind friend, but 
I could not sacrifice my conscience to please him 
in not going to Coalorton, and sending in my re- 
signation had made him my enemy." I also said, 
"If he will not give me a character, then I will 
direct you to one of my friends." The deacon 
wrote to the above-named person. This will give 
me an opportunity to explain the remainder of 
my dream. The answer was, "Mr. Allen is a 
very obstinate man, and would go out contrary to 
the wish of the people." 

When this was read to the church, they said, 
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" We are perfectly satisfied ; if this man could 
have rent Mr. Allen's character he would have 
done so, by the spirit in which he writes ; there- 
fore we are quite satisfied." I said, " No ; write 
to him again, to know if my conduct was good or 
bad, and for him to say yes or no ; and bring me 
your letter before you send it, and I will write a 
few words to* him therein, and then you can seal 
it up, send it, and wait his answer." They did 
so ; and I wrote in their letter the following, 
" Sir, I thank you for all past favours ; but as 
the people have written to you, I hope you will, 
if my conduct was unbecoming the gospel I 
preached during the two years I was with you, 
point it out in its blackest colour, and speak as a 
man and a christian." And the reply was, ss He 
was so engaged, he could not attend to it." So, 
as I saw in my dream, he could not rend my coat 
nor character. 

The deacon said there was no need to write 
more, as the church were perfectly satisfied ; but 
I said, " No ; you asked me at first for an address 
to a friend. My enemy cannot, blessed be God, 
say anything. against me; now write to a friend 
that has been in the ministry many years, and 
retired, and lived near me at Boddicott." They 
did so ; and the reply was, that " he believed he 
knew as much about Mr. Allen's conduct as any 
man in the village, and he could say, ' Behold an 
Israelite, in whom there is no allowed guile.' " 
This settled the matter. 

As soon as the three disaffected men (that I 
saw in my dream ride on high horses and ride 
into a river) found they could not gain their end 
to find some fault in my character, they went off, 
and true enough they went off into base error, 
and what became of them I must leave — at least, 
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two of them — but the man of great stature, he 
remained to perform his work. . I have often 
looked back upon the goodness of God in pre- 
serving me. He was a very insinuating man, and 
continually coming to my house ; and had not the 
Lord revealed him to me in that dream, I believe 
I should have been betrayed by him. He went 
from house to house to prejudice the people 
against me. 

About this time a man came from Birmingham 
that knew me in my natural state, and meeting 
with this man, told him I had been a dancer, 
card-player, &c. This information gave him 
fresh matter to work upon ; but as the Lord would 
have it, that very LordVday he was receiving 
that information, I preached from the following 
words, " Such were some of you," &c. And in 
stating what some of us had been, I referred to 
the very things above-named ; so that when he, 
was trying to pursue me to the death of my 
character, the friends said to him, "Why, Mr. 
Allen told us all this himself last Lord's-day." 
Therefore the Lord delivered me out of his hands, 
as I said, as I awoke from my dream. I think if 
the reader compare the dream as before stated, he 
will find the interpretation clear. 

A day was set apart for the purpose of recog- 
nising the union agreed to, and Mr. Gadsby, and 
other ministers solicited to attend on the occasion ; 
and I believe the Lord was with us on that day 
in a special manner. They could not engage to 
give me a stated salary, tnerefore it was agreed 
that, after the interest on the debt, and all other, 
expenses were paid, I was to receive for my 
labours the overplus, be it little or much. We 
went on very comfortably for some length of time; 
the Lord worked in the ministry of the word, and 



WILLIAM ALLEN. . 98 

many were added to the church ; also the congre- 
gation so increased, that we found it needful to 
erect galleries. The trustees were consulted, and 
it was decided that a public statement be laid be- 
fore the people, to obtain subscriptions to accom- 
plish the above-named design. A builder was 
applied to, who engaged to erect galleries for £210, 
and give a long credit, not considering any in- 
terest. We thought this a kind interposition of 
Divine Providence. We met the trustees, and 
they consented, with the proviso that I engaged 
to use all my influence among the people to obtain 
subscribers to pay for them, in connexion with the 
old debt arising from the erection of the chapel. 
This I consented to, and orders were given to Mr. 
B , the builder, to commence the work, with- 
out any written agreement. 

One of the trustees fearing the builder's agree- 
ment might not stand, being so liberal, and he 
being a man fond of money — as too many, even of 
God's children, are — called upon the buijder, and 
asked him if he intended to receive no interest. 

Mr. B replied, he must have interest. This 

produced a confusion, and orders were given to 
Mr. B to stop the work, as the work was be- 
gun. Mr. B— — - engaged, by a written agreement, 
to receive no interest for the first twelve months, 
and what remained after that time unpaid, should 
be subject to interest. That being agreed to, the 
work went on, and we soon found the galleries 
filled with people. This was pleasing, but not to 
all, for some few began to think, u It cannot be 
truth, or we should not have so many come to hear 
it." But we must make allowance for natural dis- 
position — poor things ! — for there are some people 
never satisfied, fall nor fasting. If the seats are 
empty, then they complain, and want ^rhat *3rk^ 
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call a great man ; and if the seats are full, they 
complain, and say the minister is not faithful, or 
exciting enough, or he would drive them away. 
But we must say of them as David did of those 
that could not discover the deep things of God — 
" A brutish man knoweth not, neither doth a fool 
understand this." Psalm xcii. 6. It was evident 
their understanding could not be very good, as 
they cried me up as being something great, and 
have in public prayer thanked God that he had 
sent them a man able to feed them with the bread 
of life ; and afterwards to take the judgment seat 
and declare I was never sent by the Lord to preach 
his word, neither had I the grace of God in my 
heart. So it appeared they must be void of un- 
derstanding, or very foolish, to proclaim me a man 
sent of God, before my testimony had been sealed 
by the Holy Ghost in their souls. 

But this was no new thing ; Paul found it to be 
so among the Galatians, who received him as an 
angel of God, even as Jesus Christ, and afterwards 
looked upon him as an enemy. Gal. iv. 14. But 
we went on, as we found these men something like 
a bullock's horn, not full in support of the cause 
when there, nor missed when gone. I formed a 
plan I thought most likely to be successful in ob- 
taining the desired end of paying the debt ; and 
the plan was, to obtain 200 subscribers, and divide 
them into classes according to their circumstances ; 
and I gave it out from the pulpit, and solicited the 
females to come forward as collectors. This was 
approved of, and the collectors found subscriptions 
to more than £20 the first three months ; and I 
think by these means, of a penny a week and up- 
wards, we obtained more than £80 that year. The 
subscribers then enquired how much was obtained; 
the collectors then applied to me, wishing me to 
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give the information so required. I applied to 
one of the deacons, who acted both as treasurer 
and secretary, to give me an account of the money 
collected, for the satisfaction of the subscribers. 
He refused to give me any account, saying no one 
but the trustees had any thing to do with it. I 
endeavoured to pacify die collectors by saying I 
would see and get the accounts as soon as I could, 
not wishing them to know he would not give up 
his accounts, as he said, to any but the trustees ; 
feeling convinced, if the collectors and subscribers 
knew he would not, it would be injurious to the 
subscriptions. I intended to see him again, hoping 
he might see the propriety of doing so, and I 
waited upon him, but without effect, as he still 
stated none but the trustees had any right to know 
any thing about it, therefore would not give me 
nor collectors the account as to what had been col- 
lected. I should have made this known to the 
church, but I was willing to make allowance for 
his weakness, believing him to be a gracious man, 
yet a very weak-minded one ; but this I kept to 
myself, hoping after a time he might be constrained 
to give up his accounts, for the satisfaction of the 
subscribers, &c. And as I had engaged to use 
my influence among the people towards liquida- 
ting the debt, I publicly thanked the collectors 
for their perseverance, and the people for their 
liberal contributions. One of the trustees came to 
me after the service, and said, " Mr. Allen, you 
had better not have any thing to do with money 
matters." I said, " Well, sir, I shall be very 
glad to give it up into your hands, as I am satisfied 
the less a minister has to do with those things, 
the better." Therefore I considered myself 
delivered from my engagement in saying any 
more, or using my influence among the people. 
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But it some way or other became known that he 
would not give up his accounts, and had said none 
but the trustees had any thing to do with it. So 
the subscribers naturally said (as I expected it 
would be,) " Let the trustees pay for it then." 
So the subscriptions fell off at once. 

You will think it strange, but so it was, when 
they found this falling off, he and others joined 
together to reproach me by saying I had told a 
lie ; I had promised to do all I could to remove 
the debt, and now took no notice of it. This went 
on for some considerable time, working privately 
a prejudice in the minds of the people, against me. 
Finding this become injurious to the cause, I 
waited upon them, and the subject being investi- 
gated, they acknowledged their fault ; and I hoped 
all these rough things were made straight, and we 
should go on as before in peace. But soon after, 

Mr. proposed his son-in-law as a member ; 

he was heard before the church, and was not re- 
ceived, because he gave no satisfaction to any 

(but Mr. and Mrs. ) that a work of grace was 

at all begun. 

This gave offence, and produced such unplea- 
santness in the mind of Mrs. , who had such 

an high opinion of her own judgment, as to be 
quite competent to decide on any case. She now 
became desirous of taking vengeance on me, and 
charged me with preaching error, and published 
it abroad that I was become an Unitarian ; and 
once stood up in the congregation, to the disturb- 
ance of those around her, by saying that I was 

preaching the above-named doctrine. Mr. , 

the other deacon, waited on her, and wished her 
to give a reason for what she had said, but she 
refused to do so. I then, with him, waited on her. 
She said I was an Unitarian, only I would not be 
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faithful to bring it forth fully and plainly. My 
friend, the deacon, said, " You know your accu- 
sation is false ; but Mr. Allen has offended you 

and Mr '. , and you want to get him out of the 

chapel." She said, " I do, and I will, cost me 
what it may." I replied, " I am willing to leave, 
if the church wish me." And finding*™ could 
do nothing with her, the case was brought before 
the church, and we found but one among all the 
members that perceived anything like that error 

in my ministry. This was a Mrs. , a friend 

of Mrs. . She said she had perceived it some 

time in my ministry ; for having formerly sat un- 
der an Unitarian, she found me frequently make 
use of the same words as he. did. Being asked by 
the church to name them, she replied, " In him 
dwelleth all the fulness of the Godhead bodily." 
You may feel satisfied that many smiled at her 
weakness, and some felt indignant at her, knowing 
she said what she did to please her friend Mrs. 

, and was led aside by the craft of her friend. 

I wished the church to pass by it, as her weak- 
ness, hoping my kindness and forbearance might 
have some good effect on the bad feeling of Mrs. 

. But this was only the beginning of my 

trouble among the people at Cambridge. 

As my trouble was now commenced in the 
church, I found there was trial upon trial. My 
son, about seventeen years of age, was doing no- 
thing, and I felt desirous of placing him under 
some person to learn a trade. This I did, which 
took every shilling I could get together ; but it 
failed in my expectation and hope, and my means 
all failed in placing him in another situation, so 
he was at home again as a heavy burden ; and 
although I felt great rebellion; the dear Lord, in 
his goodness and mercy, constrained me to cry to 
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him in prayer. And about this time the people 
wished me to go out a begging for their cause. I 
consented ; and on my way called at Nottingham, 
and preached in the morning, and die minister and 
deacons wished me to speak again in the evening. 
I name this to shew that God will send by whom 
he will send, and work for and in his people as he 
has purposed in his own mind. That evening 
there was a coachman that lived in the town was 
unwell, and could not drive his coach that day ; 
but in the evening, taking a walk with his wife, 
heard singing in the chapel, turned in, and the 
Lord was pleased to bless his own word to the 
conversion of both of them. So the Lord plainly 
worked in, and I proved afterwards that the Lord 
was working for me, at the same time; for a 
gentleman asked me to dine with him die next 
day ; and after dinner, while in conversation, I 
perceived an old gentleman on the other side of 
the table somewhat affected, and when he arose, 
he gave me an invitation to his house at Leicester. 
I called, and he desired me to make his house my 
home as long as I stayed in town ; and when I 
left, he furnished me with sufficient means to put 
my son into another situation. 

Thus I saw the Lord working for me again, 
and I began to lift up my head : but I soon had to 

come down again ; for about this time a Mr. 

(one of the young men that was received into the 
church when they met to give me the call) stated 
his desire to speak in the name of the Lord Jesus. 
Knowing him to be a man of argument, and in 
possession of mind, and strong memory, and also 
hoping he was a gracious man, I encouraged him, 
by admitting him into my pulpit to engage in 
prayer, and at other times speaking to the people 
in the table-pew, not at all suspecting that he 
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at the same time wanted my pulpit and place ; but 
so it was ; and he soon began to complain of my 
expressions, by saying, he did not like to hear me 
say, God the Holy Gnost. 

This led me to fear all was not right ; so I pro- 
posed him to speak before the church, and I made 
it a matter of fervent prayer to God, that if the 
Lord had called him to the work of the ministry, 
that he would open his mouth before the people ; 
and if not, whatever he might get by dint of study, 
the Lord would confuse it and shut him up, so 
that he might not be able to utter the things he 
had learned and committed to memory ; and the 
latter was the case, for the poor man was not able 
to enter into anything, and continued to speak but 
a few minutes. The church knowing that he was 
not one exercised with the fear of man, concluded 
his being so closed up could not arise from fear, 
but from the want of God's gift and calling to the 
work, and so decided. I, as the representative of 
the members, told him I would advise him to at- 
tend to his business at the present, and wait and 
see what the Lord would do ; for if the Lord had 
a work for him to do in his vineyard, he would 
find a way out for him to do it in his own time. 

At this advice he was greatly offended, and sent 
me a violent and abusive letter, ordering his name 

to be taken off the church-book. He, Mrs. , 

(before named,) and a few more, went and opened 
a school-room in the neighbourhood, and spoke of 
me in the worst terms. They went on for a little 
tune, to the injury of my character, mind, and 
circumstances. At last die Lord left him to him- 
self, and he got into the company of the drunkard 
at some game, and from there to the dancing-booth 
in the fair, and was carried home in a wretched 
condition. This broke up their cause, and the 
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hand of God was seen going out against them. 
But my trouble was not over; for about this 
time it was reported that another member was un- 
just in his dealings as a tradesman. I was not 
willing to give credit to the report without proof, 
and as I had dealings with him myself, I thought 
it proper to be satisfied before I said anything to 
him concerning the matter. I weighed the goods 
I received from him, and soon found the report to 
be true. I then, according to the word of God, 
spoke to him alone, but I found nothing but 

violence. I wished Mr. , one of the deacons, 

to go with me to him, that we might shew our 
disapprobation of such conduct, convince him of 
his wrong, and, if possible, restore him to a sense 
of right ; but he received us with great anger. I 
must say all lawful means were used to bring him 
to acknowledgement, but without effect. 

But the case led to a terrible contention in the 

church ; and at this time Mrs. having failed 

in raising a cause in opposition, comes forward 
with her old charge that I was an Unitarian. We 
then insisted upon her giving a reason for what 
she had said ; and the only reason she could assign 
was, that one evening I was speaking of Jesus 
Christ crying " My God, my God," and I did 
not say it was his humanity crying to Godhead ; 
therefore, as I only spoke of him as man, she be- 
lieved I was an Unitarian. We used all means 
we could to bring her and the man to a sense of 
their wrong, but all without effect ; and after en- 
during a great deal of angry feelings and violent 
expressions, they were both separated. My trouble 
did not end here; for her husband, being the 
other deacon, and he having so high an opinion 
of her judgment, began privately to discourage 
the congregation in subscribing to my support. 
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As I had no stated salary, they thought to starve 
me out. This went on some time before we dis- 
covered the cause of the people falling off in their 
support, as the chapel was well attended. One 
gentleman that always gave me one pound every 
three months privately, stopped his hand; and 
the day that I heard he did not intend to give it 
me, I was much cast down, as I had depended 
upon it to make a payment. 

I remember I went to the chapel that evening 
very much dejected, not knowing what I should 
do ; but I saw the Lord's hand most blessedly in 
that matter also, for, as I was preaching, there 
came a gentleman to hear me that had never heard 
me before, and the Lord met with him in the 
ministry of his word; and after service was over 
he gave me two pounds. So the Lord made up 
my loss, I may say, tenfold, for the gentleman 

alluded to was a Mr. H s, a nobleman by title, 

who proved to me a friend as long as he lived ; 
and I believe he is now in glory — there are not 
many rich, but it is not said there are not any. 
Blessed be God there are a few that have both the 
power and will to help the poor saints ; and it has 
been my lot to find a few in times of necessity. 

But what made me more plainly to see the 
hand of God was, the man that withheld his 
pound lived but two months after ; so that, had 
he paid it me, it would have been the last. So 
that the poor old deacon only deprived me in 
that case of one pound, and the Lord sent me 
two, and a friend as long as I needed him. Yet 
the poor old man did not give up his angry 
feeling, for he did all he could to prejudice the 
minds of the people against me ; and not only 
spoke of me in private, but in public, as the basest 
and worst of men ; and went about in person, and 
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by letters, to prejudice my friends against me, so 
that I might not obtain a support, having no 
stated salary ; and he being secretary and treasurer 
too, he had great power. 

But the Lord was still at work for me ; for one 
friend that he thought he had secured on his side, 
and against me, as she was receiving letters from 
him, sent them to me at a church-meeting. 

Some time after, I named to the church that I 
was fully satisfied there was discontent in the 
church, and if I was the cause I should feel a 
pleasure in that cause being removed by my 
leaving, and I would that day take three months' 
notice, and leave them in peace, if the church 
wished it. I then turned to the poor old deacon, 
and wished him, if he had anything against me, 
to state it before the church then present ; but he 
was silent. I then again said, " My brother, if 
you have anything on your mind, speak it to my 
face ;" but he stiff remained silent. I then said, 
" Have you held any correspondence with Mrs. 

C 1 concerning me ?" He said, " No." I 

said, " Have you sent her no letter ?" He said, 
"Not particular; I received a note from her." 
I then pulled out of my pocket four letters I re- 
ceived from her of his, and I said, " Do you know 
these?" He acknowledged to them in the 
presence of the church, and expressed his sorrow. 
I forgave it, and passed by that also. I then 
took the sense of the church by a show of hands, 
and every hand was up for me to remain. 

We now went on peaceably for a time; the 
Lord worked, and several were added to the 
church, and I began to think my mountain stood 
firm ; but I soon found more work for faith and 
prayer. Tidings came that my son had left his 
situation, and was gone to sea. This, I thought, 
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would break his poor mother's heart, her distress 
was so great ; and I must say I felt it very heavy, 
yet I could not give that outward vent to my 
feelings as she did. I cried mightily to the 
Lord ; and in a short time my son came home to 
stay for a few days, and then take his leave of us, 
as ne had made all ready to go a voyage for two 
years at least. My inward distress I cannot 
describe; sometimes I felt very rebellious, and 
thought, " Let him go," and so many of my 
friends said; but, as my poor distressed wife 
said, " he is not their son/' This I felt keenly, 
as I felt for him as such, and often said, " how 
can I give him up?" But, through mercy, I 
was kept crying to God that he would let me see 
his hand. The time drew near for his departure, 
and his mind still fixed to go. On the evening 
before he was to start for London to enter the 
vessel, I went to a friend's house, in hopes I 
might obtain a little consolation ; he was led to 
speak of the faithfulness and goodness of God, 
but it was no consolation to me. I knew all 
power belonged to God ; but as he seemed to pay 
no attention to my prayers, I lost all sight and 
sense of his goodness to me, and felt as though I 
could quarrel with God, and his people who 
spake of his goodness ; and such was the state of 
my mind, I left my friend's house without even 
wishing him good night ; and, on coming away, 
the following words fell on my mind as though 
they stopped me, — " I will go before thee ;" and 
I stood still and said, S€ Lord, I have been to the 
wrong place for help ; I have been to man ; and 
thou hast said, s Look to me,' and now say, c Thou 
wilt go before me,' then I must follow after." 
And I walked some distance, somewhat refreshed ; 
but my darkness soon returned, and I said, ' Lord, 
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this is for me, I want something for the lad ;" 
and my darkness became so great, that for some 
moments I lost all sense of where I was, or what 
I was doing ; and in that state it was to me as 
though a light shone around me, and the words 
fell into my soul with such power, they overcame 
me — " And I will keep him." I burst out, and 
said, " Then, Lord, I will give him up into thy 
hands." 

I reached home, and said to my poor distressed 
wife, " Come, let us retire to rest, and rest on 
God too, for he has spoken to me I am sure to- 
night, and has said, ' I will keep him ;' and, 
blessed be his dear name, he is the God of the 
sea as well as of the dry land." She said, " True ; 
but I have been crying to the Lord to keep him 
on land, and I must say I have felt some sweet- 
ness in asking." I said, " Well, the Lord's will 
be done; I can from my heart give him up." 
So we retired to rest that night, and enjoyed our 
sleep better than we had for some time. In the 
morning we arose, and as nine o'clock was the 
time appointed, I cheerfully said, " Come, Wil- 
liam, get ready ; I can freely give you up into the 
hands of that God that has ever been my helper, 
guide, and support." He burst into tears, and 
said, " Father, if you will pass by all that has 
taken place, I will not go to sea, but endeavour 
to obtain something to do and remain at home." 
I thought this would have been too much for his 
poor mother, who had been wrestling with God 
to keep him on land ; and I must say the good- 
ness of the Lord was so great, that I could not 
help thinking I was something like Abraham — 
when God made me willing to give him up, the 
Lord gave him me ; and I never heard him speak 
of going to sea afterwards. So the Lord was 
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better to us than our fears in that trouble also, I 
then began to think the Lord was about to make 
my path a little more smooth and bright ; but ^ 
was not long before another cloud came over that 
made me dread and tremble, as I knew God had 
sealed instructions by dreams and visions of the 
night. 

I dreamed I came down out of the pulpit in 
Eden Chapel to take some water, feeling faint ; 
and as I was going up the pulpit stairs again, I 
heard some one in my dream say, " He is a drunk- 
ard ;" I turned round to the congregation, in my 
dream, and said, " Have any of you proved this 
in my conduct, when I nave visited at your 
houses ?" and they, with one voice, cried out, 
st No, no." I then ascended, and on opening the 
pulpit door, found part of the pulpit taken away, 
by bricks being placed up edgewise. I removed 
from there into some large place like a church, 
where was a great tumult and contention, and it 
was agreed that two men should meet on a plat : 
form and fight, to decide the dispute. I then saw, 

in my dream, Mr. , and Mr. , the two 

deacons, come on the platform, and Mr. put 

his hand on Mr. 's shoulder, and the latter 

fell, and was carried out in shame. But my dream 

did not end here, for I saw Mr. and about 

seven or eight more in the market place, raising a 
tumult and a riot ; I stood on a place elevated 
above the others, and endeavoured to obtain peace, 
but without effect, as these men stood with Mr. 

, and had heads as large as a bushel measure, 

and coarse instruments of music in their hands, 
and made a hideous noise so that my voice might 
not be heard. I then came away, and, as I thought 
in my dream, walked down a street, and there met 
with a man with such a beautiful countenance I 
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never saw, only in vision ; I asked him to direct 
me on my way for Birmingham, as I wanted to 
get away from this tumult ; he said, " You can- 
not possibly get away." I then, in my dream, 
Went to a house in which there were three per* 
sons ; I asked them to direct me, but they all said, 
" You cannot get away at present, as all ends of 
the town are closed up to prevent your moving." 
I then went on, with a strong determination to 
make my escape some way or other, and I met 
Mr. , the old deacon, with about 5,000 sol- 
diers, all armed, and Mr. thrust a sword be- 
tween my legs ; I put my right thumb upon his 
sword, overcame his violence, fled from him, and 
made my escape unhurt. Still I felt determined 
to get away from the tumult ; I went on, in my 
dream, till I came to the point of a river, and there 
were two roads, one to the right, and the other to 
the left ; I went down the left hand, and there 
saw the eight men with large heads all torn in 
pieces, scattered about the road, and a row of bulls 
in a line across the road to prevent me from pass- 
ing. I then came up again and went down the 
right hand road, and there saw the same* I then, 
in my dream, lifted up my hands to heaven, and 
said, " Lord, I cannot go ; I will be content to 
wait thy will." 

So I awoke, and found it all a dream ; and it 
was not long before it began to unfold in the 

bringing of it to light ; for Mr. and his wife 

had (all the time we thought things were going 
on well and peacable) been, in a private way, work- 
ing against me, so as to circulate base reports, 
which were brooding, and brought forth conten- 
tion. Mr. , the other deacon, brought the 

case before the church, and insisted upon Mr. 
giving a reason for defaming my character, 
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if he could produce any. As Mr. — — was silent, 

Mr said, " You must bring forth a reason 

for what you have said, or fall under the censure of 

the churcn." Mr. - then arose from his seat, 

and went out silent and ashamed, as I 6aw him 
carried out of the church in my dream. He then 
went and opened a house in the same street. A few 
went with him, and his wife (Mrs. -) encou- 
raged them, for they began to fear they should not 
be able to accomplish their end in starving me out; 
but she. cheered them on by saying, " Wait ; Allen 
will soon be taken off by death." And no won- 
der she should think so ; for, with what I suffered 
in my poor afflicted body for more than ten years, 
and what I suffered from their unkindness, was 
enough to kill any man — " but, till he bid, I could 
not die." But I was informed, some time after- 
wards, she was taken away by death ; be this as 
it may, she was one of those great-headed persons 
I saw in the market-place, and in the road torn 
to pieces. And I must say I have lived td 6ee the 
hand of the Lord upon every one of them, and 
some very heavily, which I shall notice in a proper 
place. 

But to return. Finding all means fail in pre- 
vailing upon the poor old deacon to give up the 
books and accounts, the other deacon brought the 
case before the church, and he was separated. 
There was a few of the old members that felt a 
natural attachment to the old deacon, and they 
began to disturb the church, by saying the other 
deacon had acted violent; they went about to 
represent me as base, and him as a tyrant ; so our 
church-meeting became more like a riot or tumult 
in a market place than the garden of the Lord. 
Several more at this time were separated. I bless 

15 St 
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God I had no hand in cutting off, although it was 
represented that I separated all the old members. 
I never proposed, nor, to my knowledge, lifted 
up my hand for one to be cut off. 

This was the army I saw in my dream ; both 
world and church seemed let loose upon me : for 
about this time my master, for whom I worked 
thirteen years, and had left six years, had left on 
his books an account of fifteen pounds, for which 
I had no receipt to shew it was paid. I sent word 
to say, nothing was I indebted, and nothing 
should I pay. They sent back to say, if I did 
not acknowledge and agree to pay it by some 
means, they should write to my deacons. As the 
old deacon was the only one that lived in Cam- 
bridge, they (of course not knowing anything of 
his separation) would write to him, and as things 
were in such a confused state, poor as I then was, 
I thought it would be a. sweet meal for the old 
deacon to eat ; so I wrote, saying, unjust as the 
claim was, sooner than have any litigation, I would 
pay it as soon as I could. As soon as they had 
got my acknowledgment, they served me with a 
copy of a writ for the sum. I think at this time 
I had not one shilling in the house ; and, from 
the affliction of my body, my son out of employ, 
and the church aft in a ferment, I believe, if God 
had not given a word, I should have sunk under 
satan's temptation; but the word of God was 
brought seasonable — " There is an effectual door 
opened," and so I proved it ; for as I sat by the 
fire in the afternoon, bemoaning my case, a natural 
man, that sat under my ministry, called to see me, 
and he had not been in the house long before he 
said, " If you should want any money at any time, 
I can let you have it." I was struck with wonder 
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and silence. He said, " I have twenty pounds at 
my command that is of no use to me, and if you 
will, you can have it now." 

I thanked him, and said I would accept of his 
offer ; but I would give him a bill three months 
after date. He said. " No ; if my word was not 
worth £20, it was not to be taken in the pulpit." 
I said, a bill was needful in case of death. He 
then said, " If a bill was needful, he would pay 
for the stamp." I received the money ; and true 
enough there was " an effectual door" opened, for 
it cleared me ; so that I had no one that could say, 
" Pay me that thou owest me," except the person 
to whom I had given the bill ; and I saw after- 
wards it was of the Lord's mercy I did give him 
that bill ; for some time afterwards I said some- 
thing in the pulpit he took to himself and was 
so offended, that he sent the next day a note to 
call in his £20, and stated that if it was not paid 
in at that time, he would sell the bed from under 
me ; and I believe he would have done it, there 
and then, if he had not been prevented by the 
bill. 

But to return to the church. As some of them 
had represented my only deacon a " tyrant,*' we 
thought it necessary to have another, and a Mr. 

H was chosen and appointed by the church. 

About this time, Mr. C , the young man that 

had been heard preach before the church, and had 
opened two or three places without effect, came 
back again to the chapel ; and after he had at- 
tended for some length of time, we asked him at 
one of our prayer-meetings to engage ; he did so, 
and there confessed before God how he had acted 
towards me, the sorrow he had felt on account of 
it, and begged the Lord to preserve him in future. 
Afterwards he called at my house, solicited my 
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forgiveness, and stated his desire to unite again 
with the church. Believing what he stated to be 
true, I forgave him from my heart, and proposed 
him to the church as a member. This met the 
wishes of the body, with the exception of two or 
three, and one of them was the deacon that had 
before been represented as a " tyrant ;" and I 
must confess his opposition in this matter was 
violent; but as the church then thought with me 
the young man was sincere, (though we proved 
otherwise afterwards,) he was received into the 
church again. The violence of the deacon above- 
named still remaining, I took an opportunity to 
tell him I feared he was too rash in his manner to 
the church, and hoped he would be more gentle. 
He then turned as violent upon me, and brought 
a charge against me that I proved before the trus- 
tees and church was upon himself. He then be- 
came determined that I should leave, and the 
church was determined I should not ; so a war com- 
menced between them : I tried with all my might 
to obtain peace, and I believe no poor captive in 
the world would have been better pleased to have 
made his escape than I should at that time. 

Our church meetings were held in the afternoon 
of the Lord's-day ; the church and congregation 
kept up their attention, and 6till pressed me to 
stay. I remember one afternoon I did expect to 
feel more than words, and the words were painful 
enough. One of them told me I should come to 
beg my bread from door to door ; my reply to him 
was, u If the Lord so order it in his all-wise pro- 
vidence, I will promise to pass your door." He 
was then in circumstances of prosperity ; but some 
time after, I was informed he was at work for six 
shillings per week. At one of these awful meet* 
ings they kept me till the chapel was filled for the 
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evening service, and I was compelled to go out of 
this confusion into the pulpit, and going up stairs 
the following words came to me powerfully, " No 
weapon that is formed against thee, shall prosper ; 
and every tongue that rise up in judgment against 
thee, thou shalt condemn;" and I believe I 
preached that night with the Holy Ghost, and with 

Ewer, as my enemies were compelled to acknow- 
Ige. But the restless nights that my poor soul 
passed through, so that I could have chosen death 
rather than life ! yet the dear Lord supported my 
soul by these words, (Zeph. iii. 19. 20,) (t Be- 
hold, at that time I will undo all that afflict 
thee." &c, &c. And when I felt cast down and 
ready to give up, for fear I should come to ruin, 
some part of these words were sweetly applied to 
my mind ; and when I was brought into temporal 
need, some kind unknown or known friend was 
sent of God to supply my then present needs* 
Still the storm continued, and the violence of the 
deacon remained. He took the church-book 
away, and would not give it up. Some of the 
members waited upon him time after time, but all 
in vain ; he would not give up the book, nor re- 
turn back to his place. The church wished to 
separate him, but I begged to suspend him for a 
time, as I had to several others, that all means 
might be used to restore if possible. 

We went on for a short time without interrup- 
tion, with exception of Mr. , the deacon that 

had taken the church-book, who would sometimes 
stand on the outside of the chapel door and abuse 
me when I came out. This used to pierce me 
through, when I came to look back upon the 
friendship there had been between us, as I think 
for two or three years he came to my house to 
spend the Lord's-day till he went home in the 
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evening ; and when I look back, I am led to won- 
der at the strength the Lord gave lne to preach 
and keep the congregation together, without refer- 
ring to these things in the pulpit. 

But this was not the worst trial I had to endure; 

for Mr. , my only deacon — a circumstance 

took place with him and another person that was 
not at all expedient, and caused many to make un- 
pleasant observations. Finding it working, and 
still going on, and likely to stir up more unpleasant- 
ness, I, for conscience sake, took an opportunity of 
warning him against it at my house, which he 
seemed to take kindly. I also sent a letter to the 
other person to the same effect. They both acted 
with more marks of kindness than they had before 
done for some weeks, and I was in hopes my end and 
design in naming it was answered ; but one even- 
ing he came to my house and asked me if I had a 
copy of the letter I had sent, and if I had any 
thought of letting it appear in print. I said, s ' By 
no means." He came some little time after, and 
said the person was very uncomfortable about that 
letter I had sent, fearing I had a copy of it, and if 
I were taken away by death, it might be found 
among my papers, and come into print. I then 
gave him the copy, wishing him to burn it in her 
presence, and hoped we should hear no more of 
the letter nor the circumstance that had caused me 
to write it. But I soon found, after he had ob- 
tained the copy of the letter, things were different 
to what I had expected. First, he would have 
more deacons : that I could have no objection to, 
if proper men could be sought out of the church ; 
but he fixed on some that I thought, with the 
church, were not proper persons for that office ; 

but he was determined, and said if Mr. did 

not come in, he would leave. I was fully con- 
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vinced that self-will was injurious to the comfort 
of the church of God, or any other society ; there- 
fore, lest I should in opposing him have my own 
will in it, I consented, and persuaded the church 

to do likewise. So Mr. , Mr. , and Mr. 

, were appointed to office. I then hoped all 

was right, and we should see better days, and find 
peace, as the Lord still at times supported my 
mind with those words in Zeph., ts I will get thee 
praise and fame." &c. 

The first deacon's meeting we had, I named to 
them the situation I had been placed in on account 
of the unpleasantness, and thought of doing some- 
tan* in my business to 'help in our support ; it 
would take me some money to commence, but that 
I could accomplish ; and if the Lord again smiled 
upon us, so that I did not need it, I could give it 
up to my son. They all agreed, with the excep- 
tion of Mr. , the former deacon that had ob- 
tained the copy of the letter from me ; he said he 
would not have any thing to do with it, but he 
would not oppose. Not knowing what was in his 
mind and theirs, and they not having honour 
enough to then tell me, I began to get my tools 
ready for work, which cost me about ££0. 

At the next deacons' meeting, Mr. , the 

young man that had confessed but a few months 
before how he had treated me, was the first 
speaker, and he said, " I have something very 
unpleasant to name." He then asked me if I 
would give them three months notice to leave, 
and go out, and beg for the debt upon the chapel; 
and in going out I could look out for another 
situation. I replied, that was a strange question, 
as 'they had consented for me to begin business, 
and I had laid out my money for that purpose ; 
besides, for me to be compelled to give them 

f 3 
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notice, and go out a begging for- them, seemed 
to me an unreasonable request. I said, if the 
Lord opened a door, or the church wished me 
to leave, I was willing, although I had been at 
the expense I had in getting my tools, &c. He 
then said they wished to know if I would leave at 
three months, whether I got a situation or not ; if 
so, they would give me £17 for what I had laid 
out. I said I should have no objection, if the 
church wished me to do so ; but I would consult 
the church first. They said I had no right to 
consult the church ; they were appointed to office 
by the church, and they could and would act. I 
said, " I will enquire of the members, and if they 
wish me, I will conform to your wishes." They 
still said I had no right to consult the members, 
and left that evening in not the best of temper. 

I went the next morning, and the first place 
I came to was one of the deacons ; I asked his 
wife if she wished me to leave. She said, " Why 
did I ask that ?" I replied, " The deacons last 
night wished me to leave." She said, she could 
have told me that before, for it was their intention 
to remove me before they came into office, and 
one of them said, " I think we ought to let him 
know our mind before we get into office ;" but 
the one that had obtained the copy of the letter, 
and felt a secret envy to me for writing, said, 
" No, get in first ; for if you tell him your mind, 
he will oppose your coming into office." 

The next person I met with was Mr. , one 

of the new made deacons. I said to him, " I 
have a question to ask you, as in the sight of God, 
— Did you, as deacons, decide in getting me out, 
or removing me before you came into office?" 
and he acknowledged it was in conversation. I 
then waited upon all the members that filled up 
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the places in attendance, and found them all (with 
exception of seven, including four deacons) satis- 
fied. The next church-meeting we had, forty-two 
members were present. I then wished those that 
had not received good under my ministry, to 
state it by holding up their hands — and there was 
not one held up. I then wished those that had 
not heard me to profit the last two months — and I 
believe there were five or six ; and one of them 
had said to me but three weeks before, how well 
she had heard ; and another had stood up in the 
prayer-meeting and declared to God his thankful- 
ness for what he had heard on the past day from 
the lips of his servant. I then said to the church 
— -"You see I have 'a large majority; but as 
there are ministers coming down shortly to the 
anniversary, let the case be laid before them, and 
if they think it best for me to leave at three 
months notice, or even now, I will consent." 
One of my friends arose, and said very justly (as 
I saw afterward) " You have taken the power 
out of the hands of the church ; we, as a church, 
shall have no objection for the ministers to hear 
the case, and give their advice ; but we think, we, 
as a church, should decide concerning your leaving 
us." To which I replied, " You are right, there- 
fore I shall cast myself into your hands as a 
church." As soon as this was done, three out of 
the minority rose, and charged me with lying, in t 
saying I would leave, and now would not : and 
from that time our church-meetings were of so 
distressing a nature I will forbear to name — yet I 
must say, nothing but insult and abuse. 

Finding it impossible to live and preach with 
what I had to endure, we concluded to break up 
the church and form it again. We did so ; and 
at that moment the church was in a state of non- 
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existence — the trustees claimed the chapel, and 
one of them put a pad-lock on the door. I would 
have let it remain, but the church and congrega- 
tion pressed me to keep the place, and the follow- 
ing words fell upon my mind, "When I have 
bent Judah for me, filled the bow with Ephraim, 
and raised up thy sons, O Zion, against thy sons, 
O Greece, and made thee as the sword of a mighty 
man," &c, &c. Zech. ix. 13 — 16. This strength- 
ened me to make a stand. A respectable coun- 
sellor in the town kindly offered me his advice 
gratuitously— and also a respectable attorney, if it 
was needed, and the case should come into court, 
for which I hope ever to feel grateful for their 
kindness ; although I had no desire to enter a 
course of law. The counsellor directed me to 
take with me a person to clean the chapel, and 
solicit admittance for that purpose on the Saturday, 
so that there might be no disturbance on the 
Lord's-day, and if I was refused admittance, to 
break off the lock and cast it into the street, and 
so force admittance. I did so, and preached on 
the Lord's-day in the midst of many insults. 

I think I may safely say this was one of the 
greatest trials I ever had — my own long and pain- 
ful illness, and my wife's derangement, seemed 
nothing in comparison : my nights were sleepless, 
and my days grief and sorrow; the relation or 
recollections of it often makes me weep for the 
church of God; yet the Lord supported me, 
although at times my spirits have sunk so low 
that I have been ready to say with Jeremiah, 
"He hath builded against me, and compassed 
with gall and travail. He hath hedged me about 
that I cannot get out; he hath made my chain 
heavy. He hath enclosed my ways with hewn 
stone ; he hath made my paths crooked." One 
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day, as I was walking in the street, almost in a 
distracted state of mind, the following words came 
with great power — " I will deliver thee, and thou 
shalt glorify me." Psalm 1. 15. I felt, in a moment, 
as though 1 was breathing a new air — I felt satis- 
fied it came from God, and that it was for me ; I 
forgot my trouble, although from the contention 
and the money I had laid out for my business, I 
was about £40 in debt, and knew not how to 
obtain one shilling to meet it, yet I was sure the 
Lord would deliver me. I stood in need of strong 
faith — and the Lord gave it. I had no human 
helps or advice from ministers around me, for 
they believed the base reports that had gone 
abroad, and shunned me as an enemy to God and 
his cause ; yet the dear Lord helped me and bore 
xv my mind with the following words-" I will 
get thee praise and fame in every land where thou 
hast been put to shame." I before heard that 
they had been to several attorneys to eject me 
from Eden Chapel, but none would undertake it ; 
but as soon as I arrived home I was informed that 
Mr. D., of St. Ives, had engaged to eject me. 
This was a trial for faith, as I began to think this 
a very unlikely instrument to deliver me — accord- 
ing to all human appearance more likely to tear, 
than bind up or deliver. I went to Mr. D. and 
addressed him as follows — ts Sir, I understand you 
have orders to eject me from the pulpit of Eden 
Chapel." He said — "Yes, but it is a strange 
case; they have nothing against your character, 
but are determined you shall leave." I said-— 
t€ Well, Sir, I do not ask or want mercy ; if you 
will give me justice it is all I require." He gave 
me his word 1 should have justice in the case. I 
thanked him, and then wished him to grant me 
the favour of meeting the parties at his office, 
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and I would give him a statement of facts in their 
presence. He consented, and said he would 
summons them to meet me the following Tuesday. 
We met, and found they had the names of all tne 
disaffected ones, — some that had not been in the 
chapel for more than twelve months, which I had, 
from sympathy, suffered to remain on the church 
book — one that had been fighting at a feast some 
distance from Cambridge, a little time before, was 
brought up with many of the poor members who 
acted from the fear of man ; so by these means 
they obtained a majority of one. As it was in 
the days of our dear Lord, when Pilate and Herod 
were made friends — Luke xxiii. 12, so I found 
those that had been bitter against each othe*, now 
could be apparently friends, in uniting to force me 
from where God had placed me. I name this as 
a caution to God's ministers, &c, not to allow such 
characters to remain on the church book, as what- 
ever censure they may be under by the church, 
in the eye of the law they can give a vote while 
their names are on the church book, let their cha- 
racter be what it may. But to return : I gave to 
Mr. Day a statement of facts in the presence of 

Mr. , Mr. , and Mr. , the three 

deputed to meet me ; and after my statement was 
ended, Mr. D., their attorney, asked me what I 
wished to be done. I replied — " Christians should 
not go to law with each other. I would say, let 
the case be arbitrated by ministers of the gospel, 
and as they desired, so I would submit." Mr. 
D. was willing, and then appealed to them ; they 
said, " No : you say you can eject Mr. A. ana 
we wish you to proceed." He then said, " What 
have you against Mr. A.?" to which question 
they said, " He both sins against us and preaches 
against us." Mr. D. asked me what they meant ? 
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I replied — " I suppose they mean the hymns 
that axe given out are against their spirit, and my 
preaching is supposed to be pointed." This was 
acknowledged by them to be the case. I then 
said — "The hymns I do not make, select, nor 
give out, therefore that ought to fall upon the 
clerk, and not on me ; and as to my preaching, I 
wish to be pointed against inconsistent conduct." 
Mr. D. then appealed to them, and said — ss Sup- 
pose I attended Mr. A.'s ministry, and I had some 
prejudice in my mind, and he was to take the 
following text — 'Woe unto you lawyers,' Luke 
xi. 52 ; I should think he was pointed, if he did 
not intend it for me." He further said — " You 
have an article in your church book that states if 
a minister leave, you shall give him a quarter's 
salary in advance, or three month's notice ; and 
£17 you have engaged to give him for the expense 
he has been at, if he will leave ; — you shall give 
Mr. A. £40 and then I think he will leave peace- 
ably, as you say you have nothing against him, 
and will give him a character in writing." They 
then said — " If we pay Mr. A. the money, you 
will compel him to leave Cambridge ?" I had no 
thought of remaining at Cambridge ; and if the 
question had been put to me, I should at once 
consented to leave ; but it was not so. Their 
attorney said — "No, I can eject Mr. A. from 
Eden, but I have no power to stop him from 
preaching elsewhere ;" and then, turning to me, 
said — " Mr. A., if you leave Eden Chapel, you are 
at liberty to preach at Cambridge or any other 
place. God may open a door for you." The 
attorney that I before named that offered me his 
kindness, was present, and he wished a week to 
consider the subject, which was granted, and the 
meeting broke up. 
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I returned home, and felt myself like Noah's 
dove, no rest of mind ; for, with the affliction of 
my body, my temporal circumstances, and the 
people pressing me to remain, I knew not what to 
do. I should have felt a pleasure in making my 
escape, and have left them (without a shilling) if 
I could, with honour to my creditors, and the cause 
of God ; but I was set fast, and hedged in, and en- 
closed on every hand. I was compelled to say with 
David, "lam like a pelican of the wilderness ; I 
am like an owl of the desert : I watch and am as 
a sparrow alone upon the house-top : mine enemies 
reproach me all the day, and they that are mad 

fainst me are sworn against me." Psalm cii. 

[y familiar friends in the ministry had forgotten 
me — yea, those who had eaten of my bread, lifted 
up their heel against me. Yet the Lord supported 
me, kept my creditors from asking me for the pay- 
ment of one bill, and cheered my drooping spirit 
by frequently applying those sweet and precious 
words, ft I will undo all that afflict thee." Zeph. 
iii. 19. My friends pressed me, if I did leave, to 
demand my rights; and finding £25 was what 
their church-book declared should be given to a 
minister in advance if he left, or three month's 
notice, half another quarter gone £12 10s., and 
£17 they engaged to give me for the loss I had 
sustained through them, and £6 collection, made 
in all £60 10s. ; and as I had been injured by 
them for two or three quarters in having but 
little, my friends considered it proper they should 
pay me my due. Therefore my friends wrote to 
Mr. D., their attorney, to say, " if £60 were paid, 
Mr. Allen would leave, and give up without 
further trouble." I waited on their attorney at 
the time appointed, and as soon as I entered his 
office, he said, " Do you think they would let you 
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remain in peace, if you press your stand?" I 
said, " I fear not." " Then," he said, " leave 
them, and I will, according to my word, give you 
justice in the case. If you leave, I will charge 
them £20 for my expenses, and make you a present 
of the same;" and that would meet my just due 
within a trifle. I consented. He then said he 
would inform them of the conclusion, and meet 
me on Saturday at Cambridge. I met him at the 
Sun Hotel, and he first saw the other party (if I 
may so call them,) and (hen came to me, and said 
he had settled the case, and they had promised 
him they would nof interrupt me on the Sunday ; 
therefore I could preach my farewell sermon on 
Sunday evening, and on Monday meet them, and 
give them a receipt for £40 received as a salary, 
and another receipt for £20 as a present for his 
professional bill. I thanked him, and came away, 
blessing and praising God for fulfilling his promise, 
when he met me in the street in distress of soul, 
and said to my heart, " I will deliver thee, and 
thou shalt glorify me." I then proved that the 
dear Lord had spoken to me in other words. 

Some time before that, an effectual doof was 
opened for me, though there were many adver- 
saries ; for the sum I was about to receive was 
i'ust enough to pay all my creditors, and leave a 
ittle to supply my wife and children with a few 
needfuls. I preached my farewell sermon from 
the following words, (Matt. xxvi. 42,) " Thy will 
be done," and had made up my mind to go to 
Ely the next week, £s I had no thought or desire 
to remain any longer in Cambridge ; but a person 
came to me before I left the pulpit, and wished 
me to say, " Those friends that thought the Lord 
had any more work for me to do in Cambridge, 
would meet at his house on Monday evening." I 
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then left the chapel and my friends/ some that I 
loved as my own soul. On Monday I met Mr. 

■■■ ■ , Mr. , and Mr. , in the presence of 

Mr. M , my friend. They wished me to sign 

an agreement never to enter the chapel again, 
which I refused to do. They then paid me the 
sum of £40 as a salary, for which I gave them the 
following, according to the direction of their 
attorney : « Received, 30th April, 1882, of the 
trustees and church of Eden Chapel, the sum of 
£40 as a salary upon quitting that chapel. W. 
Allen." They then paid me also £20, for which 
I gave them a receipt, according to the same di- 
rection : « Received, 80th April, 1882, of G. E. 
Day, Esq., by payment of the trustees and church 
at Eden Chapel, the sum of £20, being a present 
from the said Mr. Day. W. Allen." They then 
gave me the following testimony, signed with their, 
own hands and fourteen others : " We, the under- 
signed, being deacons and members of the church 
at Eden Chapel, Cambridge, do certify that we 
did not wish Mr. Allen to leave on account of 
having any thing against his moral character ; and 
we do believe, with the ability God has given him, 
he has preached the word of God to the comfort 
of many; but from various concurrent circum- 
stances, we did consider that it would be beat, 
both for himself and for the church,* for him to 
leave." 

The above being then placed in my hands, I 
delivered up the key, and shook hands with 
them, considering they had obtained their end and 

* As it respects myself, it has proved for the best but as 
to them as a church, it is a question, as some of them con- 
futed to me before witnesses, they had never enjoyed that 
*ss and power in the word nor in their own souls since 
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were satisfied/and I had received my lawful righto 
within ten shillings, with Mr. Day's present ; and 
as the whole amount I received was not more than 
my due, I hoped the thing would die away, and 
we should forgive each other. 

I then went and paid my debts, and, as I said 
before, had a little left to supply my wife and 
children's needs. I could then say, having lived 
to see the goodness of the Lord in the land of the 
living, I had been kept from fainting. In the 
evening I met my friends at the house appointed, 
and after prayer for divine direction, I addressed 
the people in the following manner : " You are 
now met, I suppose, to see if anything can be 
done for me to remain with you in Cambridge : 
if your meeting is in opposition, or only from 
natural attachment, I would say, ' Let me go ; I 
have no desire to remain in the town at all ; but 
if you follow me for the truths I deliver, and 
can see I am in any way called upon to remain, 
and can obtain a place for me to preach in, I am 
willing still to suffer with you." 

A committee was then formed, and a loft was 
obtained that held about two hundred persons. 
We met on the Lord's-day, and the place was not 
only full, but surrounded, and I was informed 
there were not many more people in Eden chapel 
that day than pews in number : we found the 
Lord's presence most blessedly with us, and I feel 
satisfied some of the seasons we enjoyed will never 
be forgotten by many. 

About this time I commenced in the tea trade, 
in hope of finding employment for my son ; but 
this, like every thing else I had put my hand to of 
a worldly nature, was crossed in the providence 
of God, and a sore cross .indeed it was to my poor 
afflicted body and mind, as I found myself getting 
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into debt and no prospect of removing it. I wrote 
to the person that supplied me with tea, informing 
him I feared it would not answer ; and I did feel- 
ingly and experimentally enter into Jeremiah's 
exercises in Lamentations iii. ; the whole of the 
first nine verses seemed to be my case ; and I did 
say with him, in the 17th and 18th verses, " Thou 
hast removed my soul far off from peace : I forgot 
prosperity, and 1 sgjd my strength and my hope 
is perished from the Lord." But, blessed be God, 
it was not so ; for I received a letter from the 
person I had received* the tea from, saying if I 
could not make it answer, as I had been at some 
expense in obtaining a license, he would take £1 
off his profit, and I might return the tea back, 
with the balance. Here again I saw that my un- 
believing heart had deceived me, for the Lord had 
not shut out my prayers, but again answered 
them ; I gathered my stock together, and, with 
all die money I had in the world, settled v that 
affair ; and, blessed be God he had, as in all these 
trials, enabled me to pay twenty shillings to the 
pound. ' 

But to return. We still met in the loft, and 
the Lord evidently blessed us there. Our friends 
stood at the door after each service to receive any 
donations or subscriptions that might be given. 
In a short time the place became too small for us, 
and the money coming in beyond our expecta- 
tions, it was thought proper to build. And here 
I would beg the attention of my christian reader 
to watch, in all cases of a similar kind. Our 
separation from Eden Chapel was not for truth's 
sake, but from fleshly striving ; and I would 
advise every minister of God that may fall into 
tke same trials, to look well to his steps, and the 
the movements of his people, before he begin to 
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build in a town where there axe no more that love 
God's truth than will fill one place ; for, however 
we may say it is not in opposition, there is and 
will be opposition felt on both sides. But build 
we must. I wished to obtain a small piece of 
freehold land, and erect a plain place, with forms, 
&c, that would have cost about £200 ; but the 
persons I was connected with — I must think, from 
pride, on the one hand, and self-interest on the 
other — must have as large a place as the one they 
had left. 

They went and obtained a piece of land that 
cost £107, and an additional piece at £31, making 
a sum of £138 for ground only. A committee 
was formed, and a plan laid out. 

A merchant offered building materials to any 
amount upon long credit, if a note was given by 
way of security, as we had money in hand, and 
could have all our materials on credit. I proposed 
that workmen be obtained and receive their wages 
every week, and I would superintend the work ; 
but now a fresh trial commenced. The ground 
was obtained, and the merchant willing to let us 
have what we wanted, but the question now arose, 
"Who was to sign the note of hand for the mer- 
chant's ecurity ? We had but two or three re- 
sponsible men amongst us, and they had promised 
their wives to have nothing to do with money 
matters. So we were at a full stand for some short 
time. Here I was brought into a mystery I have 
never yet fully unravelled to my mind. 

A man I was acquainted with when in my 
natural state, he being in the theatrical line, took 
delight in me, being as great a fool as himself. At 
that time I lived in Birmingham, and when God 
called me, our acquaintance was broken off, and I 
never saw him for twenty-five years ; but in the 
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wonders of Providence, he obtained an independ- 
ence and came to reside at Cambridge, and was 
directed to our place of worship. He made himself 
known to me, but I soon found he was still igno- 
rant of his state as a sinner before God. However, 
he took seats at the loft, and continued to meet 
with us ; and hearing we were about building, he 
called at my house to ask me why we did not 
proceed. I told him that we wanted some one to 
lend his name to a note which the merchant re- 
quired. He said, " Come, you shall not stand 
still for that ; I have known you for some years, 
and I will sign it, if it be for a £1000, with you." 
I then drew up a note, and he signed it. I then 
took it to the merchant, with my own and two 
other names, about as rich as myself. The mer- 
chant accepted it. So here was two scaffold poles 
ready for the building. We commenced, and in 
about three months, a chapel, with vestry, school 
rooms, and private and open buf ying ground, was 
erected, worth from £800 to £900; and every 
one that had to do with it acknowledged that 
£200 had been saved in the erection of it It 
was opened, and £20 collected at the doors that 
day, and I think somewhat about £565 debt only 
was left. I shall never forget the morning I laid 
the first, or corner stone. As I set my foot upon 
the stone, and lifting my eyes, hands, and heart 
to God in prayer, the silence among the people, 
and the sweetness I felt in my own soul, gave me 
to believe it was of God; and though I kept 
trembling at the pride I saw in the people, and in 
a measure felt in my own heart, yet I had no 
power to resist. And so we went on at the loft 
till the chapel was finished, when I preached from 
our Lord's words, "Arise; let us go hence," 
John xiv. 31. And I believe we did arise from 
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humility to pride. Yet we went on well for a 
time ; tne chapel filled, seats were taken, and I did 
think we had properly named it "Providence," 
for he seemed to perform all things for us. But 
now came on a new trial. There must be a public 
formation of a church. We had been moving on, 
during the building, as a church, in administer- 
ing the ordinances, &c. I had one deacon; he 
was a gracious man, but as to his natural judgment 
in management of natural affairs, I will say noth- 
ing about. Poor man ! However, I had pjenty 
about me that wanted office ; but one that was in 
possession of natural gifts, well qualified in natural 
judgment, and in the doctrine, had been very 
active throughout the whole, and had lent us 
his loft to preach in free ; he, I say, was fixed 
upon as deacon with the other. Two others that 
wanted office got hold of my former silly deacon, 
and worked upon his mind (what I must confess 
would have been the case), that if the person pro- 
posed came into office, he must stand as a cipher ; 
and I am sure I could not contradict their assertion, 
for I could scarcely consider him fit for that ; yet 
he was a gracious man, and I was afraid of touch- 
ing him. However, they worked upon his weak 
mind, and they aU made up their minds that if he 
came into office, they would all leave. This I 
was informed of the day Mr. R. and Mr. J. were 
engaged as the ministers to attend to my public 
settlement and formation of the church. Here I 
was compelled to say, u He hath filled me with 
bitterness, he hath made me drunken with worm- 
wood." Lam. iii. 15. It was a solemn time to 
me, for the congregation was gathered together, 
and Mr. R. and Mr. J. in waiting, and the church 
all in arms. Mr. It. and Mr. J. advised me still to 
move with the one deacon at present, and the newly- 
appointed one to give up. So Mr» J* *d&ra&ft&. 
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me; and Mr, II* preached to the peopfo in tlu* 
evening, and publicly recognized ua as a church, 
and me as tlieir pastor. This was the beginning 
of a fresh trouble; for although the proposed 
deacon had given up, lie felt it rancouriug m bis 
breast, A war tlien commenced lietween him and 
the deacon, and many unpleasant and unbecoming 
things occulted I shall forbear to name now, 
Finding the church began to l>e in confusion, a 
meeting was called, and tlie subject brought forth ; 
and ^nding both in fault, I tliought it best for 
them to acknowledge, and forgive each otli^r, and 
so Ileal the breach* Tlie deacon confessed Id* 
feult, but the other still remained obstinate, and 
the church wa* determined to withdraw from him, 
80 we went on a little longer, not, as you may 
suppose, all one way, and with one heart ; yet tlie 
I/>rd did work. About this time a man tliat at* 
tended with us, and his wife, a mendjer, was about 
leaving Kngland, and he made me an otter of bin 
cottage and a piece of land ; I nmde friend* and 
thought it of him. Here I tliought I had nmde 
my rest, and tlie Lord was making it plain I 
should live and die in Cambridge, I began to 
work the laud, and I believe I got out of it sixteen 
or seventeen hundred load* of gravel, • 

Here I might relate many circumstances of 
God wonderfully appearing for me Wlien I have 
been brought to the last penny ; but I will name 
one or two I well reuieniW, I was walking one 
day in tlie ground, almost in despair, as I had the 
mttn to pay at night, and only eighteen -pence in 
the world i I kept sometimes praying, and some,* 
times rebelling ; and, in tlie dej/tb of my distress, 
die jjostr-man aum with a letter, one shilling and 
threepence, Oh, tlie bitter feeling of my soul ! 
for I thought it might come from a lawyer ; but 
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when I opened it, I found it came from a lady 
that had sat under my ministry for a time, but 
was removed to Plymouth, and I found a £5 note 
enclosed. This made me rejoice again, and believe 
the Lord would appear. 

At another time I had forty or fifty pounds 
worth of gravel ready, and could not move a 
load ; and what added to my trial was, there was 
as wicked a man as I ever saw or heard of, getting 
gravel in the next ground, and he could sell his 
as fast as he got it. I knew the Lord had all 
hearts in his hands, and could send a customer 
where he pleased. I was crying to him as my 
loving Father to send me a customer, and he was 
sending them all to the wicked man, while I was 
in such distress. However, it came to this — £10 
I must obtain, or open distress must follow. I 
went to the Lord in agony, and said, "Lord, 
thou knowest my distress, and that all hearts are 
in thine hand ; work, Lord, and give some per- 
sons no rest this night ; turn them in the morning 
this way." I wanted the Lord to send some 
person to buy my gravel, but it was not his will 
or way so to do; but in the morning a friend 
came to my house, and asked me if I wanted any 
money. I said, if I could have £10 till I could 
sell my gravel, it would be like finding it. He 
said, " If you will send up to Miss A.'s, you can 
have £50 if you want it." 

I, from necessity, sent my wife up to Miss A's, 
for the loan of £10 ; and although I believed she 
would bring it back with her, I could not be 
thankful to God for it, as I knew he could have 
sent me a customer for my gravel with as great 
ease as now impress upon some one to lend me 
that sum, and lay me under the obligation ofborrow- 
ing; so, instead of feeling grateful, I felt rebellious. 

G 



1 



180 THE LIVE OF 

When my wife came home, she came with a 
pleasant countenance, and said, " I have got the 
money." This did not cheer me, nor produce a 
pleasantness in my countenance. My wife said, 
" Don't be angry with blessings in your hand ; 
did you not in prayer last night ask God to give 
some person no rest till they turned this way V 
I replied, " Yes," She then said, " Miss A., in 
retiring to rest last nipht, was led to think upon 
what money she had in the house, and a thought 
came into her mind, ' If my dear minister should 
be in'distress, and this money is doing no good, I 
ought to put it in the way of doing good ;' and 
she had no rest all night ; and in the morning got 
the friend to come and ask me if I wanted any." 
I then saw it was in answer to prayer. My soul 
was humbled before God, and ashamed I should 
be so rebellious against so good/ kind, and gra- 
cious a Friend. 1 could then say, " Again bless 
the Lord, O my soul, and forget not all his bene- 
fits." The Lord appeared, and sent me customers 
for my gravel, and I was delivered out of mv 
trouble ; so that I could lift up my soul unto Goa, 
and say, " Who is a God like unto our God ?" 

But there was not. far off another trouble wait- 
ing to assail me ; for the man that the church ob- 
jected to as deacon was one whose name was in the 
note as responsible for the debt, he still felt sore ; 
another whose name was in the note and opposed 
him coming into office, said to me one day, as we 
were out together, " You had better choose me 
in as deacon." I said it should be laid before 
the church, and the church must lay it before 
God, and wait his will in the matter. And the 
following Thursday evening was our church-meet- 
ing. When the business was over, he came to me 
and said, " I thought you would have proposed 
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me as deacon to-night." I said, " No ; I had 
not as yet named it to the other deacon ; and, as 
I before said, he and the church should be made 
acquainted with it ; and then for us to make it a 
subject of prayer to God for his direction." He 
turned away in anger, and said if he was not 
chosen as deacon, he could not think of attending 
as he had done. The next day he went to the 
man he had so strongly opposed, and made friends 
with him to come against me ; and said to him, 
" I think if Mr. Allen was to leave, you and I 
could work together ; and as we both are account-* 
able for the debt, if we see the other, and he is in 
the same mind, we can soon remove Mr. A. from 
the chapel." He was cut down in the pride of 
life, and taken into another world. 

However they both went to the other man of 
property that had joined with us in the note, and, 
as I said before, he was decidedly a worldly man, 
as he could come to chapel, and even to the prayer 
meetings, and from thence to an inn, swear, and 
make his boast about his chapel, considering it 
private property, and he being the only person 
that had property. It was truly his, for he was 
the only person that the merchant would have pre- 
sented his claim to, as we three had nothing, and 
therefore nothing could have been done by us. 

Hearing what he had said about the chapel 
being his, I waited upon him, and said I thought 
the chapel had better be put in trust. He ap- 
peared angry, and said " No ; and unle^i some 
one would come forward and take the burden off 
him, the chapel should be sold." Poor man ! he 
broke a blood vessel soon after, yet he lived in 
a miserable state of existence for about two years. 
When I saw him about eighteen months after, he 
told me he had never had one day's comfort since 

g 2 
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he had talked of selling th$ chapel ; and, what is 
worse than all, I fear he died as he lived. Yet he 
was a strong and able scaffold-pole for the build- 
ing. 

But to return. The two before named, that 
had opposed each other, and became friends when 
they wanted to take vengeance on me, came to me 
and asked me if I would leave ; as they thought 
if I would leave, the chapel might not be sold. I 
replied, " I had no objection to leave upon con- 
dition of two things. First, That the merchant 
and other creditors would indemnify me ; and, 
secondly, if the church would consent for me so to 
do." They said it must be so, unless some person 
would come forward to take the burden from them; 
if that could be done, they would give it up. The 
creditors were waited upon, and some of them 
would not consent to indemnify me. I knew there 
was none in the church that could give security, 
yet they wished me to remain : and I remember 
two or three in the congregation came and said, 
" Stay with us, and as long as I live 111 stand by 
you, and you shall have a part of what I have." 
But that had very little effect upon my mind, for 
they generally go first ; and so I found it in that 
case, for they all left me to a man that promised 
such great things. 

Seeing no prospect of any one coming forward 
to take the burden, I made up my mind to leave, 
as I had suffered so much in striving with the 
people§at Eden chapel. I came to a conclusion to 
give up without opposition. The feeling of my 
mind and distress of soul I cannot describe. How- 
ever, I went to chapel on the Lord's-day, fully 
expecting that to be the last day of my preaching 
there. After I had done preaching in the after- 
noon, I said to the church and congregation pre- 
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sent, a I wish to know your minds ; and those 
that have a wish for me to remain here, will sig- 
nify the same by holding up their hands." And I 
believe ajl was held up, with the exception of one. 
I then said, €€ I am sorry to inform you that I 
cannot remain, unless some person or persons can 
come forward to take the debt upon themselves, 
as those that are now responsible are determined 
to sell the chapel, unless some person will remove 
the burden from them. To our great astonish- 
ment, a person stood up in the congregation that 
had attended my ministry, and inquired what was 
the debt. I replied, " About £550." He said, 
" Conclude the service, and I will meet you in the 
vestry after service." He came, and brought thr^ 
more with him ; they said, " Mr. Allen, we are 
perfectly satisfied with your ministry, and have 
seen the manner in which you have been treated 
by false friends ; therefore, if the church will make 
choice of you for their minister for life, and give 
you a life interest in the chapel, we will become 
accountable for the debt, and put it in trust." 
They wished me to call the church together the 
first opportunity, and let them know their position. 
Here was another proof of God's faithfulness to 
his blessed word ; for God had some time before 
given me that promise, " When the enemy come 
in like a flood, the Spirit of the Lord shall lift up 
a standard against him ; and no weapon that is 
formed against thee shall prosper ;" and truly I 
found it so, for my extremity became God's oppor- 
tunity, and his Spirit did work both upon these 
men and the church too. 

I called the church together and stated to them 
the case, and they one and all consented. We 
waited upon an attorney, and gave him instructions 
to draw up the deeds. The money was found, 
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the merchant satisfied, and all the creditors paid, 
and the chapel made secure to me for my natural 
life ; and if the church could pay the money, it 
should be their property ; if not, I, being one of 
the trust. I thought it hard, if the place did not 

frosper, that these men should be at the loss ; 
therefore wished it to be stated in the deed, that 
if the chapel could not be kept open, and be sup- 
ported by the church and congregation, the trus- 
tees should have power to sell ; and if it sold for 
more than the debt at the time of sale, the surplus 
should be given to the poor saints connected with 
the chapel. All was signed and settled, and three 
of them joined the church; two of them chosen 
as deacons ; and I must say I found them deacons 
indeed, for they looked well to my temporal sup-, 
port ; and, I can say, their house, heart, and purse, 
were open for my comfort. So here again the dear 
Lord raised me above the desire and malice of my 
open enemies and false friends. 

We now went on comfortable among ourselves 
in peace for some length of time, and I was again 
so weak as to think 1 should die in my nest in 
Cambridge ; but the Lord did not think it good 
for me to be without trial, therefore trouble must 
come from another quarter. My son, who had a 
family, became out of employ. The trials I passed 
through in this, from affliction in my own body, 
the care of his wife and children, and my small in- 
come, I shall forbear to enter into, only to observe 
that he went from home to seek employ, and for 
twelve months I heard nothing of him, direct nor 
indirect ; yet I could not give up, as I believed 
him to be a vessel of mercy, although every sign 
appeared to be contrary ; therefore I was corn- 
bring him to a throne of grace, and plead 
had said to me in a former trial, " I 
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will keep him." This, I think I may say, I never 
omitted in my supplications before God ; yet I 
often became weary and ready to give up, but the 
Lord helped me still to cry in the face of all dis- 
couragements. 

I remember one morning I felt him so laid upon 
my mind, that my soul seemed in agony and my 
heart almost broken, and. I cried out, " O, Lord, 
thou hast the hearts of all in thine hand, do move 
upon the lad, and constrain him to let me know 
where he is ;" and when I got up, to my great 
astonishment, he stood at the table. O, my feel- 
ings I cannot describe, to see the lost son at my 
table before my eyes. There I proved the word 
of God to be true, " And it shall come to pass, 
that before they call I will answer, and while they 
are yet speaking I will hear."* Isa. lxv. 24. 

About this time I engaged to go out to see if I 
could beg a little money for the chapel, but I was 
so unwell that my wife feared my going, lest I 
should die from home : the following words were 
brought to my mind, " I should not die, but live, 
and declare the works of the Lord." The words 
composed her mind, and strengthened me to go. 
I went to Stowmarket, and felt my affliction in- 
crease ; I went from there to Little Stonham, and 
preached in the evening from the latter part of the 
11th verse of the 10th chapter of Hosea, " Judah 
shall plough, and Jacob shall break his clods ;" 
and I have no recollection of going into the pulpit, 

* If this should fall into the hand, and strike the eye, of a 
godly parent, that has an unruly child, do not despair, my 
brother or sister in tribulation, while God gives thee a heart 
to pray ; for my son is now steady, and, I hope, possesses the 
fear of God in nis heart ; and I am looking forward to see 
him publicly put on Christ by baptism, ana walking in the 
ordinances of his house. 



136 THE LIFE OF 

or any thing that I said, nor do I remember coming 
out of the pulpit, yet I have been informed that 
sermon has never been forgotten by some who 
heard it. 

I got through the night in a very confused state, 
and early in the morning went for Ipswich, where 
I was led to an inn and obtained a bed, and during 
the night I was seized with the fever in the brain, 
and efrly in the morning it took four strong men 
to hold me. No one knew who I was, or where 
I came from, as I had no card or address, with 
the exception of a letter I had received from a 
friend; they called in a doctor, and wrote to Cam- 
bridge according to the direction of the letter, 
saying if such a person was known, and they 
wished to see him alive, they must come by the 
first conveyance. The doctor bled me, but with- 
out effect ; and another doctor was called in, and 
they both agreed to try an experiment for life or 
death. This the Lord blessed, and in three days 
my senses returned to me again. 

As soon as my wife received the letter, she took 
coach with one of the deacons and came for Ips- 
wich ; on the way she said to the deacon, " He is 
not dead, we shall find him alive, for the Lord 
gave him a portion of scripture before he left 
home, that he should 'not die, but live, and 
declare the works of the Lord.' " And when she 
came, so she found it — I was alive. 

When she came it was soon made known that a 
Baptist minister from Cambridge was at such an, 
inn with the fever in the brain, and several minis- 
ters came to see me, and left me their blessing, 
but said nothing to me about my circumstances. 
I believe when I entered the inn I had about three 
shillings in my possession, and my wife had none 
to bring with her, as she was compelled to get a 
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Mend to pay for her coach. There we both were 
at the inn, and no money to meet the claims coming 
upon us from two nurses, two doctors, and ex- 
penses at the inn ; but, blessed be God, though 
we were straitened, he was not ; he knew how to 
fin4 a way, and a way he did find contrary to my 
expectation. 

There was a man in Ipswich that had written 
to me two years before, to make some enquiry 
in Cambridge for him, and he did not pay the 
postage of tne letter. I made the enquiry, and 
wrote at the bottom of the letter, " Sir, the next 
time you write to a poor Baptist parson, pay the 
postage." The dear Lord constrained this man 
to come and see me while I lay on my bed at the 
inn. After some conversation, he said, "You 
have no knowledge of me, but do you remember 
about two years ago writing at the bottom of a 
letter you sent, '-The next time you write to a 
poor minister, pay the postage V " I said, " Yes." 
Then said he, " I am the man." He enquired 
into my circumstances, and before he left me he 
said, "I will pay you the postage before you 
leave," and the next day he brought me £5. The 
Lord gave me favour in the signt of all around 
me from the least to the greatest in the inn — the 
doctors, their charges were small; the nurses, 
their charges were small ; and the host, he dealt 
so kindly with me, that the £5 was just sufficient 
to pay all, and leave just money enough to con- 
vey me and my wife home to Cambridge. So 
here I saw the good hand of my God again in 
delivering me out of my trouble ; and what ap- 
peared more wonderful, this affliction God made 
use of to remove, that disease I had been labour- 
ing under for fourteen years, and could get no 

g 3 
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cure. Thus lie worked in " a mysterious way Tiis 
wonders to perform."* 

Some time after, I borrowed some more money 
upon my cottage, and built a small brewhouse, 
and commenced selling ale by wholesale, and in 
this I gave satisfaction to my customers, and found 
it advantageous as to my temporal circumstances ; 
and during the time I followed this business, I 
could state many things that would make you 
wonder, weep, and smile, but I shall forbear. 
While Providence seemed to smile upon me, yet 
I felt guilt in my conscience ; so much so, that 
often when I have gone into my brewhouse, the 
following words would fall upon my mind — 
" What doest thou here ?" They continued so 
repeatedly, that I have many times came out 
with fear and shame — fear, lest God should exer- 
cise me with some judgment; and ashamed 
because I knew I was going contrary to the con- 
viction of my own mind. At last I came to a 
conclusion to give it up, and to leave Cambridge, 
satisfied my work was done in that place. I then 
made my intentions known to a few ministers, and 
in a short time I had eight invitations. I sent in 
my resignation to the church, and visited the 
different places I was invited to. About this time, 
I received an invitation from Mr. W. to preach 
at Cave Adullam, Stepney, but he said he did not 
know that the people could pay my expenses. I 
had given up all the places but Boston ; there I 
intended to go ; but the Cave was so laid upon 

* I would observe that some time before, I had been taking 
pills for which I was agent, and received much good from 
them, but I found my complaint return, so I was brought 
into this affliction to see that God could still heal the sick and 
pay debts too. 
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my mind, that I could not refrain coming. I 
came, and preached on the Sabbath evening ; and 

fave it out I should preach on Monday evening. 
did so ; and after I had done, a dear man of 
God that lay in dying circumstances in the vestry, 
said, ts O, this is what my soul has been living on, 
and what I am about to die in. I have a favour 
to ask you, and if you grant it me I shall die 
happy* As I have nothing on my mind but this 
little cause, do, as a minister of God, grant me 
my desire, and all is well. I shall not live to see 
it ; yet if you will promise me you will do it, I 
shall be satisfied." I said, " Well, what do you 
wish me to do V 9 He said, " To come and see 
this people again, and preach to them for one 
month." I said, to pacify the good old man, 
" God willing, I will ;" but I could have no 
thought of remaining, as to all appearance they 
could not raise a minister five shillings a-week. 
I returned home, and then went to Boston ; there 
my testimony was received, and I felt liberty in 
preaching to them the month I was with them ; 
but I was ill all the time I was there. They gave 
me an unanimous call ; and in a day or two after 
I returned home, they sent me a letter wishing 
me to get my goods ready, and they would send 
two waggons on the Monday. I wrote to inform 
them I must go to Stepney for one month, and 
therefore could not comply with their request ; 
but as soon as I came back from Stepney, I would 
write ; but they wrote back to say they saw my 
heart was in London, therefore they must give 
me up. Here I was again in great trouble ; for as I 
had given all other places up, believing I should 

fo to Boston, and seeing no prospect at Stepney, 
thought what a fool I must be to promise a 
dying man I would come where there was no 
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possibility of a support. In short, as I was coming 
I said to my wife, "If ever there was a fool's 
journey, this is one." However, I came, and 
preached to about forty people the first Lord's- 
day ; and after I had preached the second Sabbath, 
a gentleman came into the vestry and gave me a 
£5 note, and the next week went to one of the 
deacons and said, " I think you should give this 
man a call." They replied, " What can we do 
for a support V 9 He replied, " Do what you can, 
and come to me for the deficiency." They then 
came and asked if I would consent to come among 
them as their stated minister. I could not say, 
" No," for God in his providence had shut up 
every other door. They then asked me if I could 
do with £2 per week, and how I should like to 
have it paid to me. I said, " If I come, let me 
have what you can raise me every week." They 
named jt to the gentleman alluded to, and they 
agreed to pay me £2 weekly. They borrowed 
£5 of the gentleman to fetch my goods from Cam- 
bridge, and I returned home to settle my affairs.* 
Here I must notice one trial the dear Lord 
brought me through. I had my business and 
cottage to dispose of, as I was in debt 203 guineas. 
I obtained a surveyor to value my cottage, &c,, 
and he considered it worth £400. This raised 
my spirits, expecting if it fetched but 300 guineas 
I should have £100 to bring with me to Stepney. 
I laid the matter before God, and begged of him 
to have mercy upon me, and give me enough to 
pay my way, as I have suffered under many false 
reproaches in Cambridge, and if I should leave in 
debt they would have some truth to reproach, me 
with; so I kept continually crying, "Lord, do 

* I was at Cambridge about eight yean. 
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give me enough to pay my way." I put it up by 
auction, and, strange to say, the last bid was 203 
guineas, just the sum I was in debt. You will 
say you must in this see that God was a God . 
hearing and answering prayer. Not at this time 
I did not, for a man that sat behind me said, 
" Allen, I would never let it go for that ; it is 
worth £400." I gave the auctioneer the nod, and 
it was bought in again. I was compelled to leave 
it, and come with my family and goods to Step- 
ney. There came about three weeks' rain, and 
there being a parapet top, the water had so lodged 
upon it, that my friends sent me word that if I 
did not come and see to it, it would fall down. I 
went down, and I was glad to convey it for £160. 
Then I could see, and feel too, God was a God 
hearing and answering prayer , for he gave just 
enough in answer to prayer to pay 203 guineas, 
and I would not have it, but bought it in again ; 
so instead of having £100 to bring with me to 
Stepney, paying the conveyance, I was about £53 
in debt. The distress of mind I was in I cannot 
describe, but some of my readers may enter into 
it a little. 

I left word with the solicitor, when he had got 
the conveyance ready to send me word, and I 
would come down, and sign, and settle. I did 
cry to God to forgive me, and to appear, for I 
thought of many ways — and one among the rest 
was, (finding nothing turn up) that I must sub- "* 
mit to the mortification of paying my creditors 
what I had, and promise the others as soon as I 
could ; but, to my great surprise, the morning I 
received the letter from the solicitor to come and 
sign the conveyance, a little boy came to the door, 
and said his master wanted to see me ; and when 
I went they said they had been much concerned 
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about me last night, and they had a £100 they 
were not making use of, and if it would be of use 
to me, or any part of it, I might have it freely 
without interest. So here the blessed God opened 
a door when I was sure all was shut. I then 
went down to Cambridge, and paid every shilling, 
and I was fool enough to think I should never 
doubt his appearing again ; but, alas, as I was 
coming home again, I began to enquire, €€ How 
is this money to be paid again ?" But, blessed 
be God, he was better to me than all my fears. 
I began to put what I could spare into the Saving's 
Bank ; and a Mrs. J. gave me £10, and a Mrs. 
C. gave me £10, and the people gave me that 
year what is called a New Year's Gift ! so by the 
time my friend wanted his money, the dear Lord 
found a way to pay every shilling of that debt 
also. 

I said the people borrowed £5 to fetch my 
goods, &c, and they borrowed £5 more of the 
gentleman above named to carry through the 
quarter ; and I believe they paid him £5 the 
next quarter and £5 the following quarter ; and 
they never had to borrow another pound, to my 
knowledge, till we enlarged the chapel; and, 
through the goodness and mercy of God, that is 
rubbing off by a penny a week subscription. 

But to return. I commenced my labours, and 
God in a wonderful manner blessed his own word 
to many precious souls, so that the church and 
congregation increased, and the chapel filled from 
end to end. We went on blessing and praising 
God for his goodness ; friends came from all sides 
of us, so that people could not get into the chapel. 
This made a great stir and noise. 

At this time Mr Gadsby was at Brighton. A 
person went down from London, stated what a 
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clamour there was at Stepney about a Mr. Allen 
that came from Cambridge. Mr. G. hearing this, 
said to the deacons, " That would be the man for 
this place ; I have known him for years." They 
wished him to write (he did) to come down to 
Brighton for one month. My reply was, "I 
could not come at present, but shortly I would 
pay them a visit if they wished me," as my heart 
was set much on Brighton, and would have went 
if the Lord would have suffered, for both me and 
my wife seemed to set our minds against London, 
and wanted to go to some sea-port, or by the sea- 
side. 

But what mysterious ways God takes to make 
his servants work where he has appointed, and 
prevent them going where they desire! God 
now worked mightily, and the devil began to 
rage. He did not work by the ungodly world, 
nor by the professing churcn, but in the parson's 
— not of the same parish church — but of the same 
faith. They went about to say Allen was a base 
fellow, he had bought a pony and chaise of a poor 
widow, and had not paid her for it. This was a 
sad blotch on my outward garment or character. 
This went on privately for some time among 
them that said " Report, and we will report." At 
last it came to my ears. I wrote down to the poor 
widow (so called, to make the case appear bad on 
my part, although they knew her to be an inde- 
pendant person) she sent me a letter back stating 
she was very sorry such a report should be circu- 
lated, as I paid her the morning the bill was due, 
and also got three persons to sign that saw the 
money paid ; so, blessed be God, he wiped that 
dirt away by compelling the minister that brought 
it to London to come up from Cambridge, and in 
the presence of two other ministers, myself, and 
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friend, acknowledge the report was false, and was 
sorry he reported it. 

Having been cleared from this charge we went 
on again, and God blessed his own word. We 
had one dear woman wished to attend to the 
ordinance of baptism, having seen nine at one 
time, and several more baptised at other times, 
but her husband would not suffer her, although 
he was a good husband, and they lived happy 
together. One morning I preached from Mark 
xvi. 3, " And they said among themselves, Who 
shall roll us away the stone/' &c. ; and in my 
sermon I said, " There may be some one here 
that wants to follow the dear Lord in his ordi- 
nance, but there is a stone in the way ; if thy 
heart is true towards God he will roll it away, if 
it is by death." The words were impressed 
deeply on their minds, and in a few weeks he was 
taken away by death.* She soon after was bap- 
tised with several others. 

Poor thing ! she then, like her Lord, was beset 
by the devil that her religion was only a dream. 
Before this time she had been in great trouble of 
soul under the law, and fear of hell and eternal 
destruction, and one night in a dream thought she 
was led by the Lord into some green pasture, and 
by the side of a river, and the Lord said to her, 
"This is thine abode." She awoke and took 
comfort, and she had been obedient to her Lord's 
command, and satan suggested to her all was a 
dream, and she had no grace of God in her heart. 

One thing I must notice as a proof of God's 
blessing my ministry* I was awoke up out of my 
sleep witn the following words, read Psalm 

* Let men beware of opposing their wife or children in 
following the Lord in his commands. 
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xxiii. 2. I fell asleep, and awoke the second and 
third time. I arose, obtained a light, and found 
it, and read* as follows — "He maketh me to lie 
down in green pastures, he leadeth me beside the 
still waters." I thought there must be something 
strange about this ; so on Sunday morning I took 
those words for my text, stating how I came at 
them, and after service the female above named 
came to me and said, " Oh, my dear sir, it is well 
now." She began to say how the devil had 
tempted her to think her religion was but a 
dream, and also said at the time I was awoke out 
of my sleep, she was at her bedside begging and 
praying that if those green pastures and still 
waters were for her that he would send me to 
speak from them next Lord's-day morning, and 
the dear Lord had, in his rich mercy, answered 
her feeble prayers to the comfort ana liberty of 
her soul. This enraged satan, and he stirred up 
more filth to defame my character. One evening 
Mr. Gadsby was preaching at Gower Street, and 
after service he gave it out he was going to preach 
for Brother Allen at Stepney on Wednesday 
evening. A gentleman went to him, and said he 
was sorry he was going to Stepney, as he had 
heard Mr. Allen was indebted to Mr. Hall, for 
whom he was agent, £20 for pills, and he could 
get no money from him. Mr. G. came, and before 
he went to the chapel to preach, told me what 
he had heard. I read him a letter dated the 18th 
of that month, which I received from Mr. Hall, 
thanking me for mv kindness in finding him 
another agent, and he expected to be in town 
shortly. He begged my acceptance of an eleven 
shilling packet for my own use, as a token of 
gratitude, and I could pay the balance of £3 3s. 
6d. due to him, at my own convenience to Mr. 
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Glover, back of the Bank. I then shewed Mr. 
G. a receipt for the whole of the balance due to 
Mr. Hall, dated the 19th, so it was clear I paid 
the money the same day I received instructions 
from Mr. H. 

Here satan and his agents were defeated, for, 
instead of this stopping my work, God overruled 
it to make room; for my dear brother, Mr. 
Gadsby, published the truth of the case among 
the churches on his way home. But no thanks 
to them that took pleasure in reporting the un- 
truth, and how the hand of God went out against 
some of them shortly after I shall forbear to name. 
If I should ever live and feel inclined to write a 
" Naked Bow," they may come in with others, 
in which it will clearly be seen God is a God of 
retribution. 

If this should fall into the hands of a persecuted 
brother in the ministry, see to it my brother, that 
you can appeal to God in secret, and he shall de- 
fend thee openly. 

We went on, yea multiplied and grew. God 
was glorified in the comfort, conversion, and 
establishment of many poor sinners ; the people 
wished me publicly to be settled over them, and 
a day was set apart for that purpose. Mr. Gadsby 
gave me a solemn charge I never wish to forget, 
as he did at Macclesfield and Cambridge. Mr. 
Wells stated the nature of a gospel church (I 
pray he may never have cause to repent through 
my conduct.) Mr. Francis asked the questions; 
(he has got safe home.) Mr. Silver preached to 
the people ; and a solemn day it was. 

I name this to shew that real good arose out of 
it ; for, stating my call by grace and call to the 
ministry, several poor backsliders were restored, 
and many constrained to cast in their lot with us; 
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so we soon saw it needful to seek out for a larger 
place, or to enlarge the old Cave. We met to- 
gether, and came to the conclusion to enlarge the 
one we were then in. 

The people came forward, gave in their names 
for about £100, some few with loans of £10 and 
£20. We then applied to the proprietors of the 
chapel; they consented to grant a lease for 40 

£ears, at £21 per annum, upon condition we should 
ly out £400 or £500 upon the place. We then 
had to look out for the means. I met with a per- 
son, asked him if he would lend me the money 
at 4 per cent, and give twenty-five years before 
he called in his money ; and take it as we could 
pay it. He consented, upon the condition that 
I should have a life interest in the* chapel. This 
was agreed to, and the deeds were drawn up, and 
three trustees, with myself, appointed. 

We then fitted up a large tent, where we met 
while the work was going on, and sweet seasons 
we had ; so that I think the tent will* not be for- 

fotten by many. I preached one morning from 
saiah xfi. 1, " Keep silent before me, O islands, 
and let the people renew their strength," &c. ; and 
the effects that followed it gave proof of God's 
approbation of our movements. The Cave was 
again opened ; and we had a good collection, and 
paid off some of the loans. 

I must here observe one striking mark of God's 
power in the ministry of his word ; the text was, 
€s Do thyself no harm." A female came and told 
me that she had made up her mind to plunge her- 
self into eternity. But a thought entered into her 
mind, that she would hear one more sermon ; and 
God made use of it, in preventing the rash and 
solemn act. 
We went on ; and the hand of God was evi- 
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dently with us, in constraining people to come, 
and blessing his own word to the comfort and 
consolation of their souls. 

But another trial was at hand. My dear wife 
was taken ill. She was a poor, fearful, and doubt- 
ing saint, and never could rise above a hope. She 
said, one day, "Allen, I know God has often 
heard you in prayer ; now, I have a question to 
ask you, as in the fear of God, and shall expect 
you to answer me, as in his name — Which do 
you feel most liberty in — praying for my recovery, 
or for God to give me submission to his will ?" I 
said, " My dear, you know I wish you to recover." 
She said, " That is not the question ; tell mG, as 
in the sight and fear of God, which do you feel 
most at liberty in — when you pray for me to re- 
cover, or for submission to God's will ?" Finding 
she kept me to the point, I answered the latter. 
" Then (she said) it is all settled ; I shall not live, 
but die ;" and in about three weeks after, she left 
this world, shouting, " Victory ! victory ! victory ! 
through the blood of the Lamb !" So, after more 
than twenty years conflict between hope and fear, 
the dear Lord broke in upon her mind, and took 
her to glory, never to doubt more. 

This not only made a change in my house and 
home, but also in our peace and comfort at the 
chapel ; for, as is often the case, the people think 
they have the right of looking out for a minister, 
and not he for himself. I took a contrary view of 
the subject; arid when I thought proper, I chose 
one for myself, and I believe it was God's choice 
too ; for a kinder creature never lived ; nor did 
Abraham and Sarah live more happy together. 
It made some change in my circumstances during 
her life, as at her death the property went another 
way. We both united, in earnest prayer to God, 
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that as a token of his divine approbation, he would 
not shut me up in my ministry, nor suffer me to 
be lifted up with pride, and play the fool ; and I 
do bless God he answered our poor feeble prayers ; 
for I am sure no person ever perceived any differ- 
ence in my conduct to the poorest brother or sister 
in Christ. 

But this did not satisfy many of the people ; 
some were angry — some disappointed — some were 
grieved — some said it was too soon for me to look 
out for another wife; though I had reason to 
believe some of them looked out and made choice 
before I did. Finding it caused a great deal of 
confusion, and likely to increase, I took an oppor- 
tunity one Lord's-day in the evening, after the 
sermon, to address them in. the following order : 
" Brethren, you seem to be much disturbed about 
my late marriage ; the word of God does not for- 
bid it, neither does my conscience accuse me; 
therefore be still, and submit to it as the will of 
God, and I will make you a promise — pay atten- 
tion that we understand each other. The promise 
I shall make you is a conditional one ; if you will 
be quiet, and make no more confusion about it, I 
will promise to do the same again if God give me 
the opportunity." This plain, candid, and hu- 
mourous promise, through God's goodness, made 
them still ; and I believe most of them settled 
comfortable and in peace.* 

* I say, through the goodness of God we were restored to 
peace ; for there nas been some of God's ministers ruined in 
their comforts, characters, circumstances, and ministerial use- 
fulness, through such a step, and the church scattered. If 
this should fall into the hands of a church or minister thus 
exercised, see if the word of God will justify you in the course 
you pursue. If the wife be a God-fearing woman, what have 
the people to do with time, age, or circumstance P " To the 
law and to the testimony ;" and if minister or people act con- 
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We now went on again, blessing and praising 
God for his mercy in not suffering the enemy to 
scatter and tear to peices. My wife's conduct 
and carriage towards the poorest of the people was 
of that nature that most loved her ; and though 
some envied her, we enjoyed the presence of God, 
lived under the anointing of his blessed Spirit, 
proving the vanity of some professors, that run 
about from place to place for a cheap gospel, and 
say, " The poorer you keep the minister, the 
better he will preach."* But the people at the 
Cave did not find it so, for I have heard many 
spiritual-minded men and women say, their souk 
were more blessed. I felt at liberty, and could 
mention many texts and sermons too the Lord led 
me to preach at that time, that will never be for- 
gotten ; but I forbear. 

This did not prevent trouble ; for as I have 
often found through my past life, and expect to 
find it again, prosperity, comfort, and ease, is to 
prepare us for the battle ; and we soon found 
work for faith and prayer, for a contention arose 
from a circumstance that would be of no use, or 
good (I think) to the church of God to name ; and 
several left, and with great spirit opened a place 
near the Cave, and called it Hope Chapel ; stat- 
ing on their bills that the friends lately wor- 
shipping at Cave Adullam would meet at Hope 

trary to that word, it is not from light and teaching of the 
Spirit of God, but from darkness, flesh, and temper, which 
bring no glory to God, nor peace to the church. 

* I would ask such, how they would like to go into the 
pulpit on a Lord's-day morning without food ; their wife and 
children in want at home, in debt to some of the church, or 
to a tradesman in the congregation, as many poor ministers 
have been, and yet a liberal heart and honest disposition too P 
Let such read 1 Tim. v. 18., and take shame to themselves. 
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Chapel, and three sermons would be preached by 
Mr. -. 

Thus it was expected to pull down the poor 
Cave. We have reason to think it was the flesh, 
and not of the Spirit of God ; for a few months 
brought their hopes down with a crash. We still 
stood, and went on, taking no notice of squibs, 
but kept to the canon of God's truth, firing full 
vdlleys of the blood and righteousness of Jesus, 
the Father's love, and the Spirit and power of 
God the Holy Ghost in the soul. And we suffered 
no loss of income — we found happiness at home, 
and peace and prosperity in the church. 

One thing I must notice, as to the mysterious 
hand of God in providence. My wife's trustees 
held £950 for eighteen months subject to interest; 
and, as I have said before, I had only a life in- 
terest in her property. The above named sum, if 
paid in her life time, was at her own disposal abso- 
lutely; and, of course, ours by right of will. After 
they had held the amount above-named fourteen 
months, one of the trustees called upon me and 
said, " Mr. Allen, we have £600 in hand, if you 
will take it, and say nothing about the interest, 
we will pay it you now. I thought this hard, and 
somewhat unmanly, to give the interest on £950, 
held for fourteen months, when there was but a 
few months to elapse before the principal and 
interest too, must be paid to us, and as the man 
who held it, was trading with the sum, appeared 
worse. But something impressed and seemed to 
speak within my mind — " Take it — let them have 
the interest ; you will not be the poorer, nor they 
the richer in the end ;" so, with this constraining 
inward power, which I think you will see with 
me, was of God, I took the £600, and gave him 
a receipt on account, without interest. 

Now see how God works for his people^ aa&d. 
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defeats the craft of his and their enemies. My 
dear wife was taken away by death in a few weeks. 
If they had waited, as they ought to have done, 
to pay us the principal with interest, I should not 
have received one penny, as what was not paid 
during her life, must fall into the residue of the 
estate on other property. So the Lord clearly let 
his good hand be seen towards me in my receiving 
£600 to their mortification in not acting justly to 
their trust. 

After my dear wife's interment, I began to 
think who I could get to preach her funeral ser- 
mon, but finding so many concurring circumstances 
connected with my union with her, and the feel- 
ings it excited in some of the church and con- 
gregation at the time of our marriage, I felt satis- 
fied that no man could enter into those circum- 
stances with that feeling, nor be so likely to explain 
our coming together to be of the Lord as myself; 
therefore in dependence upon the support of my 
eternal and everlasting helper, I made up my mind 
to preach it myself, having no idea of it ever going 
to press ; but finding the Lord had been graciously 
pleased to bless it to the removing those barriers 
from the mind of many, which had existed in con- 
sequence of their not feeling that our union was 
according to the will of God, and many of them 
expressing their full satisfaction, and pressing me 
to publish it, I have consented to give the sub* 
stance of the sermon in this part of my life which 
is as follows : — 

THE FUNERAL SERMON. 

" The Lord gave, and the Lord hath taken away ; blessed be the name 

of the Lord." Job i. 21. 

We shall first notice the person speaking, Job. 
Secondly, The confession made. " The Lord gave." 
Thirdly, The declaration, 'And the Lord hath taken away/' 
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Fourthly, The submission, " And blessed be the name of 
the Lord/' 

The dwelling-place of Job was the land of Uz ; which sig- 
nifies to fix and fasten to ; and as Job, with all the creatures 
of God, was born in sin and shapen in iniquity, the natural 
mind is fixed and fastened on earth and earthly things ; some 
upon immoral practices, and some upon moral and religious 
forms. The latter was the case of my late beloved partner : 
from a child she imbibed moral habits, and being brought up 
to attend the Church of England, so called, as she grew up, 
she became fixed and fastened to its dead forms and services ; 
and although she often felt disturbed in conscience, and a want 
of something more than she found in these lifeless priests, yet 
finding that such men as Bomaine, Hawker,, and others, re- 
mained in the Church, she still continued, and had no power 
to come out from them. But as God would have it, she was 
led to hear Mr. Way, at the Cave Adullam, and he being led 
to describe and unfold the dead forms of the so called, Mother 
Church, he concluded his remarks with the following scripture, 
" Reprobate silver shall men call them, because the Lord hath 
rejected them ;" and the almighty power of God arrested her 
soul, and she was brought down to feel and experience what 
Job's name signifies, namely, to weep, cry, and speak out of 
hollow places. 

Her sorrow I believe was great, so much so, that her body 
was brought very low thereby. Mr. Way, hearing of the dis- 
tress she was in, called to see her, but without effect, as there 
was an hollow place in her soul which none but God himself 
could fill. In this state she continued some time, when the 
Lord was pleased to favour her with a sweet vision, in which 
she was led by the still waters of a river, into green pastures, 
where she found a welcome to all its pleasures, for Christ's 
sake. She awoke and found it but a dream, yet it left a sweet- 
ness upon her mind that produced a hope. After Mr. Way's 
death, Mr. Wells preached at the Cave, and his ministry was 
made very useful in establishing her mind in the plan of sal- 
vation, and instrumentaUy binding her very soul, not only to 
the truths preached, but to the place and people, of which she 

rive evident proof by her attendance, and with her purse ; as 
have been informed she was active to seek after and supply 
the wants of the needy among them. She often feared she 
was only raised up as a scaffold-pole to hold up others, as all 
the comfort or deliverance she had, was by a dream. 

It pleased the Lord to bring me to Stepney (and I bless 
God I have never doubted my coming here to be of him). 

H 



154 THE LIFE OF 

Some time after my settlement, I was awoke out of my sleep 
in the middle of the night, with the 2nd and 3rd verses of the 
twenty-third Psalm. I fell asleep again, and was awoke the 
second and third time. I arose, obtained a light, and looked 
out the words, and I thought it somewhat strange. I took them 
for my text the next Sabbath morning, stating that I believed 
the Lord intended to bless them to some poor soul in distress, 
as I had been three times awoke out of my sleep by them. The 
next week she informed me that it was evident the words were 
intended of God for her, for at the same hour of the night as 
I was awoke, she was wrestling with God in prayer that I 
might be led to preach from the same words, that she might 
have a confirmation in her soul that her dream was of the 
Lord ; and she was now perfectly satisfied that her dream was 
of the Lord, and that she had (experimentally) been made to 
lie down in green pastures, ana been led by the still waters, 
that she felt the hollow place filled up, and realized Christ as 
her salvation. Now it is by thus being made wise unto salva- 
tion, that we are made to judge as Job did of God's gifts, both 
temporal and spiritual. 

Tnis leads me in the Second place, to confess the truth in 
my text, " The Lord gave." This Job had proved, by watch- 
ing surrounding circumstances. I shall therefore here relate, 
my first acquaintance with her as a sister in the Lord, when 
she was Mrs. Jarman. The first time I entered this chapel, 
as I passed through and was entering the vestry, she with Mr. 
J. stood in the pew next the vestry door, and she put out her 
hand, and I shook hands with her, and then with her husband ; 
so that she was the first person I gave my hand to when I came 
here. After I had preached in the evening, there was no place 

Srovided for my abode for the night. A person went over to 
lr. J. to know if they could lodge me ; he consented, and I 
had not been in the house but a very short time, before I felt 
an union of soul to them, and they gave me a hearty welcome 
to make it my home ; and when I engaged to come for a month, 
they made me promise to make their house ray place of abode. 
I did so, and from that time to the day of Mr. J.'s death, I 
think we were never one day without seeing each other when 
I was at home. I think I may say none stood higher in his 
esteem. I was the last person he asked after as an earthly 
friend, and my first wife sat with her back supporting his when 
he drew his last breath. He would not consent to Mrs. J. 
passing through the ordinance of baptism, on account of the 
weak state of ner body, though she was very desirous so to do. 
I remember some time before his death preaching from the 
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following words : " Who shall roll us away the stone P" And 
in my subject was led to observe, that there might be some 
there that would follow their dear Lord through the water, but 
there is a stone in the way ; and while I was speaking the 
words, my eyes fell upon them both as they sat in their seat, 
not thinking any thing of their circumstances : but, I said, 
God will roU away the stone by death, but what he will have 
obedience. And the moment the words passed from my lips, 
I thought it would be there ; and it was not long after this 
before ne departed. 

A few weeks after his death, she passed through the ordi- 
nance of baptism with great delight, and not long after, sent 
two five-pound notes, enclosed in a letter, for the use of the 
chapel, as an acknowledgment for the comfort she had received 
unoer the ministry of the word ; and she never wanted a ten- 
pound afterward. I may say " The Lord gave" her as a 
steady and constant companion and friend to my first wife, and 
when on her death-bed she said, " Mrs; Jarman, you have been 
a kind friend, and I have one more favour to ask you ; I know 
if you promise, you will perform ; the favour I ask, is, Cast 
an eye on my little Ruth, my youngest daughter." She pro- 
mised she would. Little did I then think she would ever be- 
come her mother-in-law ; but I will say, " The Lord gave" 
her to me as a wife : and as 1 know my marriage was offensive 
to some, and a grief to some of my real friends, that could not 
see the hand of God in it. I shall be particular on this point. 
I had no thought she would ever change her situation, but a 
certain person called at my house, and dropped a word which 
induced me to think it might be so. After some time I called, 
and finding her alone I asked the question, if she had any 
thought of a change P expecting a positive No ; but not find- 
ing it exactly as I thought, I in a moment said, " Say no 
more about 1^ but lay it before the Lord, and if you have a 
word from him let me know, and if he condescend to give me 
a word I will let you know." And there we left it, lbelieve, 
in the hands of the Lord. Shortly after, the following words 
were brought to her mind, (1 Chron. xii. 17,) '* And David went 
out to meet them, and answered and said unto them, If ye be 
come peaceably unto me to help me, mine heart shall be knit 
unto you ; but if ye be come to betray me to mine enemies, 
seeing there is no wrong in mine hand, the God of our fathers 
look thereon and rebuke it." She informed me of what she 
had received, and believed she had it from the Lord. I replied 
I had received nothing as yet, but would still lay it before God 
in prayer. 

H 2 
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One morning, some little time after, while in my study, I 
was led most earnestly to wrestle with the Lord that he would 
make it plain; and as I was coming out of the door, it 
appeared as though these words met me, " What more can 
lie say, than to you he hath said ?" I replied, " Lord, what hast 
thou said ?" I went into my study again to read what the Lord 
had said to her, and in doing so I was led to read what follows, 
(verse 18,) " And the Spirit came upon Amasai, who was chief 
of the captains, and he said, Thine are we, David, and on thy 
side, thou son of Jesse : peace, peace be unto thee, and peace 
be unto thine helpers, for thy God helpeth thee. Then David 
received them, and made them captains of the band." This 
satisfied my mind she was the gift of God. I shall now speak 
of her as the gift of God after she became my wife. She was 
an helper in my comforts, in my ministry, and in my prayers ; 
for I believe she, with myself, made it a matter of fervent 
prayer to God, that he would shew his divine approbation by 
still blessing my testimony to the people, and keep me from 
being lifted up with pride by the alteration of circumstances. 
And I appeal to you as a people in reference to this matter. 
She was not the wife of my youth ; my first wife went with 
me in my youthful follies, she walked with me when God called 
her by his rich grace, she partook with me in prosperity, she 
equally shared with me in my adversity and deep distress : the 
latter, my late wife knew nothing of, but if she had, I believe 
her affection was that both to my ministry and person, that 
she would have borne her part. Her attention and kindness 
was that which drew my affection towards her day by day, in- 
creasingly so the last day of her life. This affords me an 
opportunity of giving you females a word of good advice. 
As wives, attend to the comfort of your husbands ; make your 
home comfortable, pay attention to your domestic affairs, abide 
at home, and go not gadding about from house to house, nor 
listen to the cant and bad advice of idle and disaffected women; 
for many have made their lives uncomfortable by such conduct; 
as in us (as creatures) love begets love, and keeps it when ob- 
tained, for love and affection is much easier gained at first than 
it is regained when lost. I also observe, she was also given 
by God to this church ; you partook of her presence at all 
times when the doors were open, so much so, tnat her absence 
at any time led to inquiry. lou shared in her fervent suppli- 
cations to God for your spiritual good, and you received of the 
contents of her purse, to assist in temporal affairs, and God 
graciously honoured her, and you as a church, with a shining 
example, and I think she will not be soon forgotten. I must 
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again confess with Job, " The Lord gave" her to my children 
as a kind and affectionate mother ; her thoughts, heart and 
hand were employed in administering both instruction and 
comfort to them, and in providing for their future temporal 
good. 

This leads me, Thirdly, to the declaration, " And the Lord 
hath taken away." First, he hath taken her away according 
to the desire of her heart. She has often said, " Oh Men, the 
dear Lord has raised you up to be a comfort to my soul, and I 
desire to be a comfort to you. I do hope the Lord will not let 
me live to become childish, and be a burden to you in old age, 
but my prayer is, when 1 can no longer render help, and be of 
some service to vou and the church, he will graciously take me 
to himself ;" ana he kindly granted the request; for I went down 
to Blackmore, in Essex, to form a church there, in company 
with Mr. Reynolds, on Friday, Oct. 27, and we both left our 
wives in good health, and on Friday, Nov. 10, Mrs. Reynolds 
was conveyed to the grave, and Mrs. Allen departed this life ; 
but you will no doubt be desirous to know how the Lord hath 
taken away my beloved wife from me, and the state of her mind 
during her affliction : when 1 came home on Friday evening, I 
came to the chapel, expecting to find her there, but not finding 
her, I returned home, and said, " 1 expected to see you at the 
prayer-meeting. She said, " No, 1 felt a little cold, and 1 thought 
you would be cold coming off your journey, therefore thought 
it best to stay at home this evening." The next day she ap- 
peared to have a slight cold, but she took little or no notice of 
it, and was at chapel on Lord's-day. On Monday we had a 
minister dine with us, and she appeared cheerful ; on the Tues- 
day she felt her cold increase. I wished to send for the doctor, 
but she made light of it, and would not consent ; 1 prevailed 
with her to retire to rest early, and I sent for him, he also made 
light of it, and we all considered it a bilious attack , he sent a 
draught, and it acted well ; he called on the Thursday, and 
thought she would need no more : at this time she had no pain 
but began to feel weak. On the Saturday 1 sent for the doctor 
again, and he sent some more medicine, which she took once, 
and objected taking more, but still continued to get weaker, 
and could not raise herself in bed without assistance. I said, 
" My dear, 1 think this is the rod of our heavenly Father ; we 
have been too anxiously concerned about temporal matters." 
She replied, " Yes, my dear, I have been anxious that I might 
leave yon in those circumstances that you might be comforta- 
ble, but He says, ' Son, give me thy heart.' " 

On Lord's-day she still became weaker, and in the evening 
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I said, " Can you give me up it it be the Lord's will to take 
you?" She replied, "Oh, yes ; I have often given you into 
the hands of the Lord, and he has taken care of you, and he 
mil take care of you ; I should blush at any other feeling 
now." And I could truly say, I felt the same as though I 
could freely give her up, satisfied of her safetj. I engaged 
in prayer, and expressed my resignation, in which she seemed 
to neartily unite ; yet I felt a desire, if it was the will of God, 
to enjoy her company a little longer, and expressed it, in 
which I found she did not unite, and in a moment the follow- 
ing words came to my mind, " The Lord gave, and the Lord 
hath taken away, ana blessed be the name of the Lord." 

On Monday the doctor came, and said she was much 
weaker, and there seemed an affection of the head, he thought 
a blister on the back of the neck would be desirable. I said 
I thought a physician ought to be called in, to which he con- 
sented, and said it would be satisfaction, but he would send a 
blister; we put it on, and it rose well. On the Tuesday 
morning a minister called to see me, and, hearing him in 
the house, she wished to see him ; he conversed with her a 
few minutes, and on parting she said, " Give my love to your 
dear wife, and the Lord bless you in your labours, and cause 
his face to shine upon you. Amen." The firm and feeling 
manner in which sne expressed herself seemed to overcome 
us all as we stood around her bed. In the afternoon the 
physician came, and after he left her I asked him what he 
thought of her case ; his reply was, " If she was a woman of 
thirty years of age I could give an opinion at once ; but her 
age is against her ; yet she has as much for her as against 
her, as her constitution is good, her lungs are strong, and 
her inside perfectly sound. We must keep her up with 
nourishment, as she will not take medicine. The doctor 
said, " I will send her a composing pill to-night, and I hope 
she will do well." I went to give her the pul at night, when 
she said, " That pill is to sleep me, I will not take it. I 
value sweet communion with mv dear Lord more than forced 
sleep." I replied, " Well, my aear, I will not press it," and 
I put it away. She said to my daughter, "Are you afraid of 
me P I am a great deal of trouble, but it will not be for 
long." 

The friend that sat up with her administered nourishment 
as often as she could get her to take it, and she slept comfort- 
ably through the night. About five o'clock on Wednesday 
morning I gave her some nourishment, and she slept soundly 
till halfpast eight, and we were in great hopes she would be 
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better, as she had taken nothing to force it, it was natural 
and refreshing sleep. She appeared to wake up in haste, and 
I perceived a decided change in her countenance for the 
worse. The doctor came, and asked how she had slept. I 
replied, " Well.;' He said, " I am glad to hear that." I 
replied, " And it was natural sleep, for she would not take 
the pill you sent." He said, " If she could get natural sleep 
it was best." I said, "Yes, but I think since eight o'clock 
this morning you will find a decided change for tne worse," 
and when he saw her he found it so. I said, " I should like 
to have further advice." He said, " If you wish it, we can 
have the physician again, but all has been done that can be 
done ; it is weakness ; you can only keep her up by nourish- 
ment, but I will see her again this evening." When he came, 
he said she was weaker. 

During the Wednesday night a friend conversed with her 
at times, when she expressed herself happy, and not afraid of 
death ; and when the friend left her on the Thursday morn- 
ing, she said, " I thank you for your kindness, and may the 
peace of God that passeth all understanding be with you and 
jour's ; yea, that peace that I shall enjoy the fulness of in a 
Few days." 

She was particularly conversant on spiritual things during 
the Thursday, and in the course of the day asked if I had 
settled the affair she had referred to (it was what she had 
proposed to my advantage). I replied, "Yes, it is all done*" 
She said, " Oh, how good my God has been, he has done all I 
have asked him to do for your comfort." She often said, 
" My dear Allen, my dear Lord has given me a great blessing 
in you, andlhope hehasmade me,a poor worm, ablessing toyou. 

On Thursday night she slept but little, and in the middle 
of the night the nurse was somewhat alarmed, as she perceived 
a change, and she called me up. She appeared very weak, 
but was evidently in fervent prayer, as she had been when 
not conversing: she was perfectly sensible. About five 
o'clock on Friday morning, in lifting her, I strained my back, 
when she said, " Oh, dear Allen, you have hurt your back ;" 
proving plainly that she was sensible. About eight o'clock I 
said, " Do you know me, my dear ?" She replied, " Oh yes." 
I said, " Do vou know my dear Lord Jesus r" She replied, 
" Oh yes, and for ever blessed be his dear name, he knows 
me, and he will never leave me." About ten o'clock, seeing 
her eyes fixed upwards, and a smile on her countenance, 1 
said, " What, on the Rock still P" and she said, " Oh yes, it 
cannot give way, never, no never." 
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The physician came and said she was sinking very fast? 
she would not continue many hours, he could do her no good ' 
then the best of all physicians visited her, and gave a com- 
posing draught of love and blood, so that she quietly reclined, 
ceased to breathe, and fell asleep in Jesus, about 10 o'clock 
on Friday evening, aged sixty-nine. Thus the Lord hath 
taken her away from me, ana from all further care. The 
Lord hath taken her away from the cruelty of those that 
have been fed at her table, and who have been raised up and 
enriched out of her and her former husband's hard earnings ; 
and if she has felt any grief from natural causes, in circum- 
stances, since she has been my wife, it has been from the 
abuse she has received from those, who out of gratitude 
ought to have waited at her feet, but they will have their 
reward. The Lord hath taken her away from the treachery 
and falsehood of her, who lay in her bosom as a snake, and 
was often fed and clothed at her expense , and if she be here 
this evening, or any that know her, I feel myself bound to 
say, Tell her, as sure as 1 stand in this pulpit, God will give 
her her reward. The Lord hath taken her away from all 
her fears, doubts, temptations, persecutions and sorrows of 
all kinds ; yea he hath taken her away gently, graciously ; 
and it was my desire to see her go before me (though it was 
before the time I should have chose) : he hath taken her 
away mercifully, therefore we say, 

Lastly, in submission, " Blessed be the name of the Lord." 

1. We will bless the name of the Lord who gave her to 
this church ; her conduct as a minister's wife was that which 
adorned the doctrine she professed ; her affability with all, 
even with the poorest, manifested the spirit of her Lord and 
Master; her steady and constant attendance bespoke her desire 
to feed under the word ; her liberality proved her love to the 
cause of God, and her standing and walk in the church, shewed 
the christian and child of light. My prayer to God is, that you 
may follow her, as far as sne followed Christ, and may your 
latter end be like her's. 

2. My dear children, you have cause to " bless the name 
of the Lord," that he ever placed you under her care and 
instruction ; she was to you a kind, affectionate and ardent 
friend, and performed the part, and fulfilled the desire of your 
dear departed mother. I trust you all know the Lord, there- 
fore let me exhort you, in his name, to look to him for strength 
to tread in her footsteps, in the family, in the church, and 
towards each other, and I pray your latter end may be like 
her's. 
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3. I have cause to "bless the name of the Lord." I think 
* it is very clear the Lord gave her to me, and it is evident he 

has taken her away; and although my loss is irreparable, 
yet I do bless his dear name, he has kept me from a murmur, 
and made me so satisfied with what he has done, that I feel if a 
word from me to God in prayer, would bring her back, I have 
no desire to ask ; all that I ask and desire is, that he would 
graciously make my latter* end like her's. 

4. All you — botn church and congregation— who live in 
the Lord Jesus Christ, have cause to say, " Blessed be the 
name of the Lord," for giving another proof of his support- 
ing grace, under trial and painful bereavement, and also in en- 
abling another of his weak and fearful saints, to give testimony 
of his great salvation, and her interest in it in dying moments ; 
this calls for praise for the past, and faith to trust him for 
that which is to come, as we are living by the same power, 
guided by the same unerring wisdom, sustained by the same 
grace, walking in the same light, travelling in the same way, 
cleansed by the same blood, clothed in the same righteousness, 
looking, longing, desiring, and pressing forward to the same 
prize, and shall, through, rich, free, and sovereign grace, safely 
arrive at the same home. 

Now to each present ; How stands the case with thy soul ? 
Are thy credentials clear, or are you still thoughtless, and 
death at the door ? The mourning in this place shews the 
solemnity of our meeting this evening ; there is one taken 
away at a few days' notice, at a good old age, and a brother 
present has lost one at three weeks old ; some are taken away 
without any notice at all : we may ask, Who will be the next ? 
it may be me, or it may be you ; " be ye also ready, for in 
such an hour as ye think not, the Son of Man cometh." 

I add no more, but may the dear Lord add a blessing to 
the few remarks, for his name and mercy's sake. Amen. 

During the illness of my wife, we got the person 
that sent us the money, and was the means of 
giving me a life-interest in the chapel, to lead the 
prayer-meeting on the Friday evening ; he gave 
an exhortation, and the people thinking he had a 
gift, and were pleased with him, — I being willing 
as I always have beerj, to encourage a gut in any 
young man I thought feared God, and wished to 
speak in his blessed name, — desired him to con- 

h 3 
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tinue speaking every Friday evening in the vestry, 
and sometimes in my pulpit ; he pretended to be 
a very holy, modest, and careful man; said, he 
would not go out to preach, without God opened 
a door for him, and made it very plain it was of 
the Lord ; so I did all in my power to open doors 
for him to go out and preach ;* this went on very 
well for a time, and all seemed pleasing. About 
this time as the wise man saith, Prov. xviii. 22. 
" Whoso findeth a wife, findeth a good thing." 
I began to think about this good thing, and thought 
if she must be a good one, she must be one that 
feared God; so I commenced writing to one I 
well knew in Cambridgeshire, but something or 
other always interrupted me, so that a letter was 
never sent. I remember one night, these words 
came to my mind, " Ask, and ye shall receive, 
seek, and ye shall find." Being led out in earnest 
supplication to God that he would lead me to one 
of his own choosing ; my soul seemed to cleave 
to God, that he would make it plain, and direct 
me in the way he would have me go ; and that 
night, I was awoke seven distinct times, as though 
some one spoke to me, and said, " Go to number 
twenty-five;" I arose next morning, and could 
make nothing of it, but while I was musing and 
looking up to God for him to direct me, my present 
wife came to my mind with such power, I stood 
amazed, as she had never entered my mind before, 
since the death of my late wife. I fell on my knees 
before God, said, " Dear Lord, if thou hast de- 
signed Rebekah to be my wife, make it plain and 
indulge me as thy child this day by letting me meet 

* I should recommend all ministers if they have preaching 
members, to get them places to preach in, if they can, or, 
ten to one, but they will find them striving for their pulpit, 
as I did in this case. 
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her or some of her family in my way ;" I went to the 
house were she used to live, not knowing any thing 
of the number, and to my astonishment, found it 
to be twenty-five, this brought to my mind what 
I had heard in the night, when awoke out of my 
sleep ; I enquired, but the inmates informed me 
she had been left some years, and could give no 
information about her, — on my return, went down 
a street out of my way, as I intended, but I believe 
it was not contrary to God's intention, for there I 
met her sister, a God-fearing woman, I said to her, 
" I think my meeting you to-day, is in answer to 
prayer; how is Rebekah?" She replied, *'I 
cannot say, she has been at Norwich some years." 
She gave me her address. I wrote to her, stating 
my intention, and she replied, in a very Christian 
like letter, saying, f ( God had provided and taken 
care of her for nineteen years as a widow, and 
she had no thought of changing her situation in 
life." I wrote again to say, " how she had been 
laid on my mind, how I had met her sister, as 
I thought in answer to prayer, and the way in 
which I had been led." When I posted the letter, 
the Word of the Lord came with such power, I 
stood for a short time to wonder, Psalm xxxvii. 
5 ; " Commit thy wav unto the Lord ; trust also 
in him ; and he shall bring it to pass," I took 
it to the Lord, I believe in my soul, with a 
desire for his glory, and said, " Dear Lord, if it 
be thy will that Rebekah is the one thou hast ap- 
pointed for my comfort, thy glory, and for the 
peace of the cnurch, indulge again with another 
sign of thy approbation, by taking away her sleep 
this night, alter she has read the letter, but if it 
be not thy will, let her read it as a matter of no 
importance, and feel no ways concerned about it ; 
and I received a letter, stating she could not tell 
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how to account for it ; but she had not found any 
sleep the whole of die night, neither could she 
get any answer frdm God, but Psalm cxviii. 8, 9. 
" It is better to trust in the Lord than to put con- 
fidence in man. It is better to trust in the Lord, 
than to put confidence in princes ;" therefore she 
must decline my kind offer till the Lord made it 
more plain. I wrote again, wishing her to read 
the 7th verse of the same Psalm ; " The Lord 
taketh my part with them that help me ;" and if 
she applied the former to herself, why not the 
latter, and in so doing, she would see she was not 
to stand alone as a widow, but have one to help 
her ; also stated how I had prayed to the Lord if 
it was of him, he would give her no rest but take 
away her sleep the night she named; and she 
with her sister, who was a God-fearing woman, 
were compelled to say the thing proceeded from 
the Lord, and they could not say good or bad, 
but must submit and bow to his will. The matter 
was then settled, and the people at the Cave, and 
my own family kindly received her, and all was 
in peace, and we have never doubted of our union 
being of God, any more than Isaac and Bebekah 
of old ; and if God has recorded that in his blessed 
book, why may we not as a mark of God's provi- 
dential mercy to us ? We now went on as a church 
in great peace, quietude, and comfort for a time ; 
but affliction was at hand, I ruptured a blood 
vessel as I had done nine or ten times before, and 
there was no hopes of my life being spared; through 
mercy, I recovered. Some time after, I had another 
rupture, which brought me so low, that the doctor 
that attended me, said when he left me, I could 
not live one hour, for I had not a drop of blood 
in my body, but what was playing in my heart ; 
but till he bid, I cannot die ; for although they 



WILLIAM ALLEN. 165 

preached my funeral sermon at Witham, in Essex, 
thSy heard in two months after, I was gone to 
Manchester to preach; nevertheless, it wonder* 
fully affected my nerves, and after preaching some 
time at home, I got it into my mind, my ministry 
was of no use ; and one Thursday evening, after 
preaching, made up my mind to give up preach- 
ing altogether; satan said to me, " you are deceived, 
and deceiving the people, therefore be an honest 
man, and act the hypocrite no longer." I went to 
one of my deacons to Inform him of my deter- 
mination, he did all he could to comfort me, but 
all in vain ; I sunk into a dreadful state of mind 
for several days and nights, all but black despair, 
considering God had shut me up in my ministry, 
from his blessed Book in its preciousness, and I 
should sink into hell at last and be damned with 
a double damnation ;* many sent me letters to say 
how their souls had been blessed under my minis- 
try of late, but I would not read them, nor suffer 
my wife to read them. 1 said, they are only to 
prop me up with false comfort, neither would I 
suffer her to read the Bible ; I refused to be com- 
forted. But as God would have it, my dear wife 
was reading, and I heard her read, " The blood 
shall be to you for a token;" this caught my 
attention, I said nothing to her, but went up into 
my study, to see if I could find the words, die 
followed me seeing my distress; but I could not 
find them, and shut up the book with horror of 

* If this fall into the hand of a young minister, " Watch 
and pray, lest ye enter into temptation," to be lifted up when 
you enjoy liberty, or cast down when God shut you up. I 
have learned, that when we are shut up and think we are no 
use, God is working for his own glory and good of his dear 
people. 
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soul. She said, " let me read, my dear." I said, 
in a frantic state of mind, you may read the 12th 
chapter of Exodus. She threw open the Bible 
to the very chapter, and instead of beginning, 
read the 13th verse, which was as follows : " The 
blood shall be to you for a token/' &c. I said, 
" where did you find that, it is not in the book V 
She said it was, I took it and read for myself, and 
the Holy Ghost sealed it with power, so that it 
broke me down into a flood of tears. My wife said, 
" do not make yourself unhappy, it is satan's temp* 
tation." I replied, " not now, I am above satan, 
my God has delivered me out of his power." Then 
I could read the letters, and found while I had 
been shut up in my preaching to my own feeling, 
the dear Lord had been working mightily in their 
souls, so I arose again, and then could preach " the 
Lord reigneth." We then went on again sweetly, 
and many sermons I preached after that trial, will 
not soon be forgotten ; we rejoiced in the Lord, 
and felt peace and love to each other. But it 
always has been my lot to have a little ease, comfort, 
and rest, then prepare for battle, and a terrible 
one we had both as to heat and time ; some of 
our young friends thought they should like to 
meet in the school-room, and form a Elocution 
class. I met with them one evening, for I was 
such a dunce that I knew not what Elocution 
was ! Our vestry preacher made such a awful thing 
of it, that the class was broken up, and thence 
the matter might have been settled but for the 
lordly authority of this pretended holy, modest, 
and careful man, that said he would not open a 
door for himself, nor preach, unless God made it 
very plain it was of him ; he Being a deacon and 
having the poor money at his disposal, and all 
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power in his hands/ personally brought it before 
the church, and treated the young man that took 
tltye lead in forming the class unmercifully, said 
it was a viper to sap the foundation of the church 
of God. 

This as I said before, might have been settled, 
as the class was broken up; all the members 
save the young man accused, their hand, but 
this pretended, noly, mddest, and careful vestry 
preacher ; several private meetings were held, 
but without effect, he still refused his hand * 
unless the young man he accused would confess 
to him, that his conscience would not suffer him 
to do ; this led to private unpleasantness with one 
or two others, for more than twelve months, till it 
broke out into open battle, and our church-meet- 
ings was of that kind I shall forbear to name, 
unless I am called upon so to do, then I will give 
it faithfully and fully, with some of the beauti- 
ful and abusive letters I have received from 
him. 

During this storm, my holy and modest friend, 
who gave me a life interest in the chapel, was 
still preaching in the vestrv on Friday evenings, 
and setting himself up as holy David, and me as 
unholy Saul, and forming a party to get me out of 
that he had so freely and graciously given me 
when he thought me a christian and a minister of 
Christ. I therefore finding what was going on, 
forbad him preaching in the vestry on a Friday 
evening any longer. This was a fatal offence to 

* Here I would give a word of caution to any minister or 
church, never to let one deacon have all power and control 
over the poor money, or any other money matters, for if an 
offence take place, tne person thus in power, has great in- 
fluence over the poor members and others too, as we found 
it in this case. 
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him, and some he had drawn oyer to him. Here 
I mast sav, — 

" God mores in a mysterious war, 
His wonders to perform ; 
He plants his footsteps in theses. 
And rides upon the storm. 

For I believe nothing but his giving me a life- 
interest in the pulpit, as far as means go, prevented 
him from getting me out, and taking my place. 
Bat God wisely ordered it otherwise. Oar church 
meetings were of that nature I feared they would 
have been my death: — in short, I had a alight 
rupture of a blood vessel one evening, and said, 
(though it might be a little unadvised) " If I had 
fell by it, my family might have charged him with 
being the cause of my death." The expression 
was not well timed or expressed, I confess, but it 
was as I felt it, God knows, in my trouble. It 
seemed impossible to obtain peace. Some said, 
" Break up the church and form it again." This 
I did not like to do myself, and the three others, 
deacons, laid the matter before the Lord in prayer, 
and we have great reason to believe the Lord 
heard us, and directed us to adopt the following 
advice to the church — that for the future there 
shall be four church-meetings in the year, one in 
January, one in April, one in July, and one in 
October, to lay before the church its temporal 
affairs, and that all intermediate church-meetings 
shall be for hearing experience only ; and should 
any difference arise between any of the members 
which they cannot settle themselves, they shall be 
at frill liberty to lay it before the minister and 
deacons to consider and settle the same, if possible; 
and if that cannot be done, the minister and 
deacons shall be at liberty to call a special church 
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meeting, the decision of which shall be final ; and 
that all former rules and articles be null and 
void. (Matt xviii. 15—17.) I would advise all 
churches to adopt the same scriptural plan. We 
have not had a contentious church-meeting since. 
This was signed by all but about twenty-seven of 
his party, January 27, 1847. 

This step shut them out, and peace was ob- 
tained. They went and took a place close at hand ; 
that soon fell to nothing : he had another little 
chapel, but soon preached them nearly all away : 
he now preached in his own house ; so with all 
his pretended modesty, he opened a door, preached, 
and paid too, for a few to come and hear him, and 
the poor old Cave still stands, and the parson in 
it. 

I must here notice a dream I had just before 
the storm commenced. In my dream I saw the 
younj* preacher driving out his horse and cart he 
used in his business, and found myself under his 
horse's belly; the horse attempted to trample 
upon me with his four feet, but I escaped from 
under him unhurt. The driver seeing me coming 
away, threw an arrow at me, which I caught 
in my right hand. I turned it round, and said, 
" Here, take it again, and thank God I have not 
thrust you through." I awoke, and found it a 
dream, which was soon after realised openly in 
my experience, for his words were as snarp 
arrows, yet I escaped unhurt. 

But to return. We now went on in peace and 
prosperity of soul; God stirred me to preach 
Christ's rail and free salvation, with more power 
and sweetness in my own soul and to the comfort 
of the people who gathered together ; and although 
we felt it a little in money matters, we had reason 
to bless and praise God for his goodness and mercy 



170 THE LIFE OF 

to us in divine things. Some reported me as a 
madman ; this led some to come and hear me. 
One dear man of God, among the rest, found his 
soul comforted and fed, and is with us now. 
Another that was a member of a great church in 
the neighbourhood, and was driven into such a 
state of mind and distress of soul, she could not 
attend to her family. The doctor said it was her 
mind that was affected. Her husband and kind 
brother were about to send her to a lunatic asylum. 
She was directed to come and hear the man at the 
Cave, and God was pleased to meet with her in 
mercy and peace, and heal both body and soul ; 
she returned blessing and praising God, and could 
attend to her family. She is now a member with 
us. It had such an effect on her husband on 
seeing the change, that he attended too. Another 
wild and open ungodly champion of infidelity 
came into the chapel one night to light his pipe, 
(with some others) said he would have some of 
our holy light, and God the Holy Spirit lighted a 
fire in his soul I believe will never go out ; he is 
now a member, and walking in the fear of God. 
Another man came to prevent his wife from going 
through the ordinance of baptism. The dear 
Lord stopped his mouth by what was said in the 
address, so that in a few months after, he passed 
through it himself, and stands a honourable member 
with us. 

Many other marks of God's goodness, mercy, 
and power have we seen and felt in our midst, 
and so we went on till, alas, we fell into a state of 
ease and inactivity. This produced a shyness — a 
want of confidence in, and affection for each other 
— this led to tattling, backbiting, and slander. 
Some said the minister ought to preach for nothing; 
some said one thing, and some another, so that 
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instead of loving each other, they seemed to be 
afraid of each other. This pressed me down in 
my soul, and my affection for the church began to 
be very contracted ; so that sometimes I have said 
from the pulpit, I did not think there were ten 
that felt an union of heart for each other as the 
children of God. This led me to think my work 
was nearly done at the Cave ; and what seemed to 
confirm it was, one Lord's-day morning I entered 
the pulpit in sadness and great darkness of mind, 
opened the Bible to Jeremiah vii., and when I 
came to the sixteenth verse it made me tremble, 
and I remember saying, "Good God, I hope 
this does not belong to you as a people, ( There- 
fore pray not thou for this people, neither lift up 
cry nor prayer for them, neither make intercession 
to me, for I will not hear thee.' " This led me 
to cry to God for direction. Sometimes I thought 
I would go out from home for a few weeks ; this 
I did ; but yet I knew the hand of the Lord was 
clearly seen in my coming to Stepney, and I 
wanted to see something to say as plainly, go. 
Willing to try all measures, we appointed five 
persons to assist the two infirm and inactive deacons, 
taking Paul's advice to Timothy, (1 Tim. iii. 10,) 
first to prove them, then let them use the office of 
deacons ; and it was well we did so, for one of 
them was too fast and lordly, and some inactive ; 
so we found this fail. 

While I was out from home, a circumstance 
turned up in reference to two of our members, of 
a painful and distressing nature. It was brought 
before myself, deacon, and assistants, wishing, if 
possible, to settle it without disturbing the church. 
This caused a great deal of unpleasantness, as 
some vile and base untruths were raised up in 
reference to myself, and when we had the persons 
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face to face they denied saying such things. The 
case was so perplexing that we brought it before 
,the church, and they were suspended for six 
months. This produced a bad feeling in the 
lordly man before named, and one or two more. 
He went about to some of my friends, bringing 
charges against me. One of them wished him to 
attend to the gospel rule, and come to me himself, 
but he would not do so ; but we had a private 
meeting one evening, and he then brought his 
charges against me. One was for saying from 
the pulpit a man had need to have nerves of iron 
to preach in such confusion ; his son was taken 
into the vestry in a fit ; the whole congregation 
in alarm. I said, " Let three or four go into the 
vestry, and attend to the person ill, and you, as a 
congregation, to what I am preaching about," not 
knowing it was man, woman, or child that was 
taken into the vestry. I told him so at the meet- 
ing. . He said he would not believe me. 

The other mighty charge he had made ado 
about, was that the man above named and sus- 
pended brought a letter to my house, in which he 
manifested a bad spirit against him and others, 
and I wished him to burn it, which at my advice 
he did. But my accuser said it was on the account 
of this letter that I did not consent for them to 

Eut up a gate to keep the people out (except seat- 
olders) till after the prayer ; and afterwards ne said 
to others, " there was a something in that letter 
I was afraid of being brought to light concerning 
myself." I said my name was never mentioned 
in the letter, nor had it the weight of a feather 
with me. He said again he would not believe. 
I felt it ; and said, " If my word cannot be taken 
in these common things, it cannot be taken in the 
pulpit ; therefore I shall leave, and go out for two 
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months. You look out for a minister, and I shall 
look out for a place." So I made up my mind to 
leave the Cave, after being with them nearly fifteen 
years; and I think few thinking men among us could 
blame me for so doing, considering the circum- 
stances and trials I passed through. This seemed 
somewhat painful to the church and congregation, 
but my mind was fixed, and no human power 
could turn me. 

I wrote to Liverpool, and they sent me an invi- 
tation for two months, this settled me in my 
thoughts that it was of God. The storm that had 
arisen, said " go ;" and Liverpool and two other 
places inviting, said, " come and help us ;" but my 
heart was set upon Liverpool. I preached on 
the w«ek-evening before I left, and the people 
seemed to manifest a good feeling towards me, 
and wished me to return, and seemed sorry I was 
going at all. I said, when parting with them, 
" You know God is a God hearing and answering 
prayer, — if it is his will for me to come back ana 
remain with you, pray that the Lord may shut me 
up in my ministry at Liverpool ; and if it is his will 
for me to leave, we may both be resigned to His 
will, who has all power in heaven and earth, and 
worketh all things after his own purpose. " I 
and my wife went to Liverpool, and instead of 
being shut up in my ministry, I had liberty with 
God in prayer, a sweet flowing of the Word of 
God in my soul, and freedom in delivering it to 
the people. Both in Liverpool and other places 
around, the people gathered together, and from 
the letters I have received from some, I believe 
good was done, and the word blessed. One of 
uie friends asked if they were to give me a call for 
six or twelve months, would I accept it and see 
how things went on? I said I could not take 
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the charge of any church till I had been six 
months to see how the Lord worked, that both 
myself and the people might see our coming 
together was of God ; he said he was glad, as 
he thought it would be a means of satisfying 
some few ; I said the same to one other Mend ; 
they met at the church meeting, and came to a 
conclusion, to give me a call at once, thinking it 
would be best ; and I understood there was about 
six did not hold up their hand for me ; this was 
not thought of much consequence. When they 
informed me of their decision, I felt much dis- 
tressed, lest I should be the means of making any 
disunion in the church. The person that informed 
me, said they would come such an evening for 
my answer. I went to bed, but had a sleepless 
night. In the morning I opened my Bible to the 
first chapter of Joshua ; I read the first nine verses, 
and every word I read with power and feeling ; but 
when I came to the 9th verse, it appeared to me as 
though God spoke it to my heart, " Have not I 
commanded thee ; be strong and of good courage, 
be not afraid, neither be thou dismayed, for the 
Lord thy God is with thee whithersoever thou 
goest ;" this made me satisfied it was the will of 
God I should ; yet I had told two of the friends 
I would not, till they had heard me six months ; 
but the morning they were to call upon me for my 
answer, as I was rising from my bed, the wordi 
came powerfully to my mind, " He said he would 
not, and he repented and went." In the evening 
they called, and I said> " my heart is with you, 
but two of you remember what I said to you 
some days ago ; it seems with me to rest with them." 
I then told what words had come to my mind, 
and my conscience would be clear if I repented 
and consented ; though they were now my friends, 
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yet they might, at some future time, be offended 
and charge me with untruth as I had been before 
in days past ; therefore, if they could justify me in 
falling in with their request, the thing was settled. 
They did so ; and they went to the church meeting, 
and were informed there were only three to hold up 
their hand against me that night; and I must confess 
I thought it to be of God. Itfvas settled when I 
was to return; I took a house and paid £5 
deposit upon it, so I think I made as sure as Jonah 
did, when he paid the fare to Tarshish. Jonah i. 3. 
I came home, went to the old Cave, on the Lord's- 
day morning, took my text, (Joshua i. 9,) and 
attempted to shew how I came at the text, and 

fave the congregation and church to understand 
had accepted a call to Liverpool ; and I must 
say, I could not help droping a tear when I saw 
the effect it had on the people. Some said they 
could not hear a word of the sermon, some said 
one thing, and some another. Some that I had 
never noticed, met me in the street, saying how 
their souls had been blessed, and begged and 
prayed of me not to leave ; I said I must go, for 
the friends at Liverpool have put back the sup- 
plies that stood engaged to come, and my cha- 
racter is at stake. Many said they would give up 
their seats and leave as soon as I was gone, and 
the good feeling that seemed to be stirred up was 
wonderful towards me ; still saying, " do not leave 
us." I felt so decided to go, that I ordered packing 
cases and boxes to pack up my goods ; yet still 1 
felt as though I could not leave them, and yet 
felt I must go. One night, after service, I said, 
if you can find some men to act for me, and with 
me, I think I may not go now. After I had said 
it, my soul was in great perplexity and distress. 
I felt a little what Jonah felt, when the lot was 
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cast, and he cast overboard into the deep ; for all 
my anticipations and expectations were crossed, 
and my confidence shaken, fearing it arose from 
haste, frowardness of heart and temper. My will 
was crossed, but I could not remove it ; my soul 
seemed to faint within me, for I had said the first 
LordVday after my return home, publicly from 
the pulpit, that iqy accepting of the call from 
Liverpool was of God, and I believed it was so, 
as much as ever 1 did any circumstance God had 
brought me into or through ; and however I may 
be reproached for telling the truth (as I have 
already been by one person) truth is truth, and 
the truth shall stand, and they that speak it shall 
stand in it ; while falsehood, deception, and con- 
cealment shall perish and die away; but like 
poor Jonah, my soul fainted within me. For me 
to give a description of the sorrow and exercise of 
my mind under this trial would be impossible, as 
many of the people at the Cave were crying for 
me to stay and live and die with them, and my 
engagement with the people at Liverpool seemed 
to bind me, as a honest man and minister of God, 
to go and fulfil my promise to them. Thus was I 
tossed about; sometimes crying to God for 
direction, sometimes wanting my own way, some- 
times rebelling, sometimes desiring the will of the 
Lord, but could not find out to my satisfaction 
what that will was ; but I was led to meet four or 
five praying friends, and we sorrowfully, yet 
soberly and seriously, talked over the subject. 
They said, "We cannot see how you can act 
honourable to your character as a minister not to 
go ; but we would say, go down, not take your 
goods, but as a supply tor three months till the 
people at Liverpool can again get their supplies 
arranged ; and we at the Cave must get supplies 
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for that time, and wait, if you will promise to 
come back and abide with us." We concluded 
in prayer for God's direction ; and I believe we 
did, one and all, send forth the desires of our 
souls into the ears and loving heart of our cove- 
nant-keeping and covenant-performing God ; for, 
although we could see no way our dear Lord 
found one. I received two letters to say, that the 
few minority had met, and had increased, called 
a church- meeting, and obtained a majority of one 
for me not to come, stating that some of them 
that were warmest for me to come had turned 
rouncl ; and although they esteemed me very 
highly for my work's sake, they could not wish 
me to come into an hornets' nest; and brother 

B enclosed me a ten-pound note for the five 

pounds I had paid as a deposit on the house, and 
other expenses I had been at, which was a noble 
and generous act, not soon to be forgotten ; so 
the Lord opened a way to free me from my en- 
gagement. 

I wrote by return of post to beg of them not to 
disturb the church on my account, for I could 
not think of coming, and it was my wish for them 
to rescind my call, which I believe they had some 
difficulty in doing, but obtained at last a majority 
of one to clear me of my engagement. The 
people at the Cave rejoiced and were glad. But 
my trouble was not over, for I could not pass it 
off so lightly. I had publicly said it was of God 
for me to go, and now I saw it was not of God. 

This, I think, was the greatest trial I ever had 
in the ministry. One night, as I was going to 
rest with an imperious heart, and face too, I said 
within myself, " Lord, thou hast deceived me ; 
' wilt thou be altogether unto me as a liar ?' " 
Jer. xv. 18. Oh, the darkness and distress I felt 
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after I had said it — no sleep nor comfort ; but 
the dear Lord hushed my angry mind into 
quietude by the following words, — " For my 
thoughts are not your thoughts, neither are your 
ways my ways, saith the Lord." Isa. lv. 8. Then 
could I from my heart justify the dear Lord, and 
say, " Lord, it is not thee that has deceived me, 
I nave deceived myself. I thought it was thy 
way, but it was my way." I went to the pulpit 
the next Lord's-day, and I bless God he strength- 
ened me to go forth and speak the truth, just as 
it was, with all its mortification, stating to the 
people, although I had a life interest in the place, 
I would not stay unless it was their will for me 
so to do. We had a church-meeting the next 
week, and all (with the exception of three or four) 
hands were up for me to remain with them. Soon 
after I baptised seven persons; some have re- 
turned, others have joined us, officers have been 
appointed, the chapel filled, die church in peace, 
God is glorified, the friends at Liverpool supplied ; 
and my prayer is, that God may bless them and 
his church universally, and keep me, so that I 
look before I leap. Amen. 
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The following Poems were published some years 
ago by the Author, in connection with a Christian 
Brother ; and are inserted here in the hope they 
may prove useful to some who read this little 
Memoir. 

The Christian remembereth the way in which the 
Lord has led him, and rehearsing a few of the 
dealings of God with his soul. 

When I, a worm, believed 

In Christ, the Christ of God, 
And mercy first receiv'd 
Through his atoning blood, 
Such peace ensu'd, such joy, such love ! 
My captur'd soul was drawn above. 

The name of Jesus, too, 

Was music in my breast ; 
God's saints, dear chosen few, 
In spirit one imprest, 
I 'steem'd the exc'lent of the earth, 
And hated sin, and sinful mirth. 

Above all earthly thines 

My mind was sweetly rais'd ; 
Borne, as on eagles' wings ; 
His dearest name be Drais'd : 
My wond'ring soul, with Christ my theme, 
Counted all vanity but him. 
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Tfc^ mekz&g state so sweet, 

Thoogh long it did not stay, 
Has left a sftTCur jet, 
Time bat not wont away : 
And which still cheers my drooping so*L 
WhSe aC my sas en. Jesss icIL 

A saroor which endears 

A prawns (Jbrist to me; 
Tbat calms my slavish (cars, 
His lawful captive free : 
A reKsh for tike means of grace. 
An earnest seeking for Ids face. 

Tims Mess*d at Calory's a% 

From Sinai hither led ; 
MyZbenezer's still, 
Thou who onee for me Wed, 
Incarnate God, to thee IH nose; 
Goodness and mercy crowns my days. 

From then, down to this day, 

Thy dealings with me, Lord, 
Throughout the thorny way, 
My heart doth still record ; 
And now can witness all is right, 
Thy will ordans— my sorfs delight. 

But ah ! my spirit inotirns, 

Since cau d by grace 
To think of my returns, 
For lore so great as thine : 
How Kttle to tty praise IVe bVd, 
How oft thy Spirit I hare griertL 

I'd fain, O tbat I could 

Hare my affections there ; 
My heart oissolv'd in blood, 
Mr sooTs beyond co m p ar e : 
In glory nxd, dear Christ on thee, 
My portion through eternity. 

Alas I instead of this, 

My nature still so Tile, 
Oft slights my Lord, my peace, 
Who then forbears to smile ; 
Then I am troubled, nor can rest, 
Till cafl'd again to his den breast. 
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And what is worse by far, 
So harden'd oft I feel, 
That dangers do not scar, 
With neither love nor zeal ; 
And not to grieve his absence so, 
As after idols not to go. 

'Tis bad enough to be 

In conscience gall'd with sin, 
But worse — Lord, pity me, 
To feel thus soar d within : 
Oh, save me from this dreadful state, 
Though my distress be e'er so great. 

My frames and feelings prone 
Long time thereon to live ; 
From Christ, and Christ alone, 
My comfort to receive, 
God will'd to teach me by his grace, 
For which he took most trying ways. — 

His presence he withdrew, 
And let my sins abound ; 
He gave a gradual view 

What in my heart was found ; 
Till of my pray'rs, myself, my sin, 
My soul was truly sick within, 

He humbPd too my heart, 

To free and sov'reign grace ; 
With inward piercing smart, 
There laVnng witn distress, 
At Jesus' feet ; there heard my pray*r, 
And heal'd my wounded spirit there. 

Then I was led t'embrace 

A precious Christ by faith ; 
My Saviour, Righteousness, 
My Antidote in death : 
Lost to all hopes where else to hide, 
He drew me to his wounded side. 

There he his thoughts reveal'd, 

Of mercy, love, and peace ; 
With blood my pardon seal'd, 
And gave my conscience ease : 
Thus broke his covenant up to me. 
And all without a single fee. 
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Christ is nrj 

AH " 





Bios' d be ms ssnrrjag 
I cannot fall to heA : 
He holds the keys wit* start 
Aad sin and death shall store ia 

With mtk a hope at this, 
Hisnaa^rddonfr, 

HE tisse shall with sse en 
Aad, praisiar Jesus, fie 
Inspir'd by bun, aad bear bis 
FiftffBm*r ill things here bat loss. 

To bk dear graekms will, 
He reconciles air ariad, 

By saying, * peace; be ttiD, w 

When sen to rise ioefia*d : 
IGdst d iwM M OTtgift^ groans, aad tears, 
While now aad then bis presence cheers. 

Bat reeoneiFd one boar, 

The next Fm discontent ; 
Overcome now with sin's poVr, 
Then a true penitent ; 
How fickle, Lord, keep thou % child 
Henceforth at CaVrj reconciFd. 



Christ still himself 

By most endearing ties, 
Though ne'er, 1 say, in tears 
Was one below the skies 
More fretful sure, than I hare been, 
Or more curVd from, and pbguM by sin. 

Faith leaves her trembting hold, 

And then direct I stray; 
Christ brings me to his fold, 
Still groaning all the way- 
Thus makes me bate myself afresh, 
And loathe this cage of mortal flesh. 

He gives an earthly lot, 

And I stul thirst for more; 
He strips me to my cot, 
1 think the subject o'er; — 
Overlook the cause, repine, rebel, 
Ml brought to say, "tin ordered weJL" 
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I in the means am blest, 

T* inspire my zeal and love ; 
On earth I find no rest ; 
This makes me look above : 
My comforts here are mix'd with gall, 
That Jesus may be all in all. 

He shuts me up that I 

May prize my liberty: 
He brings me forth, yea, nigh, 
That I his power may see : 
He loads my spirits well with woe, 
That I to him for help may go. 

He brings me into straits, 

That I may trace his hand ; 
And to be gracious waits, 

'Midst Israel's favour* d band — 
To hear the cry of faith ascend, 
Then proves himself my faithful friend. 

The tempest's distant roar. 

Takes me by sad surprise, 
And dashes from the shore ; 
While rous'd, my spirit sighs, 
To teach me still to watch and pray, 
And ne'er' from Zion's paths to stray. 

Caught in a trech'rous calm, 
That I it more may dread, 
For then the howling storm, 

Though thund'ring o'er my head; 
Then sin strives not in vain to please, 
And satan then prevails with ease. 

Led through the swelling deep, 
To see God's wonders there ; 
With trials made to weep, 
To prove the poVr of pra/r ; 
Drain' d empty to be fill'd by grace, 
And fill'd to sing Emanuel's praise. 

Made poor to prove I'm rich — 

Needy, to learn to pray — 
Ignorant, that he may teach — 
And chasten' d when I stray : 
To live by faith, though sense decline, 
Constrain' d t' obey by love divine. 
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Afflictions he bestows, 

To keep my soul in health ; 
My heart no bound'ry knows. 
He takes away my wealth : 
But 'midst his saints gives me a place, 
And thus endears a throne of grace. 

And lest I go astray, 
As oft, alas ! I do, 
Fresh crosses eVry day, 
Some hidden sin anew 
Keeps springing up t 5 assault my breast, 
Ana proves that this is not my rest. 

Myweaknesses he bears, 

He gives, and ne'er upbraids; 
I cast on him my cares 
Amidst life's gloomy shades : 
And find in him a real friend. 
His love's the same though time should end. 

Tis thus from strength to strength, 

'Midst hopes and fears I go : 
Trusting f arrive at length, 
Beyond this scene of Tree : 
To see these covenant myst'ries seal'd, 
In Jesus ever stand reveal'd. 

O ! what a Friend art thou, 

Dear precious Christ, my God ; 
In tears of love I bow, 
And kiss the gracious rod : 
For well I do deserve each stroke, 
A rebel vile beneath thy yoke. 

Through tribulation's path, 

Thy kingdom saints obtain ; 
The trial of their faith, 

My flesh would shun the pain ; 
And fain would find some smoother road, 
Through which to reach thy bkss'd abode. 

But ah ! it can't be found, 

My soul knows that right well ; 
And would now leave the ground, 
Where sin delights to dwell : 
And far from flesh hence soar away, 
To reign with Christ in endless day. 
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Well, I thus far am come, 
A monument of grace ; 
Pm looking still t'wards home, 
Where Jesus shows his face ; 
Here, on the plains, I weep to be 
There with that Friend that died for me. 

But why, my soul, such haste P 

With him thou soon shall reign ; 
For me to live is Christ, 
For me to die is gain : 
The end is near, press on, rejoice, 
And patient wait to hear his voice. 

What ! though it is a path, 
Most galling to my flesh, 
'Tis right indeed to faith, , 

My spirit sighs afresh : 
Ordain* d the way to Canaan's ground, 
Thrice bless* d are they who here are found. 

And for his glory too, 

This way's mark'd out in love ; 
See Christ, thy prize, in view, 
To lead thee safe above : 
His promise is thy help, thy stay, 
Look not behind, but speed thy way. 

Astonish'd, here I stand, 

And bless the Lord my Qod ; 
That e'er his gracious hand, 
Should place me in this road : 
And when at home, I still will sing. 
Of Christ, my Way, my God, my King. 



The Dying Saint to his Soul ; or, the Christian's 

Last Farewell. 

What is this my soul P — 'tis death, 
Gath'ring back my flutf ring breath ; 
Draws its veil o'er these thine eyes, 
Deaf to all thy heavy sighs. 



186 POEMS. 

Fear not, God is faithful still ; 
Peace! bcTi work his sovereign will; 
He has hdp'd thee to this day, 
Thee hell never cast away. 

Earth is closing on my sight, 
Now no more to see its light ; 
Heav'n is owning, Christ ray 8on, 
Soon wiU shine in endless noon. 

Weeping friends aroond my bed. 
Cannot cheer my fainting head ; 
Nor relieve my throbbing breast, 
Christ alone can give me rest 

BlessM be God, though helpers fail, 
Jesus lives within the Tail ; 
He'll support my troubling soul, 
While tie billows o'er me roJL 

Through a life of trials led, 
From his fulness daily fed; 
Now in Jordan's flood, his lore 
Proves a pledge of joys above- 
Blessed dying ! why for years, 
O ! my soul, at death thy fears f 
But a shade, a phantom tis, 
T leading thee to endless bliss. 

Let me heave a few more sighs, 
Then 1 shall to glory rise ; 
There from sin and sorrow free, 
Evermore with Christ to be. 

Thereto see him face to face, 
His blessed monument of grace ; 
To rehearse his acts of love, 
How he made me room above. 

Thanks immortal crown his head, 
He my peace with God hath made; 
And hath took the monster's sting, 
Glory's in my soul, — 111 sing. 

Farewell sin and satan too, 
I hare had enough of yon; 
Ever with vou now to part, 
Cheers and animates my heart. 
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Brethren in the Lord, farewell ; 
Weep not, fear not, all is well ; 
Jesus shed his blood for me, 
Soon I shall his glories see. 

Let your souls in Christ rejoice, 
Death is but his gracious voice ; 
Sent to call his member home, 
Yes ! to wait there till you come. 

Then will I, beloved, there, 
With you all his love declare ; 
And resound all, all is well, 
Until then, dear friends, farewell. 

Yea, farewell dear chosen few, 
Where I've had communion too ; 
Take your dying brother's hand, 
We shall meet in Canaan's land. 

Near the suburbs now of heav'n, 
All the praise to God be given ; 
Jesus calls me there to dwell, 
Hallelujah ! earth, farewell. 



The Blessed Departure of a Saint, and his Tri- 
umphant Entrance into glory. 

Amidst the visions of my God, 

Caught up in spirit there to see, 
A saint, an heir redeem'd by blood, 

Enter a bless'd eternity. — 

Elect, ordain' d to live on high, 

BelovM before this world begun ; 
Hence by rich sov'reign grace brought nigh, 

And now, dear soul, his race is run. 

Lo, Jesus near, smiles him to death, 
While sweetly whisp'ring peace and love ; 

And angels wait his dying breath, 
T attend his spirit safe above. 
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The struggle's o'er, the deed is done 

Away, while hallelujahs rang ; 
Borne up in triumph to the throne, 

While "victfry through the Lamb," he sang. 

I trembl'd as I heard their lays, 
And ffloVd with love to Jesus' name : 

My soul desir'd to join their praise, 
And long'd to mount with them to reign. 

But, " no, dear saint," they quick repl/d, 
" Wait till thy Lord's appointed time ; 

Thou'rt his charge, for thee he died, _ 
Soon thou shall in his likeness shine." 

I bow'd and bless'd mv cov'nant God, 
And crept up Pisgah's top to view; 

Hosannahs spread his fame abroad, 
While up the shining way they flew. 

Far, far above these little spheres, 
The worldling's rest, polluted ground; 

My soul all love, all eye, all ears, 
Still trac'd them, ravish' d with the sound. 

Fresh bursts of praise reecho'ng still, 
Then overcame my heart again ; 

Their theme my wond'ring soul knew well, 
Salvation through my Jesus slain. 

! blessed converse, — then began, 
In strains no mortal ear hath heard ; 

The subject, Christ, redemption's plan, 
And saints the fai^rites of the Lord. 

Again the glorious squadron sung, 
In loftier, sweet harmonious strains ; 

" Free Grace," heav'n's op'ning mansions rung, 
While on they moved o'er Canaan's plains. 

" Bless'd soul," the raptur'd convoy said, 
"Lo J . yonder earth now disappears; 

Thy body sleeps there with the dead, 
Keleas'd from sin, from pain, from fears. 

•"i held thee a nris'ner long, 
thy happy spirits free ; 
\ and loin the blissful throng, 
, thy dear Saviour, see. 
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" He died, but ne'er corruption knew, 
But there thy body mourdring lies ; 

He lives, he reigns in glory too. 
And so again the dust shall rise. — 

" Rise in his image, there to join 
Thy transports, ! thou favor 'd soul ; 

In union, bound by love divine, 
To live while endless ages roll 

" Until that period, known to God, 

The blessed Resurrection Day ; 
Behold ! thy Lord's divine abode, 

Come up, there dwell, come speed thy way. 

" Thou for thyself must see him there, 
Ere all his preciousness thou know ; 

His person is Deyond compare, 
His love extends to worms below." 

There with a shout of heav'nly praise, 
"A Sinner sav*d," they cry " is here ;" 

And ent'ring in, each veil'd their face, 
While they before the throne appear. 



" And is this glory ? Jesus ! Lord ! 

Safe landed here, at last, with thee ! ! 
Immortal thanks, my cov'nant God, 

Thy face here oft I long*d to see." 

While thus the raptur'd saint exclaim'd, 
His smiling God, his will made known ; 

And answer'ng " Yes !" his love proclaim'd, 
And welcom'd him upon his throne. 

Then, all at once, heaven's joyful choir, 
AdWd Jehovah's worthy name ; . 

Enflam'd with love's seraphic fire, 
And worship' d him who onoe was slain. 

Amidst the shining ranks, dear soul, 
I saw his blood-stain* d banner wave ; 

And heard their songs before the goal, 
" The vicf rfs won, our God can save !" 

"All honour, glory, praise, andpowY' 
Again they cried, " our God is thine ;" 

My raptur'd soul could hold no more, 
Enwrapt in ecstacies divine. 
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So in the bliss I lost the sight, 
And left the saint amidst the throng ; 

The vision bursting with delight, 
With glad hosannahs on my tongue. 



Funeral Anthem for a Saint ; or A Song of praise 

to Zion's God. 



What solemn, blessed news, 

Dear cov'nant God ! we hear ; 
Our hearts cannot refuse, 
Thy name to love and fear ; — 
A saint gone up to sing thy love, 
And see thy beauteous face above. 

CHORUS. 

Bless'd be our God, we will rejoice, 
For friendly death is but his voice. 

Once he with sin opprest, 

Was trailing Meshech's plains ; 
But now in yonder rest, 
With Jesus there he reigns ; 
From sin and sorrow ever free, 
Enwrapt in endless extacy. 

CHORUS. 

Praise ve the Lord, we soon shall there, 
Through sov'reign grace his triumphs share. 

Born of an heav'nly birth, 

Knew Jesus and his blood ; 
And now has left the earth, 
Safe landed o'er the flood : 
We trace his footsteps by the cross, 
And count all here for Christ but loss. 

CHORUS. 

Bless'd be our God, his God, our Friend, 
He loves his own world without end. 
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Sweet converse we enjoy'd, 
As on we speed our way ; 
And oft our spirits sigh'd, 
To see the nappy day : 
When we should reach our Father's throne, 
And see his glories there made known. 

CHORUS. 

Praise ye the Lord, heav'n here begins, 
While Christ our hearts effectual wins. 

But now no more below, 

We intercourse can hold ; 
All e'er he wish'd to know, 
In heav'n prepaid of old : — 
There to his soul is now reveal'd, 
As in his breast the pledge was seal'd. 

CHORUS. 

Bless'd be our God, left still behind, 
The savour cheers our drooping mind. 

Yes ! Jesus' servant death, 

Commission' d thence in love ; 
Has stole our brother's* breath, 
And call'd his* soul above : 
There he* beholds the blissful scene, 
Without a single shade between. 

CHORUS. 

Praise ye the Lord, the blessed view, 
Awaits his sin-sick mourners too. 

His body we convey, 

To moulder in the ground; 
Until the rising day, 
To wait the trumpet's sound : 
Then form'd anew, rais'd there to rest, 
In union join'd, Ins member blest. 

CHORUS. 

Bless'd be our God, Christ is our life, 
Thus soon shall end this mortal strife. 



* May be termed SiateT, tta* w&'tast. 
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With this most blessed hope, 

Though mourning still our loss ; 
To heav'n we will look up, 
And bear our Savour's cross : 
Regard our plea, each breach repair, 
Till all th' elect in glory are. 

CHORUS. 

Psaise ye the Lord, our portion he, 
We shall his great salvation see. 

Departed saint ! farewell, 

Till we shall meet above ; 
Ye blood-bought race all hail ! 
Jehovah's God of love : 
Crown him,— our Lord for us was slain, 
Soon with our brother we shall reign. 

CHORUS. 

Bless' d be our God, dear Zion sing. 

All's well ! death, death has lost his sting. 

CONCLUSION. 

Thus ends this faithful sweet report, 
Sent, Saints ! to you, from Zion's fort, 

In King Immanuel's name ; 
Drawn up through God the Spirit's aid, 
The glory hence to him be paid ; 

! may it spread his fame. 

We leave it to Jehovah's will, 
And now retire to Calv'ry's hill ; 

If he'll his blessing give, 
We are content, we ask no more, 
And in the dust we will adore, 

While he the praise receives. 



THE END. 
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